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A Place Called Home: 

Identity and the Cultural 

Politics of Difference 
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... representing the margin, ol on- culture and the knowledge and before the abyss of the Other's subjectivity'. 3 I 
values Ihdi underpin it, it is al,o rbe plate Df then undoing I ..r 
l.uwrentc the desert lell him neither Arab nor hngl.sh I ha.t 

contemporary ,cmng Baudnllard has coinrucnicd, in the desert one seduction, the masculine taboo of passivity. The centre invests the 

In the hierarchical language- „fihe West, what is alien reprcsenr, ignites the irrational hatred and hostility as the centre struggles to 

otherness, Ihe sue ..I difference ind the repository ..I dui feais and assert and secure its boundaries, that construct self from not-self. In 

anxieties. My la,e. nation wish ! i»rc..cc «.u slut he e>pcr. cuce. political terms, it has been the Eight which has always appealed to 

ami expressed the disruptive and unsettling cltccl ..I the encounter this frontier of personal anxiety. At the heart of its hegemonic 

Df the marginal with us cenlie Hie desert a, a metaphor ..I politics has always been that mobilising of a mass cathesis onto 

ililferentc -peak. ••■ the otherness ::l rate. sc< and class, whose issue. of racial, sexual and national politics. The Right (and 

polarities ..f while/Hack, ma.c.iliiic'femiuinc. helcro/horno,c»ual. pol.ced frontier, against the transgressive threat and displacements 

where one rcrm .s always dor ant and the other subordinate, rhal of difference Kvcn as it claims the universal nature of its constituent 

i<ur identities are forrucil Difference in sn.s omen is alw ivs ideniincs. is, ilingglc I., maintain Ihe cull. ml. .011.1 I -acial 

perceived is ihe efteti ol Ihe ..rher Kur i culs.ral pohrics rhal tin dichotomies of Self and Other make and reproduce social lorrnaln.us 

address difference otters ., wa> of breaking Ihe.c hierarthies and '>f domination and inequality 

inequality and discrimination advertising thrives on selling .is things rhal will enhance .-.n 

We can u.e Ihe word difference a. a im.nl lor that uprooting of uniqueness and individuality. In no longer ab..ul keeping up with 

certaiulv It represent, an experience ..f charge. trausl..iinaS nid Ihe Joneses, ifs al>...il -.emg dil'c-eni Iron shen It World 

hvhridnv. in vogue bccau.c .s act. is a focus ':.r all Ih.-.e Mu,ic to exotic holidays in I'hird World location,, ethnic Iv dinners 

complementary tears. anxieties, confusions and irg cm, inn ro Peruvian kmsse.s n.us, cultural difference .«•«.< Ihis .s she 

..I Iheorie,, politic, c. literal experiences and identities into new original referent, and their nieaii.ngs become a spectacle ..pen to 

alliances and movements Such a politics wouldn't need to ,uh e air I infinite irau.lalion. Difference cea.e. to Ihrearen, :.r I:. 

homogeneous nature Kalhe- n is a critique .-I es.eniialism ind value, us exoticism and the plea. .re,, thrill, and adve res -.: can 

character ..I id 

h..rh Ihe inte 

element, of inci.mrnensurahlily and their p..hiical right ..f rave heer attempts to reassert na.silional moral and sexual value- 

autonomy wh.tn de legitimise plcrahty and diversity, as We, tern capnal trie. 

Ma.ochism-. wrote Jean Paul Sartre, i. characrensed is a species .. a.,e-r i di,c.;liued : is, ;l.u ;ng ..-, ..^ sn.,r ». I -.produce 

Dl veiligo. vertigo noi before ihe precipice of rock ind earth. I>ci the logic ol capitalist production Since the late Infills and Heath', 
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Sclsdou M.in policies of the \1T\ general election the Righl hi. both in our individual subjectivities and our personal relationships. 

(in. hi list-.: Hi.- f.imil> a-.i nan. ..:.:-:. Il.cn.e. ..; u. hcg.ri.or k Whoever we are, difference threatens to decentre us. In this respect 

i. .1.1 IK "Ihe family anil in maintenance'. Mrs Thatcher his argucil. the Right, in its articulation of order and the yearning for familiarity 

really is the mmi irup..rtanl ihiug im only in y..ur personal hie hui and a sense of belonging, addresses a little part of us all. 

whole nation ,s huilf ' I he politics ,.l the fuimly. sci.nliii md race 
have c rihulcd I.) shifting rhc site, und language .-I national 

and nail. urn I idenlily have increasingly replaced the codes nl class And lle s.ikl : Weiljus; lake si -jchl wr.eie they're joins: I" huikl Lhs.it new 



identity and the Left: Two to Tangle 



rioppins: mull. Go slmighi psisl where they're going to put 



,k. You can't miss it. 
This must be the place. 5 



are marginal 1o i-c dnminani pol.ncal disc.ur.es ..I ..ur ailing Anderson's postmodern elegy on loss and displacement speaks to my 

centre. wilhin those ideologic uL di,cur,ive and muicrial structures held to 'lines' and 'positions'. Lynne Segal, in a critical question in 

ih.il I. .rru Ihc cenlrcd ;ihnugh never complete i.r slahlei sources ::l her essay 'Slow Change or No Change: Feminism, Socialism and the 

power and knowledge r.'::si wnnng ::u the cultural p.. I. tics ,.l Problem of Men',' insisted on a response from those of us whose 

diftcrcncc his been formulaleil from marginal po.mons tho,c relation to 'the Left' is both in it and against it: 'and where do these 

is ihc nihil Ihc emcigei.ee ..fie sir, g.iy lil.er.il i.-n .... :l .tk anyway 1 " Her inference is that we have come from a specific 

pnlil.es snuggle.: In hirn lhi.se places ti ,iic. ..I oppression and libertarian Left that she now sees us as turning on and castigating 

Jiscrim.na1.iin inl(. space, of res.,iance In do.ng so, in usserl.ng Ihe But she raises a more complex problem of political identification that 

relational ualuie ..I ideul.lies, Ihey di.rupiol my iiwn .ense ..I sell, cann-l W reduced to fixed positions In the sense ofa narrative, my 

Pel hups this explain, my Im.c Hon wil- ihe Lawrence inylh a-.i cultural p.. 1. tics ::l punk K.n I am r..< longer there and these r.i 

why ii w,.rL. I..I me a. a in.iiphoi ..I .ii.cerli.riv lor ih.-.e ..' .1. longer ei.sl, al least .n Ihe forms Ihal I knew them Ms relationship 

I i ed wilhin Ihe privileged discour.es ..ud siruclures ::lp,.wer. "' ■"•»' "^ pr.iujr.lv syinholic, and so I.:.. w ,ih Ihe wider Left: u 

who have crossed those demarcation /ones through friendships, love ™ » capping ..| my phcnoinenological eipeiieuce on:.: an 

airur. i...: n. images, ,.: in ,.ur pol.tical a.iiv.nes and s.. Murines. unag.nuiy hoiuogeneou. hody. Ihe I ell wu. ::.r lenn ol 

Ihil ::'!.■■: le. n-.ciihrg and disrupt, vc relui heiween Ihe identification. Kul Ihe experience oli-c :...! I. u y.a-s s.ggcsis thui 

ce-:ie a-d Ihe niuig.- .Lsplac.s us in Ihe complex c.r j.iuclures ..f Ih.s I clt .s IP- r ,„, p .<, helcli.gcuco.is iwc'sc alw .ys ,i.::wn lhil.b.,1 

sex, race and class, and Ihe mulnple ■■■■: iineio relunons .-I ■» ""» «' diver, e Ihul .is consliluenl purls have ik. uiideily.ug 

discrimination an.: domination, mosl i.l ,i. cms, these boundaries, *"■'■«' '"K't. value, or polit.es It ;s meaningless lo lalk about the 
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Lett' unless il is lor purely pragmatic, elecloral or tactical reasons - nolitical subjects and practices. While they addressed structural and 

jm: hardy rueanirgl.il ihen. institutional inequality in a language the Left could recognise as its 

Identification, il ;i i, to be productive, can never be with some own their reflexive politics was more than the 'old' and 'new' Lefts 

en .. mil unchanging object H is .111 interchange between wll and and their theoretical con,tructs could cope with Western Marii.m's 

structure, a irunsfor g process. II the objecl remains siatic, emphasis .>n big picture*, and the practice lit reading .>ir the 

theoretical foundations cannot address ih.it change, then it. culture antagoni.ius n .lulling the parameters ol politic* lo include 

dm! politics lose their ihililv lo inuovale lis Minn In l.i-g_.igi- can personal and private life the) undermined Ihe Lefts narrow 

i>nl> conjure up the past, liee/iug u. the- rnmi.rnl V. ighan conception ::l equality and «-u«J Marnsii s .-.rnhiv in in. 1 

Moms offers an anecdote of jusi such a bmly for this new p<.lmcs olihe s„hieel At the same r neiil that the lift 

Yet this figure (The Left), mythic as it may well be, in fact defines many attempted l,':en. Ih, ,"': ,■';•„•„,"," -\ '■'.,--'.'.« , ' ■"- ■'•','' ':','.. 

..r,,..- i^hi^:- ..k..i ~..i;.;~,. wh~ "~,,u r~>™. t..i;~* mi.~1. d II',. „;,.;. 



to Sydney, soon alter [he publication of Psychoanalysis and Femii 

only to be greeted instantly with that voice, that nightmare voice 
Left, yelling boldly from up the back of the room, Teah Juliet, 



these different identities. 

The emergence ol a ne* libertarian Nem. I elt offered aii.-lhcr 
position 1h.1l recognised the a n s nature ol ihe social 



Ihal voice helorgs lo a I elt struggling to hold 01, 1,. ,1, ccrta es, squatting, fer s:n and seiual politic. .1 broke wilh the 

clinging 10 some imaginary idenliiy like an anno.* child 10 it, hierarchical no: suns; uad:ti::ns ol Ihe organised left. AITmiiy 

political identification ihe I eft' his been like lhai pre oedipal and seiual nlily. were introduced into ihe convennonal content 

mother 1h.1l I 11 orce reeded an.: wanted m move hey I Km this of class politic. Kul despite its helerogeiiou. ralure. Ihe diversity of 

aruhivdlence. ihe simultaneous need lor sameness ard differen its activities and 11. interrelationship wirh section, of the new social 

nat ressurects Ihal tear of difference, lo return 10 my earlier movements, us theoretical base remained wuhu, a clas.icil 

cultural ruciaphor. i^al mdignani chilleiige is i-e vo.ee in Ihe conception ::l Marxism Ihis under ed lis ah.lnv I.: theorise Ihe 

deserr. -ol simply lost, hui conlronled h> difference .111.: n-ahle to different delerinma s and interrelationships ol ihe new suhiecl. 

live with 11 So I see this as Ihe place I jiii leaving, this .ginary of the mmI movements hi c eouciicu groups like Kig Name 

monoliih called the I elt and my ambivaleni idenlificalior will, n. remained o>: tte. I:: a ;-o!,i;cs ;- ,1 .1 I reduced s,».,al 

My .Jepdiliire he f v-s 1- the spun ol Jure Jor.tuu s corumeiit hut antagonism. 10 a cla.s polmcs I he belief in ,01m :erlying totality 

»h:ih . »-e-e ruosl lolls will *.,> you :nnsl becoming froru. 1 wjm mL . „„,,., „f economic rcces.in- Ihe -rerun,;- I eft . led out 

lii lixi : joined the Communisi Party Us commiline > in the early IVKOs Whatever Us failings, 11 had provided i political 

hegemony, introduced lie 10 Ihe contradictor], ind often fraughi difference, perhap, be.r e*eii iplified 111 Ihe Hew-rui the hmzmenl-, 

hail will. Ihe poluic. ofdillereiice During ihe IV7II, Ihe lie* social writings in the early 11711, I'his tirdrnscia mnenl wis prmally 



the iy77 version .>f Ihe Hiilish H-oii !■• .SVi-hil-sm Us u, ...s... u.d 
strategy was inscribed «. n h the conflicting demands "fa (iram.ciar 

Kurocoruin sin' and Ihe lia.lili.nidl Mdriism I cmni.in ..( the ..III 

Communis International. Ihe hi..a.l dcmocratis In. lit wa. 

lahour m.)vemen1 Al Ihe centre "I the alliance was ihe 

uuproblemaliscd image "I an homogeneous working diss Ihe 

result was a conception .if alliances ihu could al hesi he only 

pragmalic an.: instrumental A Irans formal ivc politics w.,. 

relations I hew remained within Marxist I ciimis: orlhodoiy is 
unquestioned eertamlies, Ihe organising .lies ..I dllidnccs .So was 
I..-- ih.H troika nl Women. Hlacks a-.l Clays. who featured 

practical business >.l lell politics suggcsled a deeper malaise in 
Marnsl ■■inn Ihe confusion lay in Ihe assumption lhal sesuulily, 

a. I. >n. .my wa. acknowledged, hnl tKc consequence or Marxisms 
theoretical language an.l categories was I.. ca.l Ihein ..lull int.. ihe 

realm ol women s issues". Ihe gay .|.ies mil Ihe race problem, 

■"■" , lhal '.(,'c.lci ihes we-e . iher ;cop . 's prohlcii s. an.l ih.il 



. iif ibe broad 



alliance coul.lm 



.1 Iter. 






solidarity The dlffcrcm p::liti. .1 p- .ctices ofth 

and their critique .if ihe I ell and ihe labour movement, were held in 

a kind .1 -ol.i.sal qua- i-t.uc I his t.ulure of theory, combined with a 

cultural l crvdiisru. ensured Ihe continuation of a masculinised, 

hierarchical and Jcruncrum sliucture. With its structure of 

democialic ceiilrahsin ind its roots in the era of Fordist mass 
product i. .r and miss elm p.. lilies, the CP became as anachronism in 

While the Communist Party struggled to come to terms with a 
changing political landscape, sections of the Left within the Labour 

Party were attempting to incorporate the new stvial movements and 
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undifferentiated nature of each identity. The new forms ofmunicipal 
socialism, in Iheir innovative relationship to the politics of race, 
sexuality and gender, faltered on |-is ::ieoretical weakness. Like the 

lesser degree) Ihe autonomy hui n.il Ihe interrelationships of these 

: tlercui su.gglc. and pol.ne. It w hk- I.. ;-,nk through Ihe 

lorruaru f people and their identities within < number .1 

relationships, for cjiamplc. race and class, simultaneously Nor could 

.1 ,,.;■,■ will, l-e . pi. V.I es old.l'e-eu.e both w.lh .- .... hclweeu 

s.vial movement. As K W ( runnel I his remarked: In Ihe final 
analysis, calegoricalisru car recognise power hut deletes Irom its 

■•'•■ "'•'■ '■ "etl.ini'i of op;res.„.u Mas*, gay. working class. 



.,• 



■» 



Agj.usl i b, ilgroimd . I ..is in. Iimii .-in, ieso.-r.es, b, i 

aiilhonlie. revamped a lab. an style of politics, dealing with 

nimpeting claims and administering I.: Iln.se deemed more 

deserving In this political cul ,ir -u. mislrusl. morahsin, auger and 

people were embarrassed about race, men were g.ihy or 
circumspect dhoci then gc-.icr. dnd .eiualilv becdine dn arena 
across which everyone liploed Ihe lulhority of someone's politics 

whalever category <:f oppre 



.1 .1 






■ ■t 



kerism or fund n: e: u sn. , i.iied gro.i.d. thai re. .mated with 
of the hi:. Left who .,. ass.duously hegau 1.. culnvaie the 
ical dllegidnce ol minorities- li* their internal I dhour Parly 



uers- strike ..• IVK1 KS was uilerpreled a 
lions ... ihe le't who refilled any i 
.: politics. Here, they declared, wa. the v 
and a.scrtirg d -hole way ..I hie. A form of c. 
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descended, and with ii J It-It chauvinism rh.il den ced uu 

criticism or suggestion that rhmgs ruighi he mine complei Am 
questioning ofpnor.l.es, such ... Ihc dcharc i.ver p.ckel.ng. *a> iiici 
with accusations ..f class treachery ..i middle cla.s dcfeati-m he 

moral truth for ilscll Us ferv,.ur in direct corTclariou n> Us declining 

represented the last moment i.f Hie Left'. Ihc political machismo of 
male syndicalism predominated n was g g to he Nalllev (rale all 

parts of the Left :h n retired ...lie inlic.i. lanilty anil i sense .it 
strategy were silenced, sandwiched belwccn the righi wing .if ihc 
Labour Party and the mural tyranny ol let! chauvinism. 

Nowhere was this mure in evidence than in rhe kit chauvinist 
response to the cme-gence ot rne W en Agaiusl I'll Closures 



that challenged rne leftist issertion tn.u the strike was in 
homogeneous working class engaged in i sing-In snuggle. In 

alliances represented ihc kernel ol a new radical collectivism. Ir i, 
worth noting that uuages and representations ot women were a part 
of the leftist discourse of the strike, but the political contribution ol" 
women, the sense that they represented something more than a 
politics of class solidarity with the men, remained marginal. Women 
became a symbolic motif of the st-ikc. cheered for their courage and 
resilience but still subordinated rhrough Ihc denial ..I seal 
difference and the relevance ol Icininist p. .lilies 

In contrast to left chauvinism, the slr.kc produced new 

in the changing relationships herwee en and wi.rnen, hlack and 

hcir.g m .id e. The everyday IV rt ihe srr.ke pmcuccd a rc'lex.ve 
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h: 



ofn. 






lirarnscis coinruenl underpins rne cultural politics of difference. 
t.:r ii asserrs Ihe politically ncg.. liable and incomplete character ..I 
identity and s.icial formalioiis. In many interpretations ol Murium. 

I'm its .1 liberal moments, iht -. s .in .,s._oi;r ..laduecl 

correspondence hctweeu Ihe economic base and rne superslruclure. 

consliruciil, i.ki veed to be br,..igi.i r„ recognise their objective 

singular and predictable logic. Where 



e CP'. hro 






What the political alliances of th 
that identity is not reducible to the single logic of class. It is cons 
tuted out of different elements of experience and subjective positic 
but in their articulation they become something more than just t 
sum of their original elements. For example our class subjectivities 
not simply co-exist alongside our gender. Rather our class is gender 
and our gender is classed. This process ofthe combining of elemer 



Difference: Beyond the Two-Step 



of w 



ing point of ci 
,e really is, ai 



has deposited an infinity of traces, without leaving an inventory'. 1 
and economic relations we live within. 'Each individual is tin 



Wr=,'T. f Ml' 

lie is apiecis iirrhL- pusi " Making .>ur i 
:rsi....d u-irhin ihe cuntexl 111 i-is in 



,nly 



-,, w.i^ :lele-::uiii:. v. (hen i n\i im- I:: ;..ir.ipl|- :.e Mars, people 
make history, but nol in cundinons ..I ,„ir Dim chouunj. 

This politics of articu -• .he«s .il forms of fixity and 

essentialism; social, political and das. I..-M. itions do not exist a 
priori, they are a product i>f mliculurmi) S'-.irt Hall has termed this 
the politics of'nr necessiri. ,,r i-\\rii iif-por ^e~cv ^'inv^-in" 

v. .ih Linvtbing' I ii ni.uss .1 s.^nlvri bie.ik w:ih , \1.i-v,sn, ih,il 

has assumed e d.-rlvi-g totality I.. miijI leliiiun. Ihe 

displacement of Man isms univci.alis: ;rcsimip:n>u. I il. . ,i in 

to a theory of social luluhly lakes us nci> ihcoteiical .paces. I'ri. 

'deconstructing' :l Mamsin i, n.l n. undid I:: dispense »il- il. 
categories of cl iss and lahoui/capilal conflict, h.n :■■ refute il. 

validity of Mai»,si :hcurv, «t' aic -nc.iki-g vl .:h surncttn-g :li*t'|-'% 
inherent in thai lhr::ri :. ifiiek lis mr-:.: .ispr i'ioii :o capture with ils 



l.aclau and Mnuftc ansa 



.lion in Ihe 



Ihe cmer B encc ulaculiuia! politic. uldiffcicncc ,s a rcsp„nsc i„ 
• new political subject, and cultural idcnlilics. h.n als<. I.' ihe 

isc ..I identity and dificicucc il has been Ihe post ,irucluralisi 

,.c of ihe ihsence. in MarxM theur) Ihe dismantling of 
eniialism and class reducliDnism allows ihe piulifcra >f ihe 

■:. of | 
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bjectivity, in whatever sphere of life, is a potential site of political 
itagonism. Such a politics no longer simply confronts the singular 
ruggle of capital and labour, instead it holds the potential ofbeing 
counterculture, able to address the proliferation and dispersal of 
mtemporary social and political antagonisms. Acknowledging the 
■ tonomy of : 

ident nature opens up the space 
agency. Our human intentions are neitr 
ier level, nor are they 'always -already' prese 
: product of a complex matrix of differ, 
elements. In The Relation of the Poet to Daydreaming', Fre 
captured this process of intention when he talked about wishes: 

employs some evenl 



.■OJIHSll'.S i 



I- spur i-l IV--;, is diffidence jlxmi p..|i:„.. n.<: his refusal I,: 

preserve Ihe hieraichu il lelinous of dilfeicnce C'eniidl 1.. ihis 
lugucentric form ol limiting is a syslem ..I biraiy npeidlmii. and 



nature. lalmnal/einolionul. hard/soil, masculine/feminine, 1 
JichoMiiMcs are inscribed wiih gcndcrcil mailing they an 

Icejnmisc w,:iuen-. suhordinalion and oppression 

One leim, in :1s discursive and :na:en.,l opcral represent' 

tenire. Ihe e»cludcd icnn is ihe margin By assembling 
-clcrugeue::.is ;.,..s:-:,l,:„-s ,.• Mean .-£ w ::,u language lulu I 
ilich„iomic-. binansiu reduce. Ihe p.Heiilial :,l dilleier.ee mm | 



■..':-■ ' '. 

emergence of new ider.'.' 10 Il is al this p.-inr. where tl 
potentialities of meaning Jirt- congealed ii.lo Imii thai Ihe margin 

outer limits of the centred letin be. ausc .r lunctions as 
supplement, marking what ihe c. n'r. u.ks but i\:: what it needs 
order to define fully and confmn it. ideality I: is Ihcii an integr 






my as .plillirg in d piojec 



is in its nature as 3 supplement '" Ihe centre that the margin is alsr: a 
plat*: i>l resistance. Ihe assertion i.f us «ok- t( threatens Hi 



puholog.se.: an.: rcl.i.cd legitimacy. m« term. i". new .dermics 

ate produced or Ihe inaig.ns Ihosc early a.serl K'ack 1. 

Reauril.il - , Si.lerhood 1. h\.werful and <in Pride' break Ihe h:gic <:l 
ihe otherness ol hinan.in 



!i . 



,lKay:n 



identities ofnew social groups and subjectivity. .■-> ■■nn, ;i.:.li "'ed 
by a dominant culture whose discourses and Ur.f,..,f.f •! not 1 I w 
them to articulate fully their experience. He describes rhis snuggle 
for a voice as being 'at the very edge of semant . av.r ihd.lv - l.ise 






A Place Called Home 
1 yei I...I 



. I.. 1 



wn reflci.vc self comprehension W.ll.ams nol only plate. 

iho.ighi js fell and feeling .is thought - " 

Structure. »f heeling - enables u, to move beyond ...ne discrete 
ling. 1. slit realm and ... lull", .idcress subject. vilv ind Ihe making .1 
identity However, this .Iiuclur.ng of feel. ng ll.ioegh language land 

language and lis c< cclmn 10 eipener.ee .s different lor hoys and 

girl, is they ncgi.natc ihe companies ot ihe ..ed.pus eomplei anil 
then separalmn liom their primary love object Sexual diflerence 

by t.rning I.: theu'.e. 11. psychoanalysis we can begin lo uniavel ihe 
intense feelings lint ale .liuelured rhrough the cultural dctiiulicii el 
dilference A eullural pi. lilies needs ';; address the many locations 

class .upreruacy and s.- on : hese dee" structures of prejudice, 
contempt and aversion characlcmc Ihe response ol the centre ro ihe 
ira-giral A retloive pol.nes w,ll help make sense ofouiscl.e,. Ihe 
lormation i.f our culluial p.. lineal identities, and how they are 
niappeu onto wider symbolic an. political ideulilicaiions 

Today this reflexive polincs ..f dilference places us ui an 
interregnum. We are caught between Ihe decline ..fold political 

ncr songH.g Science - Ihe imaginary rraces of rhe lulure are present. 
e.:ge ofnew pohlics and new subjcclml.es crisis witl msrclalo.n 

d.sconrses 11..: ,de es that have suppressed 11. he! als.. Iranslonn. 

us own meaning Jusi a. .1 .rvade. Ihe centre w.th .is own 



Feminism had m recognise its/ 

static location. II conti traces of Us past dnd what .1 is l„ become. 

the narrative .-I ::.n own lives Bui s.ch an understanding, while 
capital which play a powerful resli mg role .11 .1. lei g where 



Identity a Place Called Home 

.0 ,s opened "I 1 I" n» internal difference- 'I he me back full circle to this writing as an attempt to locate myself, both 

women's movement 111 the lute 1170s ami early politically and personally al a lime when so many people have a 

n; l.eshian. Mack au.l ..riing class fcminisl feeling of being lost and unsnre. My identification with that 

symbolic Left has always been a search for that most elusive of 

somewhere, some place already existed for me - all I had to do was 

can unprohlemdlicdlly slip mm. 

I 1 : I : uwrcnce the inssvcr 1.. his u.deicrr lev w,s j relreal 

mt.i the . . . ■ . . v f 1 . . 1 % and discipline ol lite in Ihe RAP. Perhaps the 

new ways ..I living. 11 ..re democrdiic rcldiiouships and new 

Home is Where we Speak From ; "'' >liscover> md making ..I home' the lonuution 01 value, an.: 

Idl.ou ..fire socidl And I use me word home- here. 11. . I only as Ihe 
inak.ugol a sense ol sell and idem. I v. hul is a 111011I lor a cull. lie thai 
ur.paidlleled human development, h.il ll.ey also represent a values dilleiei.ee and ihrives ..- .is own diversily. Ihe last .-I .1 

predicarueni lhal threatens fragmentation and psych. .s.s lei-. Is. up c.illuidl politics oldifferei.ee must he 10 confront a evil steely lhal 

111 Iheu lack ol personal, colled. ve din: moral boundaries. In this „ fi U( . m enied and mined agiiusl .Iself. poisoned hy .1 class sysleoi 

dnd temporal co ordinalcs essenl.dl [■» hislonciiy. I01 a couscous „„„ t ,|,an Ihe I aho.11 Parly's cull lor 'caring vakes which suggesl 

r.es» of our own collective and ;eis,.nal pjsl. Not hcli.ng.ng-. .1 sense ^ acceptance rdlher Ihdn d liaiisfonualioii ol social reldlo.nsh.ps. A 

... uuieulils. isolalu.n am: heiug luudamenl ills out 01 touch' w.ih .J,,,,,. :: , neal,..,' :..: .,;...:■■ . ..led loi. i,„ 11,, s .,.,:, , 

iclalion lo ihe c.lei.or world 1. matched h> 1 disrupnon 11. ::.n nothing less w.ll do Ihe less power individudls hdve. the more they 

relation 10 our seises 0,11 struggles to, ide y .1..: ., sense ::l ^ o.aigm .li.ed. Ihe mote nomadic personal ensicnce seems n 

per.oiidl c.merenee and .nlcllig.h.l.ly aie venire, on ih.s threshold ihe conlerupordrv conieil, cnildreu pe-n ,ps s.lle- 
helween .nleiior 111.I eilcm.r. ^ciwccn sell md other 






■ophre 



inlcg;iiy can we represent ...n.elves an.: he recognised this is Aga.usi Fundamentalism protesting agams- ihe ami Kushdic 1 

home, this ,s helonging Furiha Km. heiug mlervieweil on KKC , n London |Miy IWj Aitacked hs wh.le rac.sls md some m 

Kddm 1 h> Anihouy Claie. recounted her desperale hi.lor.cal :n ,.„. , hl . > „,.-,. r recipnaied int.. a slaie <:f ,n between 

predicament .:f heiug confronted hy while lac.sm .md ihe rejecnon helonging neither in one place nor Ihe olhei li is only ihiocgli 

olihe hlick com y she giew up in. in response Clare iske.: ner personal, pol.ncul struggles thai ihey will resolve Ih.s mdelem 

where her home wa. Home .. wiih.n rue. she replied "'I his vr.ugs stale of hyhr.dily hy dealing new .dent. lies ll.ey will art. culule 

24 25 
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inc.imrner..ur«hlc- .le:mnl in difference U-l cullures and 

identities can never he wholly .cparale, hinmi 6 cne.>us >■ cs, 

instead the inleiTclal .-ips ■■! differences are marled, by 

frameworks. ivilhin i culiurc thai b.ith recognises difference and is 

»•' *■ lea" n> live together r..l attempting id construct 

oppositions hased or. hierarchies i.l value and nuwei, mil through 
in- ;■.. ii .< ::l |.::la-iii, hni in i-,' recognition 1. 1 the nlherncss »f 
nuit elves. through Ihc nun. formalin ..f rclalions i.f suhordmalii.n 
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prompted the rise of Feminism in the early 1970s 
did Fer 



Alive? ..-a„™ y „^ .„„..„., ».,,.„„„!..„ 

This is not intended as a tired, nostalgic lament for the days when 

we were all girls together in the rosy, Utopian, feminist garden. As a 

ANDREA STUART youngish black woman I'm only too aware of the battles that black 

women had trying to find a space in Feminism, just as I'm aware of 
the problems that younger women have had in finding a voice. So 
[hat ■garden', if it ever existed, never existed for me. What I do miss 
is the positive sense of agency, ofbeing able to respond and change 

So even if Fem imin with ,i capital I .w.ih i lot ..f help Horn 

responsible for losing us, can we attc.nl I., lose feinm i.m .' Or rather. 

in. On Ihe uric hand, whether ,-. ep. i.dcni in.: lullilled lives- 11,1 were the case Ih.al the problems 

ri.s and mdependence On ihe ensign l-'ciiiinisNi I:: hmory iliei all II was pan of the lei si 

nnisiii. with a capital I \ is dream K. make lei si agilalmn unneccs.ary. I here isn'1 one of us 

:.n needs and l.feslvles „,(,„ d..esnl want to have II all personally. Id love lo he a 

■p. -si fe :.i w.vna-' illhe ;>ioblen.s ^uhicii la^c *eic post toe. 

Meanwhile back nn planet earth ... though women still share 

ininv ..f the same „ I problems, the gulf between those 

ihe bottom ol social arrangements -..» can Icinnisii l:e over feminists and the majority, often equally aware and political, seems 

Dead Passe'.' t0 have widened into a yawning chasm. This polarisation of feminism 

anymore. A recenl MOKI poll i|u..ied .- the same f-.im.. irt.cle said feature of the current impasse. Professional feminism. Feminism 

support legal abortion on demand; 79 per cent of the same women with the likes of Spare Rib, Women's Studies courses at universities 

supported the right of girls under sixteen to have access to and polytechnics, and the almost extinct women's units - a legacy of 

contraception even without parental consent. Yet, of these same ,he now defunct GLC. 

women, who manifestly care about and have opinions on issues The wort ofthe gDademy in parrlcular has been essential both in 

concerning women's rights, over 50 per cent believe that Feminism legitimating women's perspectives and in transforming the way all of 

has done little or nothing to help women. So why - when it is ns see [he world However, in an age where specialists within any 

patently clear that women still feel strongly about 'feminist' issues given fjdd are s0 specifllilled rhat they find it difficult to [alk to each 
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d concerns. It is no wonc 

■ 1 chose.: lo make temii:i 



y women. Ihose who have 
, feel increasingly isolated 
tasivity. To many women 



middle classes alongside her professional Iv (|ualifieJ an 
sisters, feminism seems to have been simply a tool w 



Where Does Your Feminism Come From? 

Popular feminism, on the other hand, the erranl daughter of capital 
F Feminism, is ill around us It has evcrythi-g to do with our 
tlay uiddy live, ttt hear .1 1111 ihe radio, read ;i 11. ihe newspapers, 
and watch il ..n IV : hough il s.jm, Ilea- lis d..es n..l name il«.lf 

!>' si- 11 ,s precisely here (through Ihe inedid) lhat ihe vasl 

majority of women learn iheir fee sm. l-ei sin come, 11 rn.nl -I 

guises ,s She. la Cirant's traumatic relationships 111 Hr. .oks.de. .- 

a film hie Ihe Areuml. through .1 HrU'2 IV seriuhsulit.n like 
Jeaneile Vi mlers.m s Orange* Are Not Ihe Unix rruil. a", in 
popular lull. .11 from fe si I, si, like Pandora. ..1 ihe women', lists 

c.nslanlly over Ihe la, I decade, nut least because feminisms 



1 Kape Survey. 10 Company* 
only tit I....I 11 Cosmo. Ihe 
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mportantly the explor 



nformity but uniqueness, not a cosy experience of universality bat 

While Feminism, was vvorrvuiL" ahi'iil concepts like 'fragmen- 
:ion' and 'identity', Eile, under Sally Brampton's editorial guidance 
the 1980s, was playing with them. For Elle the image was all, or 
nost all; words came a definite second. In a world where the only 
rtainty was uncertainty EiieS faith was in the surface alone. No 
her woman's mag in the 1980s understood as well as Eile the 
mpelling power of eclecticism - the Elle reader could endlessly 
invent herself being a little bit of this and a little bit of that, 
ejecting the coherence of uniform identity, Elle was determined to 
sturb: models were androgynous or parodies of femininity, racially 
iried and sexually amorphous. Our unpleasant confusions about 
ack or white, gay or straight. 



■ fen 



, plea 



Through the play of d ifference, the new New Woman lev, 
seems to have one) defined her newness by her different a 
pleasure. After the dour censoriousness of the past gen 
feminists, everything about Elle was voluptuous. True to il 



Feminism: Dead or Alive? 

food were just as sexy as pictures of celebrities or the pictures of welfarism ::l Ihe l.ahour years which was dismissed in the political 

Guatemala. climate of the I1»)s as orally .)hsolele Sii it is not feminism perse 

Ette tapped into a new generation's attitudes and expectations, they reject l>ul Ihis morally aulhorirarian, feminist hegemony and 

with which the feminist establishment simply hasn't caught up. Like 'he lifestyle associared with n 

Madonna, the 'Marilyn Munroe Without Tears' or that ultimate I'or younger women purl .-I the value and pleasure of 

funky earth-mother Neneh Cherry, dancing hugely pregnant on consumption is the space it prov.dcs for transgressing traditional 

Top of the Pops', singing her hit single 'Buffalo Stance' clad in tight boundaries of sexual diftereuce dnd for (Inuring .machronistic notions 

black lycra, the New Woman had a confidence her older sisters "I femininity Ir is line lhar older Icininisls s iw themselves very 

could but envy; she didn't have to be self-consciously or stridently much playing a counter cultural role, resisting received ideas about 

feminist because her feminism was integrated into her self-image '•' 'V- ''"' "•■ illusrrared by rhe difference between the 

What a seductive picture ingsi tree feminism! liven il preinalure. dungarees of the JV'is and rhe revival of rhe mini-skirt in the 1980s 

it embodied an overriding fe si dream lhar ..re day we would be younger women's approach to counter cultural expression is more 

able to wear our feminisn selfconsi sly knowing and none, more attuned to popular culture. Consumption 

I* is largely this confidence :n.,t ,ccoums for Mf'i appeal rather Ihe-cfoic l.ecame one ..flhe c-sciiiial ways m which younger women 

rhan rhe beliel held by many traditional feinmisrs and large seclu.ns could as. err rheu differences from another generation of feminists in 

iir the left thai w,.:neu have smiply been .educed b> the dubious '-•' process ol reel ng rhe noiious ol pleasure and sensuality 

pleasures ol consumption lixlay the New Woman has an which hail hcc.ine rab<... in rhe purilanism lhar gripped much ofthe 



inv.K i.<fJi;it; Jtr- I response lo fash 






e nmiiHi of a c.hereni idenlily. rhe real selr. is more II 's nor rherefore rh.il vonnger wo;ner believe that to buy w 

I more unlikely and elusive. Ihe idea lhar we can be manipulared you « ml i. I:: be whar so- wanr (despile the urgings of the rr 

from hemg i source of oppression and manipulaiiou or women, nas express our sense or Ircedorn In manv ways, :t has more eagi 

become increasingly associated with strategies ..f resistance ro Inc.: 
images of leruininily. 

,1 has also been ore of ihe lew opporr es lo, Ihe same women 

lo express power in, sel< assertion 

fashion and sexuality women, succeeded in highlighting the problems of o 



The Way we Were 



ary, collec 
■ar, hick men. wear make u;- rhan wn.,r you did do I; is no category of 'the people'. 'Man' - that tiny minority of wl 






.e u;- 

;fni<e Ircedorn tint i. so seductively presented by Ihe kigl 
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majority Hi....- i.f u s previously constructed is Olhtr" Nobody one true Feminism. Many of us confronted with the emergent, 

Ihe margin said Air.. American academic. Cornel West, summing liberation of all women or whether it was more pertinently about 

up ihe impact of difference on all ...r lives ,h..ui Ihe grasping and keeping ..I privilege by i liny minor ny 

Si. how is ii thai .iesp.ie paying lip .crv.ee l.i ih.c importance ::l Jusl as the eipet.ences ::l Ihe new movements highlighted ihe 

.s.ucs ..f difference (nowadays even Ihe in. .si established fcin.m.ls inherent wcakncs.es of ihe .acted cows ..' Western l.ulighlcnrucnl. 

journals ire careful lo speak in Ihe plural abom fer sin. J thai so marginal women's experience of opprcs.ion .ntr..duced ihernes 

feminism, unlike ihe praence. ..I con, prion, has been si. which rendered invalid or incomplete Ihe accepted fer s: 

ineffectual in taking ideas about difference on hoard or using ihem as acn.-nl. ..Icnmal issue, hie palnarchv. Ihe larnilv. work and 

Hie founda .1 ideas lo- change' ,eprod 

Although hem. r... in. along w.lh Ihe other Tew mo.cmcri. (T.tical wruings on ethnicity, had ihcv been taken on hoar.:, 

arl.eululed arotnd race, legion and seiuahly. rejected, rcsisie.: an.: offered a more soph. .Heated undcrsiand.ng of Ihe eomplei 

emerged Irom ihal .dim euroccntne. liberal humanist Iradinon of Mariist, icknowledged Ihe .111-. .nance of conceptualising ihcc an.: 

Western Knhghlenrnenl In Ihe pr.icc.s .■• lis own becoming, gender a. well as class structures and ideolugies operating w society, 

* U f>l'""-"<"i of difference, of that earlier, specifically soeialisi felt as central. Instead they seemed simply 'tacked on', consigned to 

an ever shifting, nebulous and thoroughly opportunistic agenda that 

potential, hcruinism aUia/t w,,*, the Irad ral I ell ha. tailed 10 | -,. practical cosis „f ihis failure, ill.isualcd by i-e eruhitrered 

rccogn.se or cxplo.i Ihe Irausfomiative polenlial of ,ts own diverse h.niles wnh.n Ihe I about Parts over. I.- example. Black Sect. ..us 

poi-nng oul how ihe ethnocentric, class and age .pecilic , n to .1 ha« moral sphere lalhci than ,n., l r l :,r„i,ng Ihem into left 

perspective ..I the women s movement devalueil it. own au-r„iiiy . i.so.r.c Is.ue, of racism and .ei.sn, msiead of he.rg lack led on 

personalised level, w.ih individuals either deeply complaceni or 
paraly.ed hy g-.ll 

As Ihe IVWls unfolded Ihe -al.nl alf'.r.ly belwecr Ihe liamiioiul iranst uhur jl experience, hut Ihe insight, of ihe new social 

as as.umplion. alio. 11 women', glohal .i.icrhood' became less mil feminism wlmh pl.ived .1 cniii.il role in ins.ng problems wiih 
les, .-edible Margr.il women. Ihose of a differed race, class or ihese discourses found il.elf rephcaling ihe .air.e kind of ab.oluiisi 
general. 011 struggle.: I., .ee iheir own priorities repre.eiiled 011 ire amh.iions in it. own Ih.eoiel.cal work her :.• appropr lal.ons of 

ihem as women ha.: eailier lound Ihe mainslream let! (which hid ,,• gc-.:cr. b foilunalely ihese models do r,,i account foi 

terrorised- women wiih Iheir cries aboul true' ..cial.sin and Teal' culturally divergent eiperiei.ee between differcnl group, ..' women, 

women Ihemselves. female .cx.ialiiy. lor .usunee. a. relerred 10 in 
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cnmplci w.iv 111 whiLf lu-ccs ul Lipprcssiun inter ki. mc i it iMy 

;lcH'lupe:l :l: I If lent pC's;-c ti WS l' ::lll'. .. tin^ llt:tili.cs !■■ I he 

lainily provides 111 illu.iralmn .1' this problem In the U70s, 

socialist le sis appeared ;.. have completely overlooked ihe 

Power relations underlying fjli.I op iio.su. 11 when lormulaling ideas 

Neither socialist feminists nor radical feminists wanted to 

black men. Nor would they listen when the same women tried to 

fact, as black say men have also recognised, in a white racist society, 
the family has often provided the only site of resistance and refuge. 



Icmiuisl.. like their precursors in the hlaik civil righis 1 
place! grout emphas,, .>n personal experience and id. 



. from the Irailn M let! 



N'y li 
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it home in one's private life. The radical potential of 

of essays Civil Wars: 

of th 



a] struggle. You begin v, .th \ .::.n laiuil' li::J the kids on the bl 
and next you open your eyes to what you call" your people and that I. 
you into land reforai inta lM^'k Hnglish nil:: Angola leads you bac 
your own bed wheie van lie bv vru:se'f •*. 1 aider i::g li' vou deserve 1. 



id, largely bee 



aany of ti 



end in itself. But at v 
his contribution t. 
Masculinity: 

The problem remains that while an honest examination of an 

happens 10 the pri.li.al .:' i. g:es :i" : in Iher Ihan :he :i.:ielv personal' 



Left, 



mphas 



fee 



I pote 



1 oft 



effect pol 



uniquely ai 
Encounter groups and consc: 
to a privileged few, largely w 
enough to be able to put to oi 



e personal is polit 
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tegory ofoppre 

ange way. 



'■I""' 1 ^ Iicmo ■'• ■' lifestyle i»r"i>n in.: who find it haul I.. implications oforganising around identity too far, but 

overcome their ii inn jl .u.picnm ..I the psychoanalytic discni-cs ta t e it far en{ ,ugh. Had we really pushed this debate far enough we 

in. Ircalmeuls which have InsMncallv ;-.,il gised and ihn.ed wou|d hav£ , con]e tQ appreciate that we are a n oppressor and 

organisational l»mi hir .e.ual politics iiinni ol us practical lf , a blaol woraan poet ml i wrileri a professor of English, at State 

limn i relation ^ were very limited, bee iuw Ihey served .1 c inuniiy University, if I am oppressed then we need another word to describe a 

privileged enough 1.1 :iml 1m.11 « nil ■ i:h< ■ I- 111 . :l ..!«.. s:luiio: .s woraan in a refugee carnp in Palestine ... or any counterpart in South 

appropriate Partly in response 1.1 Ihis pruhlein, the frustration .il the Africa. 6 
subordinated voices, wlo, were attempting in iddress ihe »iow 

tude. .)f the way power v,as lit Id within the movement, led lo Ihe Instead of appreciating the interconnectedness of our oppressions 

lopmeni ::l 1 kind ..I tnvrilrd hierarchy of privilege and value we silw al] ur interests as mutually antagonistic, instead ofmaking 

alliances we were in competition with one another. And since a large 

iny (mainly younger) women were 



- f« si movement As a counter strategy I 

- issue. ::l dlll.'l. 
lUICIIlllMl. almost 1: 

i.l oppression ..111, 



often bickering, inward-looking a 



I be inilnuct consequence ol the tlugun the personal is political 
was 10 create hierarchic-, of identities 1- which women. ., 'Limine, 
to prove then wnrthine,, wilhin the movement (and therefore to Thii feminist legacy can only be contrasted with I 



That was Then and This is Now 



o. c. 1 right both to speak and he heard), competed against each feminism which sells back to us a potent package of popul 

over the nature imi eilert ..I then njpie.s Iris women's aspirations centred on havi 



general, placing 1. 11 



options, gre. 
ulUie ma.i 



rapaigning appro 



"■•" Ji u "" ,n £ rape and child-care - and all this neatly wrapped up in a sed 

cloak of designer difference. The New Woman of popular fen 






anyways an inspiri 



appointing the ixlil, token woinan/hlack/gay/leibian nothing wrong with wanting to 'have it all'; it is only d; 

appropriate co mm iltee or posi .». seen as sufficient bv many we make the mistake of thinking we've got it. Without jettisi 

organisation, and individuals, not only m absolve themselves of her symbolic value we should remain aware of what is missii 

srnrrat ,e*p„mr lo these problems. Thi. mear.l that a number ol metropolitian confines, to women of a very specific class, raci 

people became piufentunally hlack/gay/lcminisi and thus found age. Nor can popular feminism answer the real difficulties tha 
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harassment in the City or feel afraid 
parking her BMW. So even in fantasy, this woman cannot escape the 

It is this disjunctive between what popular feminism can supply 
and what women really need that is the source of the curious mood 
of defeat which was so evident in Cosmo's January 1990 survey. On 
the one hand, we are told that we 'have it all' but on the other, we 

are increasingly at risk of joining the growing underclass; if they are 
single parents, child-care provisions are still inadequate; we are stil 
the 'carers' who have been left the responsibility to care for society' 
vulnerable and ill - the privatisation of care almost always means ye 
greater demands for unpaid work by women. 

While women have no wish to return to the bosom of Ihe feminis 
movement, wilh it. dated l.festvle and connotations i.f puriianism 

campaigning -movement- how ... we go ihoul --ang.ng them 1 K.i 

answer either There is a crisis ..I aclivi.ru ir. d the son ..I is.ue 

rallying poirr t.:r a diverse rea.icrsh.p Hike I. .days debale. ahou 






vely to the late ..I w.:i„ii. s ;-.,,■■■ 



thai tan effectively cope with ihe practical problems women are 
increasingly fac.ug over, lor csaruplc, maternity right. II you 
believe us I do thai ..pnmisin is nut an opium but .1 duty, rhen Ihe 
rune musl be r.pe hn some sur; ol rapproeheinenl Ihe ..pportunils. 
will tome from concrete issues, like Ihe detente of women s nghl lo 
choose which has .0 successfully mohi 






..■ I 






'-•■' I •! 
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or rural, gay or .Ira.fthl, certain concerns belong I., us all. We all 

control ol ...11 sei.ial'rcpn.ducr.ve righrs. n are all concerned w.rli 
the -.sing tide of violence ag.i.n.i women, we all waul appropr.jre 
inatern.ly and doinesiic ...pporr 

W,ih... .1... «.:-uui the le si inosemc s rune 10 map out 

Si. rue common territory .it unl ..nly g;ecn politic, that should 

hmilanons ol ..rgiius.ug around ::.r oppressions have made us 

sltaighis. I'erhaps ihe l-CMs is lime to hu.ld hridges and create 
alliances, based n > much on lixed idenlii.es hu Ilei.ble 



from .1 pos.rum of,lreugth based on diffetence 

One of Ihe leal. ires of out postmodern condition' which has si 

is thai collective action has been replaced hy individual salvation ;.r, 
lor some, datnnaiion Hotli strands of contemporary lein.ni.ru the 
profess. onal an.: Ihe popular have fallen foul of. or la. Ice I.. 

shopp.ug or personal career moves, feminism and leiniu.sin have 
abandoned many goals and many areas of potential acnon We seem 
to have lo-g.-iten rhul rhe .clivisrn ol ..rgainsing around issues v..,. 
ui.piri-g and erup<.wermg w desperately need ..thcr model- ol 

:-...it:i,i. .1,101, ihiin 1 vaguely progressive s::rt ot con. erisin 

tchangmg ihe world hy b.yiug .1 bottle ..I Kc.rver'i, bul wiihoui 

tailing > the -kl trap of Ihe divided movement syndrome 

pol.ncs unable I., negotiate d.ltererce and so plagued by gu.ll mil 



Identity 

; [he 1990s can be a decade which sees some kind of 



t of enlightened self-interest for us to heat the ruptures of the last 



I. n97. 






Welcome to the Jungle: 

Identity and Diversity in 

Postmodern Politics 



KOBENA MERCER 



Ins; now fVL r iy:oil\ « m's i: talk about 'identity'. As a kev\v..:J in 
Lunti r ir.pora'\ ;-rliin s ' In ' aken on so mar.v l : i'fei"e::[ L.nii.LiI ..■ ■ s 
ihui sometimes II is nhviiius that people are not even talking about 
Ihe saint |-ms Out- ihing hi least is clear - identity only becomes an 

uncertainly. I mm this angle, the eagerness to talk about identity is 
syinpi.. malic ol ihe postmodern predicament of contemporary 
polnics 

hit-if. up ::l ire Ira: :l vocabulary of Left, Right and Ceni 

Our conventional I'.aps are no longer adequate to the territory as 
pi.lilicul landscape has been radically restructured over the 
decade by Ihe hegemony nl ihe New Right. Hence, in no uncerl 
term,, Ihe idcnniy cim.' of the Left. After ten years ofThatcheri 

been systematically demoralised, disorganised and disaggregal 

l„ ihe n<»nl "'here Ihe ligurative meaning of the Left/Right 

Ihe imposition helv.ee- progressive and reactionary forces, derived 
in la. I from Ihe sealing irrmgements of the General Assemblies 
after Ihe lunch kivoluiioii But today the word 'revolution' sounds 
lagnely imbaiussinj; when it comes out of the mouths of people on 



Identity 

the lift il only s Is a, if n means whal .1 says when iilleted in 

the mouth. .'Ilhi' radicalised Kighl In Iht- modem period, ihe I elt 

would irreversibly cha-g.' ihe world .-das such epic 
■em I.) he disappearing mm Ihe grand museum, a, H is ihe 

postmodern K.^hl lh .1 wj-ts i„ rcvol ms.- Ihe enlire -.icicly and 

remake .>ui fuluie in Us own m, Menial image m lien lihctal market 
freedom 

Iht- identity crisis iif Ihe left is underlined not >>■■■> by Ihe defeat 

Ihe labour movement, h.il ahove all bv Ihe inability ..I lh.- : .iv.nr 

B'>e» hey »i 



\1 



»f I 



orking . 



;■-,'.,'-..' »t nc« •neial iciors .,-,1 new political subject, women. 
Mack people, lesbian anil gay eiimmunities, youth whose 

aspiration, ilo mil neatly lit mlo the liaililmnal I.efVRiglil 
dichotomy However I am nut s,. .„re tint identity i, what these 

the various new m.iveiiients lint have anse po.twar Western 

Lupilalist democracies what ,. as, cried is an cmphasi, on 

precisely ir Ihe Ibli that such diflcrcDcc. camo:i be coded 01 
programmed into same old lormula nl I ert. Kighr anil Centre Ihe 
ptohferatioii ..I differences is highly ambivalent j. it relalivises the 

ideologic, like Miiiimii. lh-, demanding acknowledgement ol ihe 
plural sv.rce, of opprcs,,on. unhappmes and anlag..-is:n in 
contemporary eapilalis; soeielies 

(in the other ham:, the dowu,i.le nl sueh diversification ami 






••••■• 
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traditional labour movement, or to put it another way. 

creating a socialist society. This question arises with a 
nl urgency, nut only because H has bee nine .MTicult lo 
a socialist Miciety looks like is ..micthing -totally .1:11.' 
othet type ol socicly, but hceuu,c t-.' -.■« ,..:. 

progressive and tcuctionary politic, which is to 



GLC. Difference and Division 

I waul to eiamre Ihe unwieldy 



■ ■:■ .. 



,. . ,1, 



no vocabulary in 

ili'ions ir. i common project, which is ihe starting poml lor 

y ;-o(. -ii.dU hegemonic strategy I hi, dilemma w-as lorecfully 
ought to light in Ihe experiments m nimiicipal socialism led bv the 
reatcr London Council and other metropolitan local authorities in 
Iv I:: nod Iimis Such initiatives rnobili.cd popular 



,i lor 



i lasl 



that erupted precisely in the 
oiial l.cll and the political 
gender, ethnicity and seiuuhly 



;op„l,sl |ailld> to which lh. al ill . o cist, (. -,'.: ,lv ...p Ill .Sir. 

Ir ihe Bllemialh of a local campaign lor I'osinvr Images' <,f leshiai 
ind gays ,n laiingry ,ch::ols in yt.7, the I ahour u art> dissocial. 



lear among Ihe pen, inner, . ihe I ondon lacloi' 
lou.ible loi vet another electoral defeat, but in 



t pensioners and lesbians and gay men might 
■ n interest in constructing an alternative to the 
ility' of Thatcherite Britain? 

ant and exciting about the GLC in that briefly 
around 1983 was precisely the attempt to find 
representation and participation that would be 
diversity of social identities active in the 
y. Looking back, was it any wonder the 
veil that f/iis wdi the firsr lime i: hud ever been 
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til i.ridcnlily polities' hjw: on an cssenliali.i nutuin ..(a liuil 
rchy .it racial, seiual i>r gendered oppressions Hy playing off 
other id establish *hn was more authentically oppressed than 

;menis played mi.i I lit normative calculation of disadvantage 



l.ell activists 


who became the managers hi sun- bureaucracy could 


only take . 


.vet lather linn transform the fradinonal lop down 


concept 


.(meeimg need, Hence nft'icial rhetoric acknowledged 


diversity ,n 


adiscnu.se or.ace. class a,,,, geudcf which became the 


policy rcpci 


lone in which each element was juggled ah, ml and 




1 icc.iding Hi expediency, pall. .rage am: gi«K< nkl 


1 ahnurilepi 


aginatisin he ian..niDg ..1 meagre resources became a 


means of r, 


:g.ilatirg ind c..iilr..llmg difference' because, is the 




rs perceived il. .me gtoups Ins, was another gtoups 


gam In Hi 


is ran ii.iii game the ..lily tangible couscijucnce ..1 


diversity n-a 


tdmdedncss. 


I've chose 


n Hi s.luate the iwu laces of'idcnlilv (h.>ih .s ihe ! efts 


genial ens 






ml calls l..i thinking is ire hclaledncss .-1 Ihe 


convergence 


. Why did ii lake s,. long fin Ihe Left and the new sncial 


movements 


m ciirne H.geiher atound ihe has.c questions <.f civ.c 


democracy" 


If nnihing else. Ihe failure' of ihe (II (' In construct 


c"i E' 


d highlights a legacv of combined and uneven 


dcvclnpmeii 


1 in Ihe postwar peri.id My impress, on ;s ihal since Ihe 



The Labour Left administration of the 19K1 -is6 GLC was the first |ywls lr "" 1 ' »<"■ been i cosy ti„l vague ass, imp, i. 

of its kind to take the demands ofthe new movements seriously and natural affinity between Ihe aut s libem 

to go beyond the tokenistic management of noisy 'minorities'. and Ihe ul ale g.iils ..I ihe labour movement 

Conversely, this was the first time many community-based activists concept of de cralic equality and freedom 



■/rliameiiLsiy 'autonomy' made them sceptical of '"*■' capitalist statu, .|u:: 

: that expectations about equal participalion and scs;ici.ui am: even hosliliiv between tli 

a decision-making were converted into sectional unions that make up the I eft" and Ihe 

mpeting claims about the legitimation of different elements ..f hlack coinm ly snuggle 

ssibility of coalitions was pre-empted by the £ay and lesbian movements and Ihe ec.. 

micof who would have priority access to resources. 'hat it radical democratic alliance, are m 



of ihe (ilC i 
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The absence of a ci>min<in language in which to conceive whose spokesman argued that 'homosexuality is something that has 

contemporary alliances among poicnlially counter hegemonic force. been introduced into our culture by Europeans: it is an unnatural 

" - ' lainuntal problem thai needs to he acknowledged set of acts that tend toward genocide'. 1 Influenced by this rhetoric of 

ll.flcicncc and divcisitv are values which are n..r parliculatly well denial, black parents parlicipaled alongside the New Patriotic 

prjclised or the tradition il left tor fronted by the real unplicaiions Movement whose banner slogan, fiays Aids llcaih'. set .ij- a 

of political diversity, the Marti. I Iradinnn reveals us impoverished milIe p„werful .v. tern of equivalences Homophobia became 

condition .is the < logic concepl ofclass struggle is inadequate to hegein c over racism a. the more iinporlanl source .-I support l„r 

ire pl.ir.ilnv ..: t ,.|. and .iu:.ig..u .u,s it w.-rk in contemporary , hl . mobilisation ol right wing populism. tinned or . wider scale in 

.ociery classical Maiiisin is simply deal to the dialogic noi.e mt public sphere by Ihe enemies within' log* ol tabloid l.oony 

produced by Ihe diverse voice., interest, and identities Inal make ,. n Jl: v. as ■< a pind::v ol ire postmodern condition ::i just 

up contemporary politics. On Ihe other hand, the weaknesses „fthc evervdav hie in post colonial K-ilain lhal what resulleii wis in 

new movements are equally demoralising wiihoct a hroader new ..I 'n: :h uk ivle iTiarce between vl i.k ;c..pk- I ire N.il " -I : r. ..I ' 

...cial transfonnation ihe movements around race, gender and Welcome to the jungle, welcome to Ihe politics of indeten jcyiu 

-eiualitv are rot only vulnerable lo co option and appropr lalion the twilight of mi.dcin.1y 



irg cap 

eel ill Ihe New Right itsell III 



ulily, dilfereuce. diversity ami fiaginenlation arc 
kcyw.mls m the postmodern vocabular> whe-e they are saiuraled 
with groovy connotations Hm it should he clear lhal there i. nothing 

bestseller ideology in jrlisiic and intellectual circles Ihe postmodern 
paradigm has heen and gore, hul as a pervasive seu.ihilillv in 
everyday hie lis smelly ideological effect lirge-s on I'osm ,ide-r ism 
means many different thirgs to marv different people, hut ire key 

specilic re.onarce and relevance lor the l.ell am: new social 

he campaign wa. ba.ed on a perceived equivalence in the weakening, lading or relalinsaiion of Ihe ahsolulisl 01 uuivei.alisl 

discourse ol Posinve lunges his concept emerged in mulli la |„ t , „, , hl . Wesiern hulighleuineni The masier naualive, arc 

cultural educatio ire JTis .,. a le.cli of black slicgglcs agiiusl collapsing, which ,s n. say we n:: longer have ll.e confidence u. 

under achievement which were then neurraliseil and accommo ln vcst heliel in Ihe foundational myths ol inevitable human 

da:.-.-, w .'mm i :.r:l ;l.n il.si c,r,,;t tc.ill.i'il diver. il> In la , „|,. y ,,. i(ic , a | ,,.„,;„..,, ■ l .,r.,„, lutellecluals however (like 

taking up Ihe sh.gan agau.sl horuoph.ihic praclice.. lesbnii ard gay Haudnllard] are apt to c\aggcraic Ihe effect in a ralhet slupefied 

activi.is conducieil legitimate argument, tor educational equality .,..,., ., v .„ .. ,. ,, , ,„., A ,.,.. ,„,, ,.,, v . . |„i,r,r a. op: :!„■ 

h ' f,,nn lhjl ""* en pnvnise. by .:s „pponunisl,c vetsalist posnres ll.ev once did J. si like Ihe o-ganised I eft. a 

appropriation fniru Ihe polilics ol race and ethnicity Ihe problem whole generation ol p,.s:war inlellecluals have been llrowr mm 

was in turn compounded by ihe reaction against the initiative. „.,. y L . [1S1S „, philosophies .-I Mariisru md Modem. sm have 

aniculaled hy the I'arert. Kighl. (Irocp and other local ;-r rr bt!gl . n .„ .,„ t . |hc|I Ji:vcriJ . M | ,„,, p|,e lo.s ..fuiih in Ihe ..lea .-la 

groups, including the llarmgey Hlack Pressure Ciroup on Mucalion cullutal ivan.t gatde parallels Ihe crisis ..I credulity in now 
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within the prevailing 
generalised effect of 
. Hvervhod v l:". ili jlsve h" 



posnnodcm slruclure, of feeling 

In s.yciolonicil renin, ihis mean, » recognition ..I Ihe 
fragmcnlalmii .)f traditional sources ol authority ami i.lenlily. rhe 



lenlificalions Due docn'1 nee.l to invoke 
it dinl decentralised lonns <■( pro.I.iclm- in 



modern cndcrcla,s Inun participator in free oi.irket choice, \<>u 
Lan have anyllnr.g von want, hni >..l hetter unl take II limn me" 
The Ne« Rigln is not Hie origin ..f Ihese changes. h„i ihe hrutalising 
nco conservative reasscrlion ..I coinpel.l.vc indiv.duali.m and 
archaic I nrle hnglandism' has hegcmoniscd ihe <..<inin.ni -ense 
terms in which Ihe Hritish are inviteil l<i make sense nl anil live 
through Ihe vertiginous experience ..I displacement an<l deccnlring 



v type nt hege: , which hi. i. t.i k .lisp „ 

aire' of the pnslaar sneial ileimiLralie consensu, 
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Thatcherism has shown, it was the neo-liberal agend: 


of free market 


and strong state', crystallised in the mid-1970s, that 1 


ook the lead in 


answering the task of reconstructing a new form of r 




by creating a new form of governmentality. 3 Ifone id. 


?ntifies 1968 as 


the turning point in the deepening crisis of so 


cial-dernocratic 


consensus, it can be said that it was the New Right, m 


it the New Left 


nor the new social movements, that won out his 


torically. It is 




1 archeology of 






Left and the new social movements developed. 




Children of the Revolution 




And my brother's back at home, with his Beatles and 


his Stones, We 


never pot it off on that revolution stuff. What a drag. Toe 


many snags. 


'All th 


e Young Dudes' 1 




lern is to point 


out that Ihe grammatical prefix post' simply meai 


is the noun it 


predicate, is ';■ isi Ihe uhi<|uit.iu. prefix thus sugges 


:s a generalised 


mood or <en.ihiln> whicr prohlematises the past in 


relation to the 


contemporary hor./on hum which we imagine the 






sion of time' 5 


resulting Ir.im ihe exhau.non of the rational myth ol 


'progress: new 


future or no luture. adapt ::i die, that's how it feels, e: 


specially on the 




t once thought 


that time « i< on our ,ide In this sense, as a shift in p 


opular memory 


ihat re, u lis in a charge.: dispo.inon Inwards ihe pasl. 


one recognise. 


lhal ihe cultural form, ol p. .sir :erni»m Ihe pe-v, 


sue mode ola 


rclro'nosldlgia/rccycliug aeslhelic. Ihe prevalence i 


.1 pastiche md 


partly are irnplicale.l in a logic lhal prohlernati.es 


Ihe re<enl pasl 



torically construct 


ed ar.i 


_nd Ihe 


mioms ol 


was partly the r, 




1 It, ::w: 


; inlcnial 


ilrad.clior.s. But d 


, -.....: 


1 Halls , 


naly,,. of 






recent past sedimented in common sense by the progressive gains of del " I fieu.li.in ,i.-r*ln-.l li ihe wclfarisl conception .)f 

the sixties. equality ' Since I'm the lories have never stopped using the stale 

Taking this analysis a step further, Lawrence Grossberg has '" pursue inDoeluinl economic policies, hul as an ideology thai ha* 

suggested a reading of the postmodern sensibility as a crucial »•>» ach.cve.1 considerable hegemony in official insliluli.ins and 

resource in New Right hegemony. Neo-conservatism dominates oar popular common sense Thaicherisin sects i.. maintain it. s::.i-<e. ol 

ability to imagine the future by performing on the postmodern support by pliyirg ::ii a binary polarity in which the l.elt :s 

'frontier-effect' in popular memory. Although it is addressed to the identified «. u h the pjsi jnd the Wight monopolies I lie imaginary 

experience of Reaganism in the USA, it pertains to the Rritish horizon ..Mhe lulurc I here can he no return t» the bad old days of 

experience as Grossberg argues that the sense of disillusionment disseiisus, which ,s 10 say rhal in p..;-.ilar o.-sc sness tht 

with the radical aspirations of the 1960s is central to the mobilisation !■'■•* ■:. ;'y ..la lul„re f.1 socialism ,s rendered unthinkable' heca^se 

of popular support for the neo-liberal programme of structuring the the popular mage of the I ell ,. Ined in ihe tinier of discoulenf, , 

documentaries 

Ifthe state hegemonic project nfthe New Right entails deconstructing ||,e 'active forgetting '-I me recenr past is lurther underlined by 



ills disarticulating [he central relationship between thr 
itity, a specific set .:' ■jc/cialirii... li.O'ries, and the equal 
oi:.il p'i[Hil.ii with postwar rout!: on It li re. 



One 


only has 


lo r. 


:call those im 


ages of Harold W 


ilson and 


Reath 


:s (fresh 


fron 


i Ruckiughan 


i Palace with thf 


;ir ORE'i 


appre 


date ths 




lonance of 1 


he equation bet. 


veen po 



peculiarly huglish cornbinalo.n ofra 

Much Ihe collective will' is constructed it. great lo be (ireal 
again, a. me 11X7 lory election slogan p.il H Ihe Kalklau.ls War 
and K..val Weddings. Victorian values and Kaj noslalgia movies are 
..II recycled :n Ihe drear krmsh heruage ird.istry, and n.>r ,u,l for 

esence of a new social subject, the teenagi In Ihis equation Sunderland or Dcioysnne „i.ow mat then L.tuiea ought we,l 

Duth' came lo embody the promise of modern .iv *ithm ihe elhos depend on decisions taken in Tokyo or Chicago, but the Rritish don't 

social democracy. Grossberg argues thai ihe repu.lial I lite to think of themselves as a Third World nation run on a service 

pitalist modernisation within the youth counler ci ill. ire of the late economy. So Ihe nation is enjoined to travel back to the future in a 

I60s marked the cut-off point or a threshold ofdissensu. again. I ihe rewriting of history which leapfrogs over the recent -is; i- or. J er to 

;ntre. The neo-conservative onslaught against rhe >nlics ha, retrieve an enl.rely ficlional mage ..I -yslemic national popular' 

mocracy, or as Francis Pym once said, 'I think public cipcclaiions I mpiic. 

e too high. We have an end to the language .-lire S, Mies lo.:ay l>,ck llebdige has called tr.s d.gg.ng for Kr.ta.n' 1 m lhar 

During its period of opposition in the 1970s Thalcherism apprehended and defined Clue only has lo consider the retrieval of 

obilised a frontier-effect which polarised the political field into two •-■• •■• .:.iiui uien..-\ n bl.uk pop n.llure (*here Ihe cui V 

tagonistic positions. Labourism was identified with Ihe inlerven- 






ol Ihe pa.ll I.: rccogui 



the people, against the state, to recruit support for a market-led sources ::l ;-..pulir resistance lo ihe posiinodern fn.nrier cffeci 
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something underlined in a recent comment by the pop group Tears what was s0 important about Ihe demand for 'black represen- 

tor Fears 1 -" 1 tation ' that could be heard in Britain in the early 1980s was an 

extension of radical democracy in which a marginalised and 

I \ lit e 1 I a p roceS s r"»| ri 'h tj-.e' ubje^ls' t racYs'i Jeoloii'y reconstituted 

J "" [ sa > "■• themselves as subjects of social, cultural and political change, actively 



In jos everybody's memory. 






, lew v.ar, agi. J"'i"h Will,ains..n nghilv trilinsed a .implc A minority is literally a minor, not simply the abject and depen, 

lell w,ng populism which ineick unilalcd and Lapiluldtcd in child-like figure necessary for the legitimation of paternal 

'deologies of as--"- ■ ■ 















U-lfs deeply dcmi.rdlising experience ..I being aclivcly disani Caribbean and African people. ..rig mating hum a variety of ethn 

i_l.il.-. as ., i.-s.lt ..I ihe postmodern Ir..n1,er cited the withdrawal backgrounds and sh.,-,nf c m.:i, opericuccs ..I British racism, thi 

and relicai nil., cultuialism funhei rdcilire, ir..iher ironic created a new forrr ol symbol* ty out »f Ihe signifiers of raci 

reversal of the- I h ,i h, , dc. -r is ■ ., • I.e. h ,. -,■,•., difference. For over f-ui cenlune. the sign /hldck/ had nothing b 



Ihe same reason' Ihe I9W), hue seen .1 significant renewal ml 
revitalisation of hide t publics V. hcihci this has .)ccurred despite 
Thatcherism or ■:.-. .1.1. e ;.l it. issues .-I rate ind clhniiity have rn.-t.-n 

which represents , con.idcrahlc advance ..1. Ihe prcv,.,us decides 
Indeed, if 1 think ihom Ihe intensity ..: ,,|; :-..«■ I .., nss „us ,,!>.. ,11 
'the definition :l black' which occurred 1- the p. -si >>« I scenario 

highly empowering a. 11 has jls.. arliculaled jii experience ::l 
de-m.irdnjlisat.ni in which new lonns of ci.lleclivc subjectivity and 



in which the identity .)flhe black s^hjecl was -egated as Other, ugly 
and ultimately un-human. Ihe decentring ot 'Man', the centred 

it has radically demonstrated the coercive force and power implicated 
in the wordly construction of the Western rational cogito - the subject 
of logocc-nlrism and all the olhct 'cenliisms' ll, ,1 construct it. 

were all alike in as -nil. 

the period after Ihe m. idem 1. when Ihe ..ther. ..f modernity talk back, 
what is revealed is ihe hciional chdraclet ol Western univeisahly. is 

bourgeois subject whose centred identity depended on the othering 



Identity 

thereby excluded fr^m [he caie^orv numun mi 
Ihe Je:nr<.TnliL ri^ht t" a :^"Milcl]I sub e< 'is Is 

way because this specific historical e*pcr icncc . 
ory'. Bac 



;hool I felt 
itellectual avant-gards 
.t the height of'high tl 
f Screen did nothing i 
amething important an 



by 



iated \ 



,e. allho.igh I 
ny iiml. was I 
ideology, repre 



■.■ Ijinguage ami 
he subject 
rigidity ol 



age as il is precisely Hit- am 
signficr /black/ llial highlights pol 



different terms the struggle, ft* e*amplc. t.. replace the l.nn 
'immigrant 1 with Ihe lenn "black' Hill often, tin. struggle took Ire linn 

which the derogatoiy colour 'black' became the enhanced value 'black' 
(as in 'Black is Beautiful 1 ) ... In the discourse of the Black movement, the 

denigratory connotation 'black = the despised race' could be inverted 
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so. It had to become part of an organised practice of straggles requiring 
the building up of black resistances as well as the development of new 
forms of black consciousness. J 



struggle js competing voice* and positions struggle to articulate and 

I .ike Hall. I ruesio I adau and fhanial M.iuffe have ddapled the 

nl hegemonic snuggle is .1 war .-I position- in which conlendmg 
lorces seek 1.. win the consent of the collective will' 111 the process ..I 

s iructmg fonns ol subjeeliviiy and consciousness ,- common 

sense Social ulentines aie str.Kii.rc.: lite a language- 11. ;-ai rhev 

discursive conlcii :.. Ihe not s.uce each element in ideology and 
consciousness his no necessary belonging in any ..ne political ode 
01 -ysiem ol representation As Hall argues. What was he.ng 
struggled oscr was nor ihe class belongmgness olthe tern, |black|. 
h„r ihe ij.nein.n it could ne giver. ,is counotaiivc held ..I 

I aclau's analytic framework is organise. 1 , at a lather Imsiraling 
level ::l tr.core'ical abstraction, hut by revogmsmg ihe ;-.utial and 
incor.plclc ih ir.u I* ' ol p::l.lk' ise.. identities siish "discourse theo-v' 
i-sehews universalis! claims in lav::ur ot ru ipping out ihe historically 
.pccilic conjunctures in which hegemonic strategy constructs 

*hich individual and collective subjects actually occupy 111 then 

whal do 1 trade unionist, a Tory, a racist, a Christian, 1 wile beater 
and . consumer have 111 common. 1 the, i-jn all h. Ih. -.amr 
pen.ua,"' provide, cokl comfort lor those who ass.me lhal the 
poliiics of identity' is simply fun and games It alsn undermines the 
unhelpful dichotomy between old social movements, such a. the 



I purely n-y cconom 



o.ns of gender, ge-er 



i the mode of pi 



joys some degre 



(even though the economists perspective of traditional Labouri! 
makes such acknowledgement necessary) if we are to grasp t 
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Chantal Mouffe has brought such tasks into focus by calling for the 
'institutionalisation of a true pluralism' which recognises and 
respects the diversified character of political struggles which have 
radicalised democracy in postwar capitalist societies. By grounding 
her analysis of'new democratic struggles' in terms 



ol III 



ofd. 



'equality', she argues that 



origin ... but rathei on ils link •*. ::U o:hei" still ££les. The longer the chain 
of equivalences set up between the defence of the rights of one group 
and those of olhe: L":oups. :lie Jecpei will he the democrati.sntion 
process ar.<i the mint oiltich i will he t:: neutralise se'l.ii- struggles m 

I aclaus riiclaphonc <l c<:ncc"l of frontier cllccls' rclcr. prec isoly M 

H" ■'■' '"" "I m. aginary ii~iHci mil political soh.luiilic, 

urysrallivtl ■>■■ ■ »f n cro.is i::m alliances .1: >y«nn> ..I 

aniagom.ru I hi- them and us log*, ol authoritarian populism au.l 
Ihe parjnoid policing .>! ire enemy »ilhiu artis.iilale.1 by 

hegemonise.l popular consciousness in the present Hul to 

explains why Hie I ell is so .Ideated am: demo rained) we have I 
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tion inaugurated by new social movements opened up against 
entre' in the postwar period. 
Mouffe notes, forms of oppression and inequality based on 

dictory development of democracy within the universalised 
unification' of social relations in the postwar period was one of 
y conditions by which the demand for equality was radicalised 
in the politics of race and gender. lust like women, the colonised 

:t were interpellated as 'equal' by one set of discourses, while 
rms of postwar consensus repositioned them - in the labour 

procens. in Ihe political process, in social relation* - once more lis 
'unequal'. M "U lie a: jtli^- s UiliI iIil' oor.lradictorv in:erpe]]a:^u 

:^eoa::se pe"p.e n liv.: cliI l\"' Li'^ire towards ireeiloni. equality Li:: J 

.1111: political [lie hv SL'oi.J democracy \vh.ch ::eveilheless Jen .cil 

i' lion: tins perspective thai 'we CLin *ee Ihe wide nil::: ol" social 
conflict as the extension of the democratic revolution into more and 
more spheres of social life'. 11 It seems to me that a historical reading 



metaphor of First, Second and Third Worlds. In the context ofthe 
r r \c\ W-r, whose 'Iron Turtain' polarised two rival superpowers, the 
assertion of UN hegemony 1- 1 new phase ol multinational capiluli.ru 
require! ire presei.ee ..lihe underdeveloped «...rld to stabilise and 
reproduce Ihe logic ..I modernisation necessary I.: Ihe oi.iciicc ol 
ihe overdeveloped world Kill politically speaking Ihe Third World 

objects ol imperialism In such movement, is Pan Africanism or 
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historical subjects for democratic independence, self-determinalioii student uclivisls. within the hohetniai] underground', wuhni 

and liberation. In Kwame Nkrumah's speculations about the second wave fe mm ami m Ihe nasccnl guy liberation munm.nl, 

of the political unconscious of racism (and the psychic reality of its L h< , equivalences Ihat empowered suhordin uic idciililie, will, in 

'superiority/inferiority complex' as constitutive of black/white n l,.le society, (if course, this 11..1 often look .1 cullurul ralher than 

subjectivities") what we see is not the description of pre-existing, ,„.,■., ■: -...:., a |„.i,., I,,-- ..I s. I.d ,1 .'1 I In ,- .III, mi, ,.| 

already formed identities but an intellectual reflection on the black expressive cull. re through Ihe pop an.: rock music industry 

antagonisms, that were bringing new forms of collective subjectivity alternative 1, c-li-i. ir . 11 .: >: .: :g ••• 'lie .*fJ Wo.-dstock 

into being. Aside from the chain of equivalence constructed within hcsnval where Ihe predominantly while, middle class youth thai 

the colonial nation-states seeking liberation, we also see an gathered thought ihey eonsmuled a nalion within ihe nation, a new 

extension ofthe same process within the metropolitan First World imagined coinm ly In psychedelic Britain llns was ihe imaginary 

The Afro-American civil rights movement in the United States constructed Here we see Ihe vicissitudes of ambivalence, inversion 

during the 1950s and early 1960s acted as the catalyst in which the and olhering in ihe polmcal idenli Mention, made possible by the 

radical democratic chain of equivalence reconstituted political ci.li.iial forms ol aniag.-nisrn *-•■.- ill.. 11 ! lied me . .te-si.-n ::l ;-e 

subjects across the metaphorical boundary ofracial difference itself. radical democratic sysien, ol equivalences Al 11, I I point 

On the one hand, this unfolded internally as a rad realisation of whilene,, ».is einplied out in adireel imitation of empowered black 

subaltern racial identity inscribed in the transition from 'Negro' to suhjectiviiy, such is when Ihe activist John -Sinclair !or:ned Ihe 

'Black'. The reformist character of Martin Luther King's leadership, short lived While I'dniher Puny in Ihe United Males ■- I Jof ' 
through which the demand for equal citizenship rights was s„ M ,c ,,; the contradiction, iiihetenl 11. Ihe .molding of Ihis 

articulated, was transformed in the urban setting by nationalist -y-iem of equivalence, became apparent boll, at Ihe fronliet w.ih 

ideologies, such as those advocated by Malcolm X, to extend beyond ,|,e la» jnd order' sidle which eftcctivelv wiped .n: and repressed 

legal and social rights into an existential affirmation of a negated the guerilla .ir.ileg.c< .I'll. I u : <■•>■ .1: d w h.i. ': e ,:.,:',- ... i.ir, 

simply 'X'). This resulted in the mid-1960s in the highly wui c<:nic>tcd hy women and guy uic- Bui in thin respeel, Ihe 

indeterminate and volatile metaphor of'black power'. As Manning radicalism™ .-I .0.1.1 ■■ .1 ,s rrrr:. 1'i.c on w ir.ls : er.wd 



rallying < 

1 President Nixon 



Hi fie at ions by which the codified symho 



niggle, Js 



a form of black capitalism: as well as the left-wing leverage U« Ihe affirmation ol g„v pride 

ed with the Black Panther Party and its charismatic slS | t . r h „ sircnglh . hin .IK. although 11 

, for abriefmomeul around ihe Lite I 4 60s, became ,hal su:h raoiculisaiion ilso altccied Ihe uic 



ing militancy of th 



i counter-hegemonic subject capable ol" leading and directing a labour movement in the early IJ/i\ in ihe eonleil ■■• :-.■ -"K . 

range of positions into the chain of radical democratic equivalence. ! ° anti-consensus populism otthe penoo it was the New Bight, and 

One of the factors behind this process lay in the trans-racial Ihe New Left nor the new social movements, that got hold of w 






taphors of 'black liberation' were taken up, translated and The privileged metaphor of 'i 
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Volosinol note/lh;-,! ^ht'^^^Al-^ln'u^x .'.f IheTign ^has " le P efillJ "'«"« l^unc l*8i.'n,y sfceldi .,1'raoical dsmoorali,- 

two fates. hkL- Ijiiu*. ,nd thai tl er dialectic quality of ihe sign subjectivities is really only an inventory arising out of my own 

comes ..in fully int.. the ..per only in Hint. ..f social crises or experiences growing up in the imaginary of the post-'6S 

rL-v.ilulK.nary changes' because 111 ordinary cirt stances . Ihe conjuncture. Nevertheless, by asking 'whatever happened to the 

idcolog.cal s.gn in an established dormna i«, K y . always tries empowering identifications of the sixties?' we might arrive at a 

ls-, I. I, .,-•:, ,,.,,-,... I „y "-h;> speeches our.ce and nar clearer idea of why the 1980s have been so awful. 

culininaring in rhc line-rules Within' in 1971). Powell encoded the 

dialectical Mux ..i iI.l- emu ..f auih..my mi.. . p..pulisi thain ..I Between the Fragments: Citizenship in a Decentred Society 

hn.a.lL-1 ,deol::g,eal .,i:.,ek ,£.,,. .1 llie li-am-. dcsia:.lis;ng :l,e We no longer regard ourselves as the successive incarnations of the 

.al.ies ..I s..cial democracy As an adv„tate ... free market capiialisin absolute spirit - Science, Class, Party 

IWell prefigured m.l helped pave Uil- way lor Ihe logit ol 

al ted, acknowledging i> llie latl thai the ll,i.-c lines of force ' " ° """" Ernesto LacW" 

socwl movements, the New Lett and the New Hight were implicated Hur diversity is a strength let's value it 

equivalences, set in motion by the deteulring of consensus W'hal .s 

at issue in the moment or ■>':* •• ,.- n-oe-^aiidiiig ::l how ihese leti \c,i:. ir.- suth .i..ry idling inl.ninetl Ihe .:: er-history 

three nuclei of political identification l pcled t<* Ihe colleclivc undertaken l.y Uil- influential ...enlist fet s: text. H.yond the 

will of society. Contrary to Ihe impression given hy atadetiui r"«mr«..' laki-g stock oflhe uneven development of a dialogue 

deconstructionists, Ihe m er.t of indeterminacy, undccidahilny between Ihe male dominated l.elt am: the 19711s w..men\ liberation 

and ambivalence is never a uettril .u purely leilual a.*:au i is movement, it emphasised Ihe ituportanl diffetences 1.,-iween Ihe 

when politics is experience, at us :n.-si ,-tense. organisanonul l..nn of p.d.rical ;-arr.es and rhe panic ipalory politics 

As someone who was eight year, oil in I9fix I have no direct '" movements sucb is ler sin Sheila Rowb..th it,,', nuanced 

experience, memory or iniesimenl mi v.-..- I., .raw, as mote account ;.f Ihe p..l.ntal n ill. re ..| >aiii m he U-.lish Left - 

recent dates like 1976 ..- I9M -.-eiiiale more formative ''■ j;cr hl mac'lio dogruali.rn and rre aurhor native stance of 

experiences in the historical construction of tuv own ,uh|cc1mty Leninist vanguanl leadership drew Hie lo ihe emotionally 

Yet precisely as a cultural lexl ,n p..pular memory. I J(.f has an tenons,,,,: ralni. . I l.e.ng ;,. ,i .. II, , orr.-.i' ... ■: .-: i. lay claim 

affective resonance that I teel needs i.. be delended and Lorserved "' '"•' "^""l* '•' h '"'K " '"«'■'' s..c,al,sl Considering the 

.rruative irnpatl ..I various femini.tus over the past two 
s, ii seems :.. me thai ihe contrast,,,,; decline ollhe organised 
an be accounted for hy j.sr such unplea.ant behaviours 
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Is of modern 




■ithdrawal of affective 


involveme 


nt from fori 


politics, like the i 


lecline of the public 


sphere it! 


elf, underlii 
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:raodern indifference 1 the privatisation of political passions replication ..I jr lulrn.rilarian desire tin a centre I'he Left, 

ao-called crisis ol caring) as much as it underpins the rise of sectarian ..r doctrinaire arii.lv unci the correct' interpretation i.f 



ill sort, .-I lunda 






the name ofthe sil. -t .n.i|::r>l.t -^ suhjectivc level ir the neu. movement. h> the ethical imperative ..f 

passion certainly en.ts, is ha. heen seen in the system of ideolcgicully right nn' I'he moral masochism that inform, the 

equivalences uni<.ldmg in the Cmiinuinist world as a result of altitude polic ni^ and credibility inspection routines s<, characteristic 

glasnost and pereslroika tirarnsci irgued for a symbolic view of „r,hc .cparalisl tendencies of some ol the autom.mi.us movement, 

politics and power as his conception of the party as a 'modem prince' reproduces the monologic and puritanical conception ol ,gcucy 

was based on the argument that all forms of living political practice l.»in>: .- rnariiar cc r.ism and class cs.cn- ,l,s:n he sc.i-.h I. - 

necessarily produce 'myth', which is „„ authentic, essential 'self in adversarial ideologic, such is hi* « 

expressed neither in the form of a cold Utopia nor as learned theorising, 
bin rather by a creation ■ ■ 1' c- ■ ■ n ^ L"e L e pi:an;a.v •vh.c:: acl* on adispersed 
and shattered people to arouse and organise its collective will."' 

The New Right has certainly heeded such Gramscian advice: since 

collective will of the British people has been hegemonised and 
directed by the bifurcated neo-conservative vision of shrinking 

freedom and deepening inequalities. The myth of a socialist society within the nc» antagonisms o I rice, gender, ethnicity and scxua.ili 

on the other hand, for so long institutionalised in the image of the have been called into question by the pluralisatior effect that occurs 

'caring' welfare state, is tattered, torn and untenable. Moreover, the in the encounter between the Jilferenl movements something that 

prospects for reconstruction look bleak as the organised Left - has become more pronounced m the UHDs I he emergence ofblack 

what's left of it - has shown no sign of being able to grasp the women as a distinct 'class' ci fc :^ap in |io..tics. Mi example, has 

imaginary and symbolic dimensions of hegemonic strategy. Even relativised radical feminist notions of 'global sisterhood' by raising 

when sections of the British Left have mobilised an alternative issues of racial and ethnic oppression that cut across experiences of 

populism against the Tories, as occurred in the GLC experience power and powerlessness among women. By the same logic, black 

(borrowing 'rainbow coalition' imagery from Jesse Jackson's feminist positions disrupt complacent notions ofa homogeneous and 

Democratic campaigns in the USA), the 'think ability' of new self-identical 'black community' by highlighting gender antagonisms 



absence of a common idea of what diversity really means for the 
multitude of subjects, actors and agents who are deeply unhappy 



(• .; vi. | . e n c 
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with and aulagonislic towards New Kighi hegemony. One lt p jni ||e|ed bv ire cuhurnl uppropr lalion and coinmodificaiion "f 

appreciates Ihe awfulncss ..III,:. condition (which marks out the ,-,. -,.„ ,„, vein. mis. man. .-I who.e id.ln.al slogans (such as the 

historic failure i.l Ihe l«Hi hv recognising Ilia: Ihe only available personal is political) have been hijacked, objectified anil sold hack M 

ideology winch has laken diversity senouslv i. the social-democratic „, . )t a,, evcr ft ,dcning range ol lifestyle options lor those who tan 

discourse »nnulri ciiltuiulisin- which enjoys lillle credibility among a n, ini t,. pav Yet. jusl as Ihe welfare slate .lie deliver limileil gams 

., I ell anil Kighl alike Hut in so far as the . :l t , ending cin/.cnship rights from the legal m.l political I.. Ihe 

abandons the terrain, it is colonised by tllci(l | a ,ena. Ihe new movement, have ha.l significant unpad on 

Ihe Righi and inonncullural cssciiliulisru is mobilised in the defence pe- a! relal .1 lived c.periciicc precisely Ihrough Ihe 

iif -...I- way ..I life I.) deny Ihe vet) existence of diversity and diiiusiim ollhcit ideologies in the commodificd forms oflhe cultural 

ll ""'"'""' inailetplace Second, Ihe concrete problems of political represen 

Heynacl ihe Fragment wis influential land inlormc.1 Ihe fil.C s tatllin , hj | came to ligri in Ihe III (' ciper iriieul del strateii lh.il 

project of participatory democracy) because it recognised the thedi.lincl between stale formation and the public sphere is not 

diverse ,<,urces of anlagoni. capitalist society as Hilary „ pa,sahle or ahsoloie boundary, bui nevertheless a h. daiy 

vVuiuwright saic. II is precisely Ihe connections between Ihese Ihrough which .1 is difficult simply to translate c.rresp lences 

sources ol oppress both Ihrough the stale and Ihrough the fr , >ne to Ihe other Paul (iilroy. reading of ihe success of the 

OTgani.alioii ol produc and culture. ;rat makes a piecemeal Kock Agaiusl kacisru campaign in civil society in Ihe l"70s and the 

solution unpos.ible .' Bui in the scenario ol lurther Iragmenlalion failure' of lop ilown bureaucratic method, of c:;-.il anil racism 

and lie totalisation that has characterised the l"Nlls, who really has ,„ lhl . |y w1s _ highlight, the degree ol meoinriicnsniah,!,:, -etweci, 

Ihe conhdence to assume thai there is such a trausccndenlul realm of , hl . Iu ,„" ,,,„ heeause Ihe analysis remains with,- the ,tale/civ,l 

Ihe beyond'' Shouldn't we begin again by rclatm.ing the society dich<.lomy it describes, it can-.. I identify ihe pragmatic 

perspective to eiamiue ihe contradictions thai characterise ihe pom:, of entry from winch to conduct or prefigure counter 

complei relal > between :■ Ihis would mean deepening and hegemonic strategy in and .ig f Ihe stale tiiven ihe legacy of 

emending the analysis of the inierdepeiideucy ofculture and politics suhm,, wi:hio Ihe himsh labour movement, one canuoi simply 

in ihe pr::ce.s by which men and women acquire consciousness ::l withdraw li he task ol conceptualising the necessary 

ol ihe salient differences and similarities between political parlies 
and social movements. Alain louramc his remarked that the labour 

movement. whose p::wer .s •-e.|.eo:v invoke.: :. derscore Ihe 

weakness of Ihe new s.^ul movements, is nol reallv a wholly social 
movement" as it Ins confined itself 10 clas. contradictions at Ihe 

eupcnsc ol other social aniagonisrus thai d t ir.se directly out ol 

Ihe conflict of capital and labour However, to understand the 
leveu development of polenlially coi.nl 






as -racisru awareness Irainmg. which sunplv rcmlorccd en: 
i. .us of minorily representation. I'roblem. ol tokenism 
I. the one black person on the coruiniltee or u, the organs, 
sitiored. or rather burdened, will, ihe role ofa represenla 

were le'l : M. ' ■:...■ k ..I.e.-. : is: ::r , a I. i: argil, il, see 



l^Z"! .'^.''l.'!.!.:'''',"'", ^"'T^*'*"" ^ I"'"'" 1 "=frcscnlal,on by e.clusiorary P , 



Iclv angry Hut Ihe encoding ol such auger 
-I form of guill tripping' in which pole 
h) Ihe sins ..I iheir pasl. While act. 
(in corporatism, bureaucracy ami other lorms ufpelmeal mediation) rccogniseil Ihe untenable innocence of concihaloiy liberal plur.i 
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tnliiMii ill. disagreements, ill it vii, • ins "■-•■ mli nlt.i hy Iht 

fear ..I -.-in, sttn m ht morrecl' au.l n.)i ideologically right on' 
K.ithet I- in :.■.!-- tn.ir Iht tdncalive value nl i-nni. a-.i aciive 
mislake.. dtin.n wd. inlnhiled by d doginaric discour.c nl dim idtism 

urgency r,. is,ucs nl nu- din: rdcism I- m> view s.)luldrily docs n<.l 
mean thdt everyone ihinks in ihe uiw way. II hegms when people 

importance precisely hecau.c ihey curt' ahoul tonstrucliiiK 

pluraliscd anil divtr.ilitd Innns nftnnleinpnrary dtriintraty Ihal Iht 

m'-tifi ii:^-t :ouitpv.:n ol t i:</tusr.ip 

J l L lie tnncepi nl cin/cnship is crucial htcause, in a ntmocraty. II 

optn ended or uideltrr It rtlalio"ship lr ir.e in oiler r period, 

i.inirt-m l>ii«ii'ii INNII m.l I mil. iht industrial lahour movement 

» ilhiu liberal ilem.)craty. ihe gradual tntianchi.tiiitnt ol titludtd 
and mutginalistd suhjttts. is ihe re.uli nl class struggle,, 
tDnslitulcd iht dinn "f govtrnrneni defined utltr 1141 as s,k.,.,I 
ilemncidcy In lh.- p. .si mdustridl world however, iht dttiiociatii 
image ol'lhe p top It' h .s httr. -.ii.ua.ly ;-lnrai.std a~d hvhmlisei: h\ 
Ihe prohltrdlmu ol new a-tagoris:ns anil 'he present e old ill vers ily 



po.sihlt I.. ttm.agt a ruinimalisl suit capdMt nl guaranleeing suth 

by Iree rinikel lortts" John Kedue din: olhers have drgueil Ihdl only 

democrdtic tm/i-nship cm mate socialism thinkable agdin " Si. me 
section, ofihe I til in Bntdin, like Murium l:<Liv rtidgd/iiic. »..ulil 

Km I have yet I.) hear Iht clmru, old genuinely plural . I iscnurse ol 
ihe ! ell which aclually acknowledges Ihe sheer difficulty nl I. ..up 
iviih ililference 

poslwut moilemisaln.n Politically. Hit Hrmsh I efl slill its,, is mil 
rtiredls Iron, i-e ilemotrdlic las, thai to-lmn;s n, namelv lo 
rhomughly moiltmise lis tontepnon olwhut i .nciah.t socicly toulil 
j D.I should he. I'o ilale Ihere has heen very lilllt .uslaineil aiidlvsn 

L-nurse serves Hie purpote nllht lone. u,uilu nicely llhnwcver. is 
-Smari I all remarked, ihe must produced in us dltcrnpl u. find new 
form. olileiiiDtranc tepre.cnidlion m.l parlitipalion i. Iht posilive 
»"-"■ ■■■ - "■<•■ ds opp.:stil lo phoiitv nu: ;aeilitil. dcmoe'iacy a: 
*.-rk a posilive recognition ollht ticce.sary ten. ion between civil 
n:tit:v and Iht suit', ' ihen irslca.: ol withdrawing into <|uitt 

dclively lo tnjoy .m.l tutouragt .nth most ,1 n ,s lo urou.c anil 
<:rganse' a pop.lai c. er hegemonit tontepnon ol radical 

Ihe noise 
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FRANCES ANGELA 



This work is about my life, ah nut old and new struggles Cine of these 
|rml<. graphs represents my grandmolher. a s.gn.f.eaul figure in ini- 
tially life, nihers lealurc my in.)thei, although in (.imi- il is difficull 

Ihcrues: childhood, fantasy, seiualny. religion, desire and pleasure, 
menial dines, aril cla.s All ihcsc sirands have shaped fny life, hul 

each olher au.l logclhcr ihey mii.l^IjIo fny slrugglcs over identity. 

language .. i sue ..I struggle, so loo is representation 

Ihtse representations .pan m> iniiveinenl from I-.- margin, and 
mm those centred institution, ofhighct education Ihey mark lhal 
painlnl altempt m grasp a language dm: struggle wilh theories lhal 

representing my suhjeclivnie. in ihese p.elures I mi ais„ 
rcpre-eniiug Ihe experience ..I many ..Ihei winking class w.irnen 
Nul only in ih.il struggle in l;-d wn-ds :_t in :- il very rK.rum into 
those plates where we have heer constructed as the Olher, where 
..ur very presence anil ci.ucerus .,re seen as d.siuplivc 

I have tome M believe lhal my suhi.nlinare iilenliiy. growing up 
as ,, gul in, rhe i-argius nl ihe winking class, defies any ahilny In 

which harnessed me I.) rhe whims, desires and uses ..I i.rhers II I 
have I:: Hi ink ..t one wi.rd lhal could work as , :n::lif ..' |-is 
experience .1 is .onfinemrnt Ihe shrinking ..f honyons. Ihe 

72 
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Ihe :"■ li s - : lhal work, even now, on mv mind and hi'i : v. [ha; have leli 
Ihei; :!K.rks am: soar' "il :u\ menial uiilI phvsical health. 

secured my oppression as a working-class woman I hadn't imagined 
it would be so hard. It was then that I realised I was still living in 
those old spaces of servility - wanting to please, knowing absolutely 
my place. My photographs come out of those spaces and begin to tell 
a story of my silenced past, in which I also was complicit in denying 

powerlessn... and Ihey begin I.- eip-ess Ihe par and cn.t ::l lhal 
struggle. Thev ir.nc ni. claim :•• portraying ...ire Irulh ,il>::.il my 
past, no cla:n. ;.. si, me authentic .entity Ihey suggest mi. Yemeni 
ratherthanfi.il> 

This moverueni doe. not ahau.lon lhal ira-gi^al class p.isil, 

deprivation .no mil, :-t a -ismri i-.ii is acknowledge.:, ih.it has .1 
determining elfect on pct.onal and political iileui.lv Ih.s place is 

neither the cl_ margin nor [he _c opt.ju ol the centre. I lord 

space where new subjectivities, new politics and ne» identities are 

articulated. My new location has the resources of II.,- .,-.•-,■ hul 
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The Value of Difference ?££■ 

JEFFREY WEEKS w^s^jSta^iT^teTi^^^^Aol'^^'m 

A Question Of Values differcnl, <nd "Hen ™H,l« 6 values. By saying who we .re, we are 

.1... .Hum,: In cxpcs «-Ii ir we are. whj: we believe ami whal w, 
Ideuiuy is ahoui helongiug. ahoui whu you have ,n common with desire : he problem i. :hn ihcsc beliefs, needs desires arc often 

■:.,.„ ,i E oe. v..i> .1 sense i ' personal h 'Lain. n. Ihe slahlc cor, i. .our w.lhin individuals ihcnisclvcs 

individuality Hul .: is lis,, ahoui yiiur social relationships, your A || t |,is makes debates over s dues particularly tra.ifilu and 

have hecome .■vii niLTt- tomplei and contusing, hach of us I« with ..\ Me ,„ „ i ni . y „._,.„ ,,- | L n,idmcnlul, and deeply fell, issues ahoui 

a var.cty of polennally conlradiclory .dcnnlies, which halllc «.thin „|„. wo a-.- m.l whal •[ wml I.) he m.l become Ihcv also po.c 

ii. I..I allegiance as men ..i women, black .<r while, slraighl .<r gay, iniijL.r polmcal .lueslo.ns how i„ achieve i reconciliation between 

able bodied ..r .iisablcd. Huns!,' or I .iropeaii' The hst is „,,, onllcclivo needs a. h i- hemgs and our specific needs as 

polennally infinilc. aii.l ... Ihcrelnrc ale ...n possible belongings, individuals and member, of rise-. c c.:min Ins, how i,. -^ala^cc 

Which ..I Ihcin wc -.vus ..-, bung ;.. ihe fore, .dcnlify wilh, mu universal and Ihe parlicular. These are mil now yucslions. but 
depends on a I...SI of factors Al Ihe ccnlre. however, ire Ihe . -lues 

ihe hlack m.nei' ini i. ".m I. si. i. m I p iv l.h.r iim ■ "ii. soon The Return of Values 

I he iiuesi.nn ..I integrating ihesc creative hul diffuse and polennally This is Ihe background to a new concern with values in mainstrean 

divisive lorccs mi., ihe p.ihlical mainstream ha. heel, pari ol the politics. Most notoriously, Mrs Thatcher has invoked 'Victoria! 

agony .it Ihe l.cll during i-c lisi decade Issues nl identity are now, values' and has pronounced about everything from socce 

however, ii ire ccnlre ..I in... or- politics When Mr. Thatcher hooliganism, to religion, to litter. Even the Labour Party, in ai 

unci, anathemas agairsi Brussels and ill us works. ..r mlcrfers in uncharacteristic burst of philosophising, has produced a statemen 

Ihedelails nflhc history curriculum, .he is engaged in an exercise in on Democratic Socialist Aims and Values. And these are but the tip 

.:cl,nca:ii, E ,, c.'l.ral p::lil:ca! .cenliiy. i- :r,s , >s, of ofan iceberg. 

Kiili.hne..', which she wmls u. to shire When President Such f i urries nave not been entirely absent in the past fron 

Ciorhachcv discourses on our c.imm.iii K.iropcan hoi,,.' he is British political and cultural history. But on the whole, from th. 

s:-.si-e io ie I::- _r perception ol Ihe .Sov.et idenlily. and to Second World War until recently, the political class eschewed toi 
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ial-deraocratic consensus, welfarism, wilh II, commitment niceties Recently, Ihcrc have been welcome sign* ..I i revival of 

a and caring, provided a framework fur social policy, but concern wiih basic values I he I ahout Party s l<*»» statement, 

ly, in the sphere of private hie. the inosl c<.herenl pohev review, may have been loo hlanu lor imiiv people's tasle 

: of moral regulation, that enshrined 11. the penr.ssive CI he true purpose ol democratic socialism is the creal.on of a 

11 the 1960s ofthe laws relating to homosexuality, abort genuinely free society! I I v..,. the frrsl tune since 1917 that Ihe 

1 etc, is based on a deliberate .uspen.ioii ::l auv querying Parly hud attempted to define its purposes, and 111 a recognisable 

'right' or 'wrong 1 . It relies instead 01, subtle distinct p~il -hm.ii '-1:1.1 tesseiitially Ihe righls -ased hherali.rn ofthe 

vhat the law may accept for public behaviour phohimg American philosopher. John Hauls, 

Al Ihe same lime the Party seems to he attempting to resurrect 

Ihe hall bunco colleen vin traditions ol ihe British populalion. The 

lyrical Kmnock election broadca.i 111 19X7 suhliminally told us ofthe 

rumbled, however. Ihe search h>- importance ::l rooledne.. and belonging as the Kims lor political 

items his become ralhet more advance Ihe I ahour Party s poster campaign early in 19X9 - The 

I some people have moved l.avo.r ".ir'\ "«' p. ru ..1: i-l« .1 .'el . ..■ 'shared 

alternative lifestyle, to heallh lads values, ol c.iumunal spiril. lying latent 111 Ihe ...llective 

ns. on l.ell an. Right, luie bnrsi wizardry of ad agency skill., but n is not 100 t.ncilnl lo we :hem as a 

linlh. whether ,1 he ahoul ihe rellec Ihroadei tendencies :.:w ird. reasserting universal 

, done 10 ., .,ls. ihe rights and humanistic values, which transcend conventional political divisinns. 

thi. or that religion. 01 die marvel, ofthe market In iheir dilrcrcnl ways. President (lorbachev un d green politics have 

There is a new. cluinie wheie values mailer, and id. -. ■. I: u-. ' .i.« ... ■' no didarity 

villy ndly. are being drawn into ihe deb. He underlying Ihe divisions ..I ihe world Clorhathevs ad. ress to the 



'Speaking .i'i.i.i.. is me philosopher Paul heyer 



1983 Gen 1. I lection 10 he- adoress 10 the tieneral / 
the Church of Scotland in May 198S, Mrs Thatcher's m. 
has had, in Jonathan Raban's phrase, a peculiar 'integrity' 



ues of the 
inexorably 
nficancc ol 


.ssemhly of 

.u-.il outlook 



11 people. (Ween philosophy calls on 1! 



Difference 



ilily ofdiftcr. 
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luman sir As a pi s.iphical position n may ho ., good slanting l«l ■ hundred flowers bloom at (' ly Hall in pursuit ..I a nc 

p I, hut ildocs not reiKlily loll us how t„ deal with difference As majority ..I ininnrmcs. Ihe response ..I the labour Party 

eco me national, linguistic, ethnic, religious anil the conflicting *« he c-ni,rcly surprised ,1 thai de.pik us political daring, and 

a commendable commitment h> those hitherto excluded from the 

„, political mainstream, n was dilficulr I., detect hehmil the (il.f 



major lineal t» pcrcsii,„ka. mil In h n sulicanry II ever-growing p..lilical ruairslr 

social coruplexiry. culluial diversity am! a proliferation of identities policy anything 



rente id itself were piunc gooes linpowerriicnl', 
yes. h.n whom should the I elt em power V 

I'he Salman Rushdie crisis ha- dramatised the absence ..I any 
. Itjr cm philosophy i.n the I ell I'he Kushdie affair is inip<irtanl for 
socialists 'p -t srn;lv because n concerns the Idle of an individual 
idiul an individual <.flhe Left ir rhat) :.r htci.it .1 underscore, in 

At it. most c.rrcine. expressed in Mr. I'haichcr s dictum ihat there have in apparent conflict ol ahs<.lule. the righr ol an luihm Hi 

;s mi such thing ds s.>cicly. only individudls and their families, freedom ol speech, to challenge whomsoever he wishes in .1 

inference becomes merely a riidller i.f individual iiuirks or democratic s,*.iery. -it against the claims ol a distinctive moral 

pathologies S<.oul goods arc products ..f individual will, or desires, enmm ly not lo have us I iamciiial rehginus heliefs altacke.1 

11 .dialed l>y laruily resp,,ns,hilines In the economic sphere, this undermined. Km ofcourse the real divisions ,re more coruplci 

I'haichcr put ilduting the I1N7 election campaign of morality. Rut he left has not on the whole heen willing to endorse an absolute 

moral choice, in turn, particularly with regard lo issues such as tight ol tree speech Or the contrary 11 has supported campaigns 

sexuality, is limited hy Ihe comr ncnl lo 1 traditional soncept of ig.n-s; racist and scxisl literature, whilst 1 strong minority has 

I'he Lett, on ihe other hard, is heir 10 a strong sense of collective Muslim corn e. al Ihe centre of the crisis are Iheruselves not 

identities, „f powerful inherited solidarities denveil Iron, class and monolithic, bisected as this inevitably an- hy antagonisms of class 

w.irk cornm es. and of different social constituencies, however ""' Sender, nil hs ;ol,i ; .al omllicls A' the .11: c ''ire 1: e ;ss_e. 

inadequately 111 Ihe p^sl it -as :ee- ihe ::: deil will, shen. raised do not oust only in a mcla realm of principle Ihey work iheir 

Mullieulluralism. as il was articulated Horn Ihe I'JhOs m rhe "ay through ihe mi. irks w„rk ::l politics, in this ease Ihe 

complexities of inleinational politics as well as the ward hy ward. 
ei.rslil.io-. 1 hv consul, lency pr.-:le:us „( : ,1., .1 ;■,..'.,.,:, 
In rathoi less Nevertheless, there is a central uuosiion at Ihe heart ol Ihe 
.e ol different kushdie affair, and ,1 concerns Ihe possibilities and limits of 
i'ciii. SuruilM |. .1. ism in 1 .oru;le> sociery I er s lake as an example Ihe cnesiion 
silv ' Rut Ihe ol religious e.iucal school,: the government by insisting under 
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the |y«« Education Reform Act that there should be a daily act of 
centrality (if the Christian tradition to, in Mrs Thatcher's words, 'our 
People with other faiths and cultures are always, ofcourse, welcome 



.,■:■■> 



Ol in 



riouH 



Left In this um, i-.' tchiiDlt will he based on .1 prim. pie of 
«.■> -cgregat.or which elsewhere Labour i.pposcs. As a Icltcr In the 
Uuanhiut In.ir. Noulhall Hlack S islets ;-^i it, the labour Party is 
prepared l>. .b Km the pr.nciplc ol equality « 



:■. - 



■ 1 



,1 11., : ,.-:,„i- ;,r.\ seem ,1. Ii.ely :•• cause confusion, conflict and 

77ic Viifiiw/c Verses. No"i only was the hook written by an immigram 
and about 'immigrants', but the book itself, as Malise Euthven argued 
on its publication, is about 'changing identities', about the transform 
ations of identities that affect migrants who leave the familiar refer- 
ence points of their homeland and find themselves in a place whert 



differs 



This 



raply ll 



u:ih 



ofdi 



j-existence within us of conflicting needs, desires and identities, 

ecoming a major cultural experience for us all. 
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iuc cm he slated quite simply hy what criteria can w 
ecu Ihe conflict. ng claim. of different loyalties? To asl 
immedialcly underlines the poverty of our thinkin 
a.. Ihe rights ..la group obliterate the 'rights' of ai 

nil Ihe freedom of <.lhcr citizens. To what extent shi.uli 






n.g.iige I.- 



infronting ihese dilemmas lirsily. ihere 1- Ihe discourse ol 
I polities and morality I- ihe United Slates ihe prolccl.i.n ol 



iinenl. 11.. 1-.' concept ..f group 
ever, clearly hack on Ihe agenda 
eh oft'hancr NX. with Us appeal 

need <::r a ddif.cal.on and prolecto.n ol fundamental lights 

Unforlunaicly. Ihe clam. I., r.ghl, however well established il a 
constitutional level, does -01 help when nghl, are seen I., he in 

cor.ll.cl. To lake Ihe is,„e <.f ahoito.n lyel again ihe I.k.is „• -a] 

dehale 111 America 111.: Britain], here Ihe conflict .• helween iwo 
violently conflicting claim, 10 right Ihe rights ol Ihe unborn child' 

lerius Ihe conflict is unresolvahle, heea.ise two .alue sy. terns lug in 
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becanse they are claimed. Rights .11. ;r..d.icls of Ionian assoi,.,:,on, | -,. Rushdie affair has underlined Ihe iuadeu.uacv ..I ihe cusling 

social organisation, traditions ofslrugglc. and historical definitions of languages ..I light, and emancipation hn dealing with real conflicts 

needs and obligations: whatever il.en claims to vetsalily. ihey Rights bused irg cm, leave „s slunng blanklv ji conflicting 

are limited by the philosophical system I.) which they belong, md chums, while in emancipatory rhetoric leaves Rushdie Happed in 

the social and political context in which they ate asserted. Th i. is not his sufe h«uw In practice. :n Ihe ihseiice <.t anything better we 

to deny the importance of rights based iig.nienls But it we are to seem I., be laced by iwd sink alternulives On the i.ne hind we have 

take rights seriously we must beg articulate ihe sort ot rights „ LH || ,„ respeci absolute!} ibe rights lit a -pecifie cumin ly in 

and Ihe type of political culture we w „rgauise us own was ..I lite, regarilless oMhe traditions .if Ihe wider 

dilemma of choice, the politics of ei: .nicip r hi his essay 'On Ihe K f- To goad and :n::ck Ihe new religions ,s I., n.h Ihein of their 

Jewish Question 1 in Ihe 1840s M.:r> countcrposed In the 'morality of roots „,„■ seu.ilivilies T he> musi he left I.) develop in their own 

Rights' a 'morality of emancipation', and even ru..rc powerfully than wuy'.' I his u, ellecl is an a-pca! 10 gne lull ;la> I:: culiuial 

theclaimto rights this has proved j;:„-:,.iil m.-bdisi.-.g force. 1 It offers difference, whalever Ihe implical s.ruplv hccau,c en<.ugh 

u vision ..fa totally free society, where everyone's potentiality is fully people aie willing and able 10 affuin Ihe importance ..fwhal is 

realised, and a powerful analysis of the constraints on the realisation of differenl On Ihe other ham:. :heie .s ,, d. .;■ in ol :l,e challenge ol 

selfi.hnes. and conflict are essential parts of human nature. True .1 1: „ ■ 1M m, ,l,si: his failed Ihe umcoliurali,! policy of ibe 

llnneil Siales worked, welding it. new peoples, limn every race, 
evety belief. into a whole' ' Pluralism 1. in fact uisiilulioiialised 
rarher rhan obliterated 111 Ihe USA, and inlercommunal ,ltifc is no: 

diffeiences di.solve 111 Ihe gieal melting p..f ol America. obviously 
Mill has .powerful appeal 

Neilhei position ically deuls w.ih ihe fund imeul il iss„,s [)ne in 
effect insi-is thai it is impossible :■.< evuluale differenl lradi-i::ns : he 
nihcr hopes ihal Ihe claims ::l other Iradmon, mas dissolve > j 

human emancipali.in a. convent ally set forth is not itself the need, are 111 conslani flu*, and change over lime I'hev . he 

idainental pioblem Ihe glorious goal has all loo often justified :,„/,., vy :n. i:.o-.,l sys:ei: . .: ie.d, II.,- !erv,.„r md anger ■■: 

■along of eruancipali.in has left ls floundering when faced by the change, where everything Ihal wa, fued begins 1.. seem radically 

.lily of conflicting claims to rigl.r md ju.tice. unceriau, To be able lodealwiih Ihe world a. il is, and 1.. change it, 

96 97 



h n nil.ire, it claims. 


;anfli 


lurish in a truly emancipated society. 


Most 1 is who are 










rm it shaped the rhetoric of the soci; 


movement that emerge 


in th 


e 1960s. It is still latent in the hunge 


lor Utopia and for the ti 




ndence of difference that shades ou 


politics II, ,: difficulty is 


that tl 


le practice has rarely kept up with th 






-ry of Marxism. The Marxist traditio 


Ins been -eluctant to de 


Fine tl 


le nature of the emancipated societ) 


and has been noticeably 


blind 


to questions of nationalism, ethnicitv 


gendet and sexuality. 


Not 


do the experiences of the sc 


rh-Htnt -.>c,.ilist countries 


offer 1 




emancipation in the term 


- ".- 


red by the tradition so far. 



we need a Lin l"u age ■ -- 1 " | "■ - - 1 : ~ i ■— " ^ 111 l,: is aMe u- speak 1" -.1 il ier^nce ,.::•! 
uncertainty within a framework of common principles. 

There is no :ead v-i::ndc M;:e;vn; 'aiv lliis :r,:i -is a firsi s;ep we 
could usefully learn the value of what Feyerabend calls a 
■democratic relativism'," which recognises that there are many 
different ways ofbeing and many truths in the world; people should 
have aright to live in the ways that satisfy their needs. 

In the Rushdie case, this implies respect for the traditions and 
aspirations of the Muslim community, and the creation Dfprotected 



inly work if arguments over ne 
lemocratically in each rami 
;ommunities. Communities of it 
;mbody traditions of argumen 



I freely and 
n different 



democratic framework which allows debate to flourish. 

in turn must be governed by what David Held has called the 
principle of democratic autonomy. L: This argue 



befra 



. flh 



aulor.nmv implies .1 respect ar.d iterance f"i oilier pcples j:eeL : s as 
Ihe guarantee of your own freedom to choose. Groups am: 
communities become potentially undemocratic, as fund amen I alls Is 
of whatever flavour do, when they begin to proclaim the universal 

hie Rushdie ha. I >l 1.1 his cost thai this principle .is yer has very 

lilllt- leverage 111 the luiidainenlalisl cmninunily he was addrcs,mg 

emslence ol a wider pulitical community bused on acceptance of 

should not seek, a single was nf hie that would satisfy us all 'lhal 
doe, not mean we i.in-oi ,,;:„ ::n . . vim .<•■■ -optical ends i-r 
construct >l whal can best be described ,s a 



The Value of Difference 



ihe common good ar.d 
rights and demands. V 

g::als ol a jUSI s::c;ery 

inequality, tucism. gei 
relations i.f 1I01 



congruent with the best in the democratic and socialist traditions. 

This approach to socialist values is at best a framework within 
which we can begin to rethink the question ofdifference at both the 
individual and collective level. Rather more effectively than a simple 
claim to right, such a position offers a set of criteria for assessing 
conflicting claims. More modestly than a morality of emancipation it 

concept of politics as a process of continuous debate and mutual 
education, and to broaden the democratic imagination through the 
acceptance ofhuman variety and difference. 

Notes 
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Introduction 

ph. >K. graphic, literary jii.I ns.al representation are organically 
infiinne.1 by and shaped Ihmugh our historical memories inii I lit 
i.m cullural signs inil pr. .cesses .if our subjectivities as Mack Hrilish 
The richness anil omplenly nl the black mll.nl Viph.sion has 

..ui ..lh.rn.ss i... dillcrcuLe' as sing.lar. set gl> .lane 

identities ::l se._alily. race in. tender (with * liucc ackn.m-ledgc 
lit nl i-l.-.n disadvantaged, economic position) 

re-inscribe Ihe language and conventions .<! represent. .>n. n..l 

Df relerence This emails cicalirg ide es a. bla^* British w.iruen 

II. il III r.lll...- I... ■ ;-|.::mI ::l, !::\ .c reversal ..I. ..I as , 

L..rreciive I.) . hui in andfui nuiselws S.ch a lurralisc ihnaris 

June Jordan's .u.ig-l Ihal i.icnlilics ,rc u.n tiled -:.i akay. in i 
re p re sen uu io :. -..n.:n .-I p.-nue/negalivi- m.ages] I lued 



s of our selt-detmition purely a 



subjective experiences of Jis^kioemen:, alien at ion and 'orhernes: 
The marginal ceases lo be the object of interpretation ar 
illumination: in our own self-referencing narratives we expropria 
those bodies of knowledge and theory which are ethnocentrical 

Both these p.cecs iir wr.t.ng ire my leriaiive explorations irm ll 

womcns attempts I.) secure jn authentic v.sual language, ji 

seco-.l the cmeige-ce ol . I'lerence w. t ■ - ■■> black le -.:n :i I. 

been j tune for reassessment ami critical sell evaluation While ll 



Wining has in earn eip.mi.fi myself, as well gtappling wiih 
lhcor.es ih.il mifihl enable a different kind of political (I iscoursc .■! 
i.leulily, il ha- miaul engaging critically with the categories dI 

black womcns m.. ~cm.nl ol ihc laic 1970s and early I9W... had 
employed l L her I spoke ami wrote from a pos.i.or ol 'lur^n^lilt 
and resistance, but ilways si lengthened hs ihe collective 

cons t s-c.s ..I ourselves as black women, a. feminists and .is 

lesbians (albeit a visibly small ::iiivi I ..day. .1 :r.e beg i-g ::l i 

new decade I smII mnabit that passion of rnargmality ano. resistance 
but in the absence of that collective force which momentarily 
empowered many of us and gave us the 'power of speech'. 'Other 
Kinds of Dreams' is an optimistic reassessment - coming-to-terms 



a iih h 



an J r „l 



OTHER KINDS OF DREAMS 

In 1984 a group of us who guest-edited a special issue of Feminist 
Review entitled 'Many Voices, One Chant: Black Feminist 

a collection of perspectives which are in the process of continual 
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»hich wediaw -lieliglh 

Kereadiug lhat issue now. four veils later, il seems difficult i„ 
fathom where the optimism and stridency which many ofus had who 

Where ne Ihe diveise black lemirist perspectives which we lei' 
were 111 Ihe process ol growth'. 1 A-.l where indeed :s the movement 

merely imagined, lour vcars is not a long e, bul it is obviously 

long enough lo see ±e dis.nicgralion id what was once an energetic 
and active black women's movement a movement winch was given 
a shape and lonn by the Organisation ofWomen of African and Asian 
Descent iOWAAD' Irom the late ')7:is lo Ihe early I1k::s Ihe 
history ::l OWAAI1 .1.. us suhseoocnt demise has heen well 

Women s (i-::„p m their article Black Women [Irganmng' ■:..! 
sutlice it to say here ;-al :here wc-c some very real ground, lor Ihe 
uptimism that many ot us felt as we witnessed and became part at 
the growth of black women's groups around the country; groups that 

and policing. 

The end of the 1970s saw the demise and fragmentation of the white 
women's movement and by 1980 the countless campaigns, groups and 
support networks that had been built up in the 1970s and which were 

I yiiue -Segal elm. nicies ... clearly in liei book. Is Ihe Future F'lnil." 3 

the ellorts of municipal lemmism whose primary impact w.s tell 

throughout the short b.t v.vrai.l II. ::l Ihe dealer • Ion ('::.,.„.: 

ind subsequently on some ol the Labour controlled local authorities 
So while Ihe women's movement as a whole was cllaps.ng as a 
political lorcc and forum, black women were concentrating the.r 
energies on budding a black women s moveriienl Ihe hrcnl of the 

n.Mcs and by hlack women in particular, hlick women were busy 



effects that the 



and practices of white feminism. The take-up of this challenge was 
very slow, indeed sometimes defensive and racist: for instance, 
Kum-Kum Bhavnani and I wrote a tentative article for discussion on 
'Racism and the Women's Movement' for a workshop on Women 
Against Racism and Fascism at the I97S Socialist-Feminist 



rafen 



The Wor 

feel thai ll failure to take it up h 
that the Women's Liberation Movement as a whole is irrelevar 
needs and demands of most black women. It is fairly clear thai 
not 'all sisters together' and it is important to understand why 111 
The failure In take this issue seriously has produced certain anon 
the relationship of feminism to black women and their 



■ption, and 'reclaim the night' march 
e suggestion of the women in the 
3 Spare Rib, asking them to publisl 



r f on 



of per 



i page. 



women's movement. We received a three-page letter from a 
member of the collective who attempted to answer our critique: 
'The problem is that while our movement [my emphasis] is 
undoubtedly failing to reach large numbers of black women we have 
not in fact made the precise mistakes Your paper describes.' 
Through. ail. she adcressed ::s as if we w ere speaking li"n: outside of 
the movement and used 'we' to denote white women as being 
representative of the women's movement. The letter concluded by 
stating: 'we didn't really feel your article could form a basis for 
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r<i locale subsequent challenge, historically. Since the late 1970s 
. .,, Mi--,-!, :.,„,■ vm.-.i, .:.,:. , : -i„ ,s in. h, o,s. ,i-,1 organised 

lunger m ire :ne-cy "I individuals and collectives who . :nsor our 

the truth. Iht theoretical development of a ciili.,uc of white 

fcinimsi theories was died h> I ,,/cl (arby in her iriicle, 'White 

Women l.i.tenl Mick Feminism ind the Houndunes ..I S.sterhood' 1 

Share.: Oppression. New l-npression'. 1 Many Voices. :;nc Chant 6 
and. nur-e iccciillv. Ire publication i*l in inlh.ih'vi. ' ■- '>lh;$ llu 1 
trumsv Wr,n>.x> Ai rl^.k and lh:.J W-.tVt Unnwn' As a result, 
Ihc-e has been, albeit heluiolly. i certain .1111:: I rethinking 

black feminists have raised I ..: instance. Many Voices One Chant' 
provoked in article hy Michele Rjrrelt and Mar) Mcintosh enlitle.d. 
T.lhnoceiitiism and Socialist feminist Theory' which in turn 



. ■■ :■ 



■ >f the 
I.' this 



while ...ciali.l leininisl, are hcjiiun-rg I.. lethmk their positions Hut 
it is not only white socialist feminists -I,.. are ieth,.kmg 

Critical self-evaluation it a necessary preiequisiic for all of us 
engaged in politic; I struggle if there is to he any mDvemeul ji*av 
from intransigent p i. i ;-,is.in.:.s to tentative -e» lomiulaiiuns. 
and such self-eval. atu-n :..ii ceaiK tc^ii- a:ni*n^ some bl.ick 
women. In the prel .< e h ■ ium-rw it- J'jumty. the editors ask 

For where are weal present" Instead ol at least the semblance of a Hbtk 

impossible. Or there is the tendency towards the collective adornment 
.'I ir-.'l... ail.l p.\.lkul sii|-eli:li.' wll.ch .' su:^:-.s CL l [,, .ler.'.e 1:1111 tr.c 
mere fact of being a Black womar.. Thai this is so gives rise at least to a 



wistful sigh and more alien lu .1 scjcmih foil: r.e far reaches of the soul - 
the only way [0 express ■ ■nc's J.sheliel'nn.l hevviJejmenr that we could 
have gi.i here from there. 



provide a detailed analysis or assessment of the past and currer, 
tate ofblack women's politics. What follows is a number of initi; 



nvisible, not only within everyday discourses of affirmation but also 
vifhin the 'grand narratives' of European thought, black women in 
larlicular have foudil I" .<sse:l priva;elv l.ihI puhliclv our sense of 
elf: a self that is rooted in particular histories, cultures and 
anguages. Black feminism has provided a space and a framework for 

011 of our diverse identities as black women from 

icities, classes and sexualities, even though at times 

I to be fought for and negotiated. 

1 individual and collective identity as black women has 

,ng. To organise self-consciously as black women was and 
he important; thai form oloigaiiisatioii is not arbitrary, 
d on a political analysis of our common economic, social 



captions have led to a political pra 
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implications .>! tuch a practice arc multifold. Il hit given rite I., a 

Rivet .■-.■ the legitimate and m.irul right 10 guilt Irip ..thers into 
particular wjy* i-lbc-mng Ilie wfineni iiil- v.ii.er r 1- gc-.-ral Ins 






, ,.h,t 



ililrrrt 



»'S »«" 



glieiioitcd lilcslvle politics' md lin.l Iheintelves inuhlc I:; move 
hcyond personal and individual cipenencc. 

I" »r-ly '"•' pcrti.nal and eiperienlial im.de, ^fhcmj; has led I.) a 

Rib entitled 'Ten Point Im Whit.- Women to Feel Guilty About'. 

There is an inherent etsentiahtm in such articulations which has 
become pervasive within I-.- «.. men's movement in general and has 
led to political fraginc-malum I. vine Segal has convincingly 
critiqued Ilie binlugitnc md e.seuiiali.1 thinking which has begun to 



Racial Identities 

Another problem that has been more specific to black women and 
the black communities is that of shifting definitions ofblack identity. 

of identity politics I would not want to conclude that any analysis of 
the political and cultural articulations around identity should be 
abandoned. Rather, as Stuart Hall has argued; 



It s. 



of n. 






■■:. 



rulihhii: (me :;l :-.■ s: ii.icrc ,■ m.l . h ilkiig mg things 



jik and 
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^;°"l l T,"' l ,?',;^ h ! n r "^l".'.' 1 ;.'."!'^";,;™! I"'" 6 hL1 " '° ^ working or not. Or ifthey do evaluate then it's to say it's not working 






s of June Jordan, a black American poet 

the cobwebs of dcpair and anger Val Amos and I [ dor ' t tr 

. (1,1/ W'u.. invalnahle when *i '""-rIh an adult isolated from other ways of organising tor change, whether refori 



modus operandi. We 

r polil 



i London University i 
c when many loi.lcn p.- iry movements nccc 
rhod and hasis of their organising, June J. ml 

:al vision offer, a .piralion. lei commitment to problems everywhere in the world and we women have 

anil her ability to articulate the ornple* links and problems everywhere in the world. I think there is soi 

rlweeu the deeply personal and the deeply pnlilieal deficient in the thinking on the part of anybody who propose 



itity politics as suffici. 



ier iler thai identity politic, may he em. ugh I., gel started on hul every single one of us is 

lime in September \1X7 when I talked to her dhoti some of the have other kinds of allegiances, other kinds of dreams that ha' 

interview by way ol a conclusion." A | ot „f awareness of ourselves as women, as black people ai 

Third World people really comes r .-.r involuntary fore. 



hips with people who despise us on 



lound in your writings ;s the «m in which your radicalism relu.es to rather thai, what we do In other words our political awarcne 

suppress i-,- complexity ol ::.n identities ,s women and a. black ourselves derive, more ollen than Iroin a necessity to lim 

people In Kritair there has been i Muriy ... Ihe v. en's why it is that this particular kind of per 



::;v |.,,;-e or n vsill o- i,i\ mm. i)-ce you nv : 



a. sumption, of our .harec identities but ir the pr.*.cs. of pohtical question you hnd yoursell ih Ihe territory of people who despise 

organising many oMhc.e jssum;liohs have lalleh iparl I'm i.: talk yiiu _ nu „ r | L . »-|, :: are responsible I..- the invention oflhc term raci.m 

about some or the issues raised around identity politics and what you „- sc „ >ln | ,h,nk its unporldnl to understand lint each one of us :s 

think it means to define oneself as a political person. m „ re , h , n „..,- t , m ,„i he chinged iho.r us I'hal .ccins 

10 I mi e-l in: I. iiir.l inglv on- ;■■> lilies should retlecl thai 

June Jordan: We have been organising on the basis of id entity , ler. landing 

around immutable attributes of gender, race and class for a long time p nlJ ls n ,„ „. _,\\ ,„ .n.parage ::r dismiss the neces.ny lor whai ; 

and it doesn't seem to have worked. There are obvious reasons for „„„| u LJ || muL „ r ieiiled n-.ly among .tillerenl kinds of people, 

getting together with other people because someone else is black or «™er, -he* people, or hl.,ck women I am i.::i dismiss;- g ,t bin 

she is a woman but I think we have to try to develop habits of Jus , ,., vr( . ■-.„ „- t probahly not enough )r may he enough ::: gel 
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Pralibha: So you are sayiii! 
part of the political proce 






endlessly ... 1 say to ther 



groups have be 
ed oppressions 
re stagnating b 



V" 


j think »a 


in ve It 


p,: 


ne ji.rdun: 

in 1.. find p 


1 am *.i-.' 
cople who 


:■■■ 


lineal proce. 
. many of 


_* lorgcl 
icn.ry 1 .f 



that partnership in misery does not necessarily provide for 
partnership for change: i*n irr get the monster:; oft our bucks ciii of 

June Jordan: Yes, for c\arnplc. I think :r»i for any woman who has 
ever been raped, the Ljnsler.ee ::l fer ist or all-female rape 

where a wom.ir can rem.- t.. rep.nr herself without fear. But the 
problem is nn.re than an individual problem. She didn't rape 

likelihood of rape for women ecnerally we have to go beyond ami talk aPo.il n due r.olc each other's hands, that's 

unite way iriipact upon men I don i think if* ever enough <.n y<.ur have ..ther kind* ::l meeting* w ith other kinds of people. I 

own And I would *ay the same Ihing about rate identity politics I people c.i- eel stuck ah*oliitul> What is the purpose o 

-unl Ihe problem* t-.il identity'. 1 Il.ai i* the oueitnin '.So what?' is the way I would p 

^ people. Ihe victims of <"i abrupt American «..>. What ..o you want to do on the b 

ihoutthing* u. that we can slop raci*t habit, of thought Neither do 50 women of the same colour as you, somehow you 

we have Ihe power It. he placed in appropriate *ilualions 1.. aholi.h 

continuity of racism in our lives. That's lor while people What we 

speak, and build on our collective confidence and pride Some 
people who I have met since I b iw v.vu i" l..nir..ni liiw veen 

not the point. I don't mean to knock that at all. hut okay, now vou 



complii 


hed everything you set out to accompli! 


h. I don't think so 


01 ?.< ■■" 


why are you meeting? 




Al ■ 


every year Mack students at Stonybrc 


ok where 1 teach 




jnd to *ay to me that they want to hold i 


i meeting and I sa; 


ts, and 


1 ..k what* it about. They say unity ; 


ind I say unity fo 


hat 


m already Mack and you are black so v 


,e unify okay but 






i we get together 


hats i-r 


: purpi.se lit that, what do you want to . 


io? I don't need t. 




.in w.lh other people who are black to ki 




:hat's nc 


t unity. Unity lias to have some pur post 


: to it otherwise w 






e talking, maybe 


ode of 


social life. That's okay, but beyond th 


at people have t 
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somebody is black does not me™ that he or she and I should have 

the same politics. I don't think that's necessarily the case. colour, are going to feel shy about walking out at night just as I do. 1 

We should try to measure each other on the basis of what we do j ust assume that. That's about safety in the street. There is a 

for each other rather than on the basis of who we are. universal experience for women, which is thai physical mobility is 

Fratibha: There has been a strong tendency in the women's ls one of the wil y s ,lle >' 






ings. The difficulty here is the sloppiness of language. We Everywhere in the wmld ».' : Icj.i amount of 






Fratibha: In the last few years there has been much talk abou 
need for coalitions and alliances between different groups of wc 

Ihis form of political oiganisi);;" 



olds throughout the world for women and literal 
e are not to move about in the world freely. If we do then we ha 
i understand that we may have to pay for it with our bodies. That 
le threat. They don't ask you what you are doing in the street, thi 
.pe you and mutilate you bodily to let you remember your plac 
■ in have Hi' right fi ' ■' * ■- i- p„hlk 



night help and it might also steer us clear from saying something as reasons to attempt inlcni in..iial work ngmn.t *.>iue of these common 
iseless as, but mine is this and yours is that. If I, a black woman poet conditions. We cai.-.n dim - ,w the problems -nless we see them 
md writer, a professor of English at State University, if I am in their E lobal dim." s Wc thuuM n<>r n-.ir the enlargement of 



* iv W,' should u 

this is a source of strength. It also makes it more difficult for anyor 
lo destroy our movement. Okay, they can do whatever they want I 
in London, but there is Bangladesh, it's hydra-headed, it 
happening everywhere, you can't destroy it. That's not to negate th 



; I would say about coalitions what I said about unity, which is head - ' d °"'< wanr an y one to tel1 me whe '" e ' 5hould P uC m y 

for? The issue should determine the social configuration of attention first. If down the line we can try to respect each other 

/fa" M^7f "ln 1 wh y y we m lr d hy ea ln ^.TZZ^Z ^^ ° f ""™- 

an awareness of the necessity for international coalition should 

be hard to come by in many spheres of feminist discourse Notes 

use so many of our problems, apparently have universal 

;ncy. I think that never having been to London, for example, I , Vj| A ^ QM L ^. Amjna Mm|a ^ d P[a|ibha Pa , mar (cds) . Man Voicc 

No.17.p2. 
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STRATEGIES OF REPRESENTATION 



frameworks ami 
neLcs.nyfnr.cril 

Muth ::l I".- I 



..;|..:. 



nl Mack photographer 

„t>„ 



black pc.plc in jn unequal relan.unhip id ah m. society I'ho 
been a central nne l..r in. .si hlnck photographers. S,.ch i practice ..I 



■...:■! ■■:■ 



l-l .1 



images rhal <1« n..i c.nlra.licl the . inanl interests ... M.c«.-1y 

Ihe.c ulc.h.gical strangleholds have heen slowh cr.ulc.1 ihr..u g h 



.I'M VIM 



ns-,.: 






an.l plurality . au.l rejects Ihe hegemonic ilrive towunli universally 

which in the pa-r has effectively served :,. suppress 'i >tily wk.cs 

.iii.I perspectives 

I' n.lling the proilucn. I images nl ..umcHcs ami .-.i 

crnin lie, is a slri.icully ,ell conscious strategy l.ir many Mack 

p-urugr.ipli< 'S llisl::lli .il'V, ;-h<.(>'£rMpli;i :m.l/t'S ulhllck pei:;-|e ill 

over (he Mini.: haw heen capture*! l>v iiiliepul while ph..l..g::i[-hcrs 

have in lurn shaped the nil. re ::l ens Icrs between 

white populace ofthe rnelropn - 

Systems of representation have >puv.ne.l ideological constructs 



inferiority; black p. 
have not yet pr 



Identity 

ity - often reflecting the dominant culture's fears 
n' presence and supposed threat. Cultures of 
polis have consistently defined black people 
er'. Differences of skin colour have become 



iple are repre 



nity a 



coiilrollin t - Ihe polim-al 
nd marginalised groups 
of imagery determines 






Avoiding Essentialism 

I, sues ::l identity art olten exposed ard reworked in Ihe process ,.l 
making photographic images Ihe sucial and psychological 

construction ol identities is ji, oug g protets *hich defies my 

notion of essential or static determinant, Identities am never fued 
hut complc*. differentiated and are constantly repos ed. H..r 

very often :,ed to the need to annulate a collective identity ir. 

race and culture even though as individuals »e inhabit a range :.l 

to be .tressed lint while many phoiographers are touccmeil with 

similar issues around race, gender and sexuality tney otten approach 
these in different ways: This is not merely a question of strategy but 




nl photography 

Oppo.monal phologruphic practices have helped many Matt 

problem remains lhal Ihcre are expectation, "fwhui Ire content of 

Rendered identities <.an sometimes be both confining ar..l limning in 
Ihe «m n »-nh they predefine Ihe nature .if images mil theme, 
lhal Mack photographers should/can engage with, ..Hen stulnlying 

I he si-ugglc over rcnioiions hi rt. .1 id. ■-■ :lics peiu>dic illy rears 
Us head across the broad spectrum nfthc black cultural arena Ihe 
iilua ..fhlackne.s which 11. the pa.i has er.ahlcd different cultural and 

political struggle ,ccms to he foregr. .Id in recent units as ar. 

area l..i contestation I or m.iu- ..f n there ha, al»ay, been a 

u-hu.li rely ..11 hiolngi.nc definition, ... race, yet il is once jriui 
""■"i fi increasingly 11 up. .rum In restate certain ha^ic lirsi 



II Ihe unifying sircngth ..I blackness is .limmisl 
1 has become an organ i.ing category purely ..la nanon 
. responsible hn waste.! energies and p.. lineal fragri 
en Ihe lime is ripe l.:r .1 radical reassessmenl Ki 




Ihese .<hservati.>ns have an addeu pertinence smee slrams of 
Dali.inahsin appear to have ivalled Ihtough ,omc ::l Ihe 1: ore 

,ophist,ealed discourse, nfhlack cultural p. .lines Iced there is an 

cs,culialis1 slam n..l only 1- some ..I ihe »..rk produced ~y black 

111. ..eni,, :r.x ..I Mack ..nun', nlenlilies here .s a 

nee.: 10 guard again, t i-e erroneous noiion lhal ihere .s ,-nate 



The black communities of Britain have discontinuous histories 
and have been culturally and socially displaced through migration, 
slavery, indentured labour and as political refugees and exiles. The 

histories and cultural forms, allows access to the diversity of 

way out of the essentialism of certain notions of blackness which 



we have come out ol'lhe age "I' innocence ... which says that it's good if 
it's (~i"c Prosiiln- sin;. i- imapc of black people which Ihey s.i- 
recognise is avaikible. i-\ A. ng-( '. -c nc\( phase is when we actually 
begin t:r rec::g-:se r.< cxIi.iordin.iM iuni;-ltAiii ••' cihuii rilfcrerce and 
cultural difference' 

The .|ueslion arises as 10 how , c. g 10 knowledge' cm be. or 

lea.: in g some cultural pr.iducers and commentators ml.: aculde sac 

cultural arena ..I selective representation, in puhhcalion., 

communities This practice is b<nh detrimental sell and in 

contradiction to the merall Irajeclory which argues usa.na the 
structured absence ol race within wider cultural debates I'hcrc is , 
need for specilicity in Hiking about race, but alsn a corresponding 
n.vd lor i;j>:l,i-i'i- Hgiiusl such e:h-ii ciclnsimv iitherui.e there 
is a very real danger .which we ire already witnessing .-I groups 

ignoreil in discission, .ir race, representa and Mick 

cultural publics 

prevalent ir grant giving organisations A: llie he irt nfthc p. .lineal 



WWL- $3*£gm Wmm 


§&^ 


mmt:\ 


Wm 


•,^ 



; fit into the fixed definition* of 'h 



Finding a Visual 'Voice' 

Apart from a few 



ofm 



photographer* remain on (he periphery of bot] 
ernative and main * I ream photographic discourses. The oppor 
lities for migrant and black women photographers to producr 
:ir images, get them distributed and/or exhibited are extreme!; 
?agre. Very few of these photographers are able to earn rhei 
ing as professional photographers. It a 



s for 



iaL e 



Some women fee 



anlly male black photographic 



.selves, 
ity sucl 


black women photographers 
Some of these women have { 
,e last five years primarily 
i as the mounting of exhibit! 


through self-org; 
ons and the pabl 


ffleclint 

nces, c: 
ring the 
black w 


; our political and person 
jr experiences and ourselv 
lallenging the stereotypes, d 
■ black subject are guiding s 
omen photographers. While 1 


al realities, ma 
es visible, fillin 
isrupting assump 
trategies for man; 
he common expel 



the 'here and now', from a r.on-dominanl perspective, represent? 
refusal of historical i::n:g;::n!.l v. as Brenda Agard savs: 
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rt the truths ... That 






.1 by and 



affirmation of a cultur 



l.;:'.guage thai reflects j-y existence in litis us'iety; 

l.-.s n :■(-.: :■; I .1.-- I ■■,:., .-I : .1 s.lh t, ' i ,11,'s ds migrant >•• 

black ■iiidei int.. polarities • evident in Ihi work ..: Mil 
I ibrman II.- triptych ol images lille.: 'I he Blues' investigates :h 
construction of difference lhr.-i.gh n.a^.l.n ly lein .-„• .:\ J" 

»hile/Hack. focusing .:n ambivalence and contradictious ar. 

seiuahly and racism Her work is couiplei. s ulating an 

role uldesirt a-d fantasy - the umMri.t llo 



of identity 



nagazines be they w...,c ..,„.c m »m.c lc ,„„, c ng.iiu.Bi . As ^ fcm 

While there has been only one publication devoted to developing exp|orf , , 

i discourse around black women and photography there have been reared t{ 

several exhibitions. Aurat Shakti was an exhibition involving 
:ollaboration by community workers with photographers on images . „ , . 

if Asian women whose purpose was 'to create "nana chaubi" (different Representing Complexity 



ains a priority for many blac 



Migrant/Immigrant and Black women at Camerawork) came out of , m . ntel „ r \| Eev ,.f cevelap.-eri' hut should he seen as .; 

workshops organised by Maria Luiza de Melo Carvalho. Her aim component of a wider matrix which articulates a multiplicity of 



i:. ; 



photographic imagery and practices is underway. Btit we need 
discern between those photographic projects and images concern 
with notions of contesting racist stereotypes of black people - th 
subject matter being dependent on and defined by domini 
representations, and those photographic images which, wh 
concerned with the politics of racism, are equally keen to interrog; 
the politics of representation itself. The latter strategy allows grea 

pressures of substituting 'positive images' for 'negative imagi 
moving us away from 'implisiic ii"lions "f stereotypes. Finally it 
important that the development of an organic engagement with I 
political nature of imagery and photographic practices continues 
take place both within hl.tok :^h"U'£i"Lip::Y in general and migr: 
and black women's photography specifically. 
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PRATIBHA PARMAR 



Introduction 



The richness and complexity of the black cultural 'explosion' has 

challenged any simple notion of identity polities'. It has pointed to 
the disintegration of that paradigm of identity politics which posits 
our 'otherness' and 'difference' as singular, seemingly static 
identities of sexuality, race and gender (with a crude acknowledge- 
ment of cur disadvantaged economic position). 

The photographic work by black women has been a significant 
part of emergent black cultural practice. It has sought to rework and 
reinscribe the language and conventions of representation, not 
simply 10 articulate our cultural difference, but to strive beyond Ibis 

orreferer.ee. Ibis entails creatine identities as black British women 
not 'in relation to 1 , 'in opposition to 1 , 'as reversal of, or 'as a 
corrective to' ... but in and far ourselves. Such a narrative thwarts 
thai binary hierarchy of centre and margin: the margin refuses its 



n purely as a matter of individual free 



he active negotiation between these objective notions 
(as female, black, lesbian or working-class) and the 
periences of displacement, alienation and 'otherness'. 

1 ceases to be the object of interpretation and 
in our own self-referencing narratives we expropriate 
of knowledge and theory which are ethnocentrically 



; I .1 



I .. -,,, 



women's dllempis to secure in uulhcnlic visual language, an 
sai.ru: the emergence ..I difference wiihin black leinuiism ll hi 



process for collccnvc organising hy h 



Writing has meant exposing myself, as well grappling ■ 
lheor.es ihar :n-g-| erablc ,i differcm km "I p.i ii l.i /.ni'.nirn 
idenlily, II has meunl engaging cnlically wiili the categories 



.:' I- 



,.A 



ycd '■ hen I spo'*c .i~d »n>ii ln>n< a position ■>■ margiualily 
■es;s;.iuce, h-l always si length tiled hs the collective 
ousnes, ,,f ourselves is Mack women, as feinmisrs ,i.< ,s 

is ulheil a v.sihly small minor ity). ."lay, a! the heg ng ..I j 

.1. olmarginality and resistance 



»l • 



• I.::, 



any ..I u. 



I . ■:■:■ 



o-icr- kinds or dreams 

In l«M ,. group iif ns who guest edited a special issue ol remind 
Review entitle.: Many Voices, Cue :'h hlix'k le:niuis 

a collection ::l perspectives which arc in Ihe process ol com t 
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Uilhum where the optim 



itself? In moments of despair one wonders if those years were 
merely imagined. Four years is not a long time, but it is obviously 
long enough to see the disintegration of what was once an energetic 

a shape and form by the Organisation of Women of African and Asian 
Descent (OWAAD) from the late 1970s to the early 1980s. The 
history of OWAAD and its subsequent demise has been well 
documented and discussed, for instance by the Brixton Black 
Women's Group in their article 'Black Women Organising'' but 
suffice it to say here that there were some very real grounds tor the 
optimism that many of us felt as we witnessed and became part of 



;iv.r-;i.;::- 



eahli 



j r.Lk-.nj. 



The end of the !97i)s saw Ihe demise and fragmentation of the white 
women's movement and by 1980 the countless campaigns, groups and 

the backbone of the women's movement were already in disarray, as 
J yune Segal chronicles ,o tidily in her book. 'Is th. Future Femul,°' 

Ihe etforls ::l i c .pjl teii.aiisru whose ;-i.ni.uy iiiipii: was vl' 

throughout the short hui vihruui ble ..flhe lircaler London founcil 

So while ihe won, ens movement .is i whole was collapsing as a 

political force and Ion hlac, women were concen Hating the,. 

energies on hudding a Mack women's inoveinenl : -.■ hii.nl of ihe 






imp.. ii. 






is PcHiics or Articulation 
igth partly to illustrate ft 



feminist theories »■;« initialed hy Ha/el Carby in her article. 'While 
Women Listen! Black Feminism and the Boundaries of Sisterhood' 4 
Subsequently, other articles appeared, including 'Black Feminism: 
Shared Oppression, New Expression'/ 'Many Voices, One Chant' 6 
ently, the publication of an anthalogy, Charting the 



a failure to take it up has ensured and will continue to ensure J """<" """''«< ''> *'"• * <""' ""»'"' "'""<' " '"' 

d demands of most black women. It is fairly clear that we are among some white socialist feminists, taking up s 



inking 



. 'Many Vol 



ion sly has produced certain anomalies in provoked an article hv Michele Barren and Marv Mci 
to black women and their specific hllim.ceiiliism in.: Sotiahsl lei si I'hei.ry' w 



of pertinence to the " " "'" " nl > wh,,c *'*'»''•' fen.ini.t. »h« are lethmkmg. 

-page letter from a Cf'""' self eviluat,™ i. a necessary prerequisite I.., „,( „/ „, 

answer our critique: engaged in pi.lmcal struggle if there is I., he un* ini.vemciil u»ay 

|my emphasis] is fr " lr mliansigenl pi. lineal positions 1,. tentative nc» humiliations. 



n In ::.<■ pir'.M r ' .'i;.i';t.g li.t I ■utin'y. Ill< *:l ili-rs .i^k 

Lens movement, Inc :„tikj "pontics" ^1 s,c;,i:, a,:j guilt tr.ppjig u:,s 

pant and is used lojus:il'v .^lious that .<::v sell-respect would deem 
ossible. Or there is the tendency towards the collective adornment 
noral ar.i: political suiter i oil I v which is supposed to ^leji>'e tiom the 
e fact of being a BI.iok '.i "111.1::. That l:::s is so gives rise ll! least to a 



Ihe only way lo expre: 



Identity 

often to a scream tiom (lie llu reaches of the soul - 
altcmpl Hi bemoan Ihe pasi -or lo wring my 



i women's polilics. Whirl follows is .1 number of inn 
and rdliiv activists. di«cus.inns which have focused 



I he 



.'illy within everyday discourses of affirm at i- 
.nd narratives' of European thought, black 
fought to assert privately and publicly ou 

ck feminism has provided a space and a framework ft 



of c 






different ethnicities, classes and sexualities, even though at limes 

To assert an individual and collective identity as black women has 

been a necessary historical process which was both empowering and 
strengthening. Tl , orgLln i se S el consciously as black women was and 
continues to be important; that form of organisation is not arbitrary, 
but is based on apolitical analysis of our common economic, social 
and cultural oppressions. It is also based on an assumption of shared 
subjectivities, of the ways in which our e \per iencesof the world 'ou 
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employs .1 language ::l authentic subjective eipcncncc Ihe 
imp I culinns .il tilth .1 pi net ice are multifold. Il has given use lo j 

mII ngliiLiius as.erlior I -.it if one mhahits .1 certain ide y ihit 

gives 1:111' :m> li-fiiiiii.il.' in.- mural ngrl 1.1 g.ill trip oiher. inlo 

i.n accinnulalirg a collccnon ::l ..pprcsteil idenliliet which .11 1.1111 

i.i.ly been de.liucnve. hul divisive an.: immobilising Unwilling Hi 
work across ill ..-1 diffeier.ee,. many women have reireaied inn. 

hcyoud ncr,< .ml and individual experience 

point only Ihe personal and cspcrienlial mode, nl being has led In a 
closure which is both retrogressive and somelimes spine chilling 

Km eriiiled leu Koims l„r White Women 10 I eel (iuillv Ahou: 
l„ Mile do-e IV. ide some ::l.s c-mgi' .11 de.p.i:- and c or slell. Ito.N 



dommdie nicer lei .1 analysis .,-,1 praence 1- Ihe l'*W)s anc I 

would agree wilh rhe c<.nclusnm ihal Whereas ihe problem for 
women s hheianon was once how K. assen personal issues as 
polmcuL Ihe problem has row reversed 10 one where lemimsls reed 
to digue that liic |.o.,l.cal J^ ,iol It U u,c to '„ie pe: acliL., . 

Racial Identities 

Another problem that has been more specific to black women and 
the black communities is Ihal of shifting definitions ofblack identity. 

While I do war.1 1.. poinl t" some afliie nrohlems and cun'CL|ue::ces 
ol" iden;;:\ :". ■ ■ I i t . s [ ''."Lil-J 11:11 ''.ant 1.: cunclLide III. a am anaKsis o:' 



ink about the nature of n. 



narrative of the self. A i 
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working or not. Or if they do evaluate then it's to say it's not working 

but it's not our fault, there couldn't possibly be anything wrong with 

our thinking on this subject or the issue. The problem invariably is 

n trying to tind my way towards such a politics [ myself have turned that the enemy is simply inflexible or impregnable. This is a doomed 

othewritingsofJuneJordan, a black American p o e t and essayist 13 modus operandi. We have to find out what works and some things 

..' work lids clarified many ..I ms douhrs md tun hi turns and may work to a certain extent and not beyond ihat. 

of dcpair an.: anger Val An.... and : [ don't think that gender politics or that race politics per se are 

..en and Racism' a- I linden University in change or revolutionary change. 1 don't think that they will fake us 

19X4 ai i tune when many contemporary iiK.vtmi.-nis need m where we want to go. I think that's abundantly clear il m I. - -k .1 our 

reassess the mtihml and Kiw uf their organ. sing. I. in.' Jordan', history as black people. We as black people have enormous 

moral and polmcal •Kinn offers i spiralion. Her t..minilmtnt I.. problems everywhere in the world and we womtn have colossal 

nrcrnalionalisin and her ib.lnv I., articulate the complei links and problems everywhere in the world. [ think i-.i- - ......iih.a, 

in a clear and passionate way is rare. Her writings arc i limcly gender identity politics or race identity politics a. sufficient, because 

reminder that ultnt.ly politics -may he enough :.. get stalled .... hul every single one of us is more than whatever race w, represent ..r 

unit in September I1K7 when I talked I., her about khik iif the have other kinds of allegiances, other kinds of dreams that have 






i. .l.lh. 






* bi was. .-• aconclusion A , ot of rareness of ourselves as women, as black people ai 

' World people really comes out ..f ..ur involuntary furti 






I 'I •« <>"•<■ writings is Iht wav in which your radicalism refuses to rameI ihan whar wt do In other words o.n polilital awareness of 

suppress the complc.ily of our idt es is women and a. hlack ourselves dense, mure often ihan not In: ecessily to fin. oul 

people In Hrilam there his been a lendenc> .1. Ihc w ens why it is Ihat this particular kind ol persecution continues cither lor 

assumptions ol our shared ideiililies hul in ire process ol political oucslion y.:u find yourscll in the termors ol people whu desp.se 

organising many oflhcse assumptions have lallcn apdri Can >oc lalb y „„_ pt .,,|.|,. „!,„ are responsible lor the invention ofthc lerm racism 

ahour some olihe ;ss„e. -,,se.: iruund identity pohlics .md what you ,„ seiism I think its important lo understand thai each one of us is 

think il ireins todeti-e oi.esell as ., pobhcal ;ersoi. „,..,,. „, ,„ whal ,.„,-,„ ht . L hange.l aboul ... Ihat seem. 

a-ound immutable .illnb.iies ol gender, race and sla.s for a long time Th n ls ,„„ _,, a \\ „, disparage or dismiss the ncccssny l.-r whir I 

and n docsul seem I.: hise worked I'here ire ohv reasons for would c ill iss^e oriented unily among diltererl kinds ol people. 

gelling together with other people hecacse someone else is black or women, bljek people, or bljcL women I am not dismissing i; b.n 

she i. a woman but I rh.nk we hise lo try I- develop habits of M m iaylng ,|, „ „- s prohahly n.-r enough Ir may he enocgh lo gel 



irily pro 

■ff our backs all of 
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i-r.ii.Ui.i M. 

Pratibha: So you are saying that in order to move forward, a crucial men's group; 

part of the political process is to go 



nurnhct of yea 

'It occurs lo me ">e thai ;n my ol these in. .Yemenis are stagnating because there is a 

.f people understood rtlusal to aLtr.mle.lfii- the need In move away from modes ofbeing, 

thai is accumulating all rht :i, ins' of race, sc*. class, disahilny etc. to 

modes „fd„mg What ... v..u think ire the dauficrs ::ltl, .. ■ Him do 

Julie J..r.l»n: Ye., f.n e\ainplc. I tr.uk lhai lor jus woman who has June J..r.l«n: I am sure ihcie is j danger Ire lir.l pan .-I the 

ever been rape.;. Ire c*.sience ..: lei .1 .:i all female rape polmcal proccs, ,s to recognise ihar ihcrc is a p.. Imcal problem and 

counselling cerircs ;s ibsolulels necessary, the lesoursc U: 1 let. fie "•<- •" >'<•■'' people who agree with yo. Km ire IjM pari ..I the 

"here a womjii can relire 10 lepau hetsell without feat Bui Ihc polilieal process which is lo gel rid ol it 1. ncccs.ary and something 

problem is more than an individual problem She .:.dnl rape !'■•> many of us I,. .gel I am 1101 inlcrested 111 siiufigle. I am 

hcr.ell In older 10 eliminate the possibility <;f iapc 01 even ihe inletesie<l in v icuity I efs gel tie of the problems, lets not ,lsI sit 

likelihood of rape fin women generally we have I.: go hevond around and talk ahoul n ard hold each others hands Ihals where 

ourselves We have I:: sii down witli and/or stand up I:: and Imally ir V ate Ihe evaluation: is ,1 fieltir.g us IheieV It its not, then let's 

smut; w.,y impact upon neo. I .lout Ih ink .is ever enough on so.ir have ::iher kinds 01 meetings with other kinds of people. I t 
own Anil I would s.,y Ihe same ihiug aho.n nee identity politic, I 
'■»■"■<. '-' •■<•' <"»' people 01 in> paieiits. invent the problems that 

we hive Ihe powe- lo he placet! ppr<.pt.ale situations 10 abolish 

Ihe so.,al an.; ec.,r..;n,c arraufie.neris lhal rave a.s.red :,„■ 
continuity ofr. 

people who I have met since ! have Been in London have been 
sayirg. .is lerrible because nothing is going on politically. But that's 
not Ihe poirt 1 don't mean to knock that at all, but okay, now you 
know and I know that something is terrible, what are you going to do 

death. My orientation is activism. Other than that's its like a kind of 



people can gel s:.„k absol 


ulcly What is the purpose of you 




■So what?' is the way I would put it ii 


i.iv abrupt American was W 


hat iln you want to do on the basis 01 


that- You j.isi think lhai il yo 


.. I..I .1 room by pulling mil fivers, will 


SII women ol the same 




accompli. hed everything you 


sel .it to accomplish. I don't think so 




!£■ 


Almost everv •■CLir I'ktk s 


tudents at Stonybrook where I teach 


come around to say to me ths 


t they want to hold a meeting and I sa' 


yes, and 1 ask what's it abo 


lit. They say unity and I say unity fo 


what? I am already black an, 


i you are black so we unify okay but 



the purpose ofthi 


it, what , 


lo you want to do? I don't need 


room with other p 


eople wh 


are black to know that I am bla 


not unity. Unity 1 


las to ha 


/e some purpose to it otherwise ■ 


talking politics. 


1 don't k 


,ow what we are talking, maybe 


° o f ^'Jtand ™' 


it's okay. 


ec^e'TrneUdy H'™ 
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somebody is black does not mean that he or she and I should have 
the same politics. I don't think that's necessarily the case. colour, are going to feel shy about walking oat at night just as I do. I 

tor each other rather than on the basis of who we are. universal experience for women, which is that physical mobility is 

circumscribed by our gender and by the enemies of our gender. This 
Pratlbha: There has been a strong tendency in the women's iE - one of the wa V s the y seck to make us know their hatred and 

movement to create hierarchies of oppression What is your respect it. This holds throughout the world for women and literally 

experience of this? *•' '"' " ::l '" ""' lt ' ,h ' :ul '•' ""' w " rl '- rnx ''>' Tf ""' ''" ""'" we havc 






t. If I, a black woman poe 
and writer, a professor of English at State University, if I an 

oppre 



ere has to be a reason win we need each oiher U seem, t<. :ne 
it an awareness iif the necessity lor international coalition should 

cause so many .-I ..ur problems, apparency haie univcr.al 
rrency. I think rh n never h.ini.f b, en I.. I iiiidnii, for example, I 



iia> have hi pay n 



rhinlTitTdangerTus! [t 7.^™"™ to be an immoTlTay"^ 'gTing V " u h " ve "" n ^' ful '""' l ' ln '"' M " 

about things. The difficulty here is the sloppiness of language. We I'verywhcrc in the world we have the least amount ..f incom 

call everything an oppression, going to the dentist is an oppression, everywhere in the wmld the intensity ol the bund hcrween wome 

then the word does not mean anything. Revisions in our language '* *«=" '" ' : « • utmeitive anil H seems l.i me there wo,, id be goc 

might help and it might also steer us clear from saying something as rca.ons to attempt inu.inalK.nal w„ik again. I some ..t these commo 



lould n.-t fear the enlargement of 
my. We shoubl 



m London. h.H there is Bangladesh, it > hid: i headed, it 
happe e everywhere, y::u cant destroy it I'h it s nor I., negate th 

sightliness 

I. rst II down 
r people ,u.r to accruing to the principle nl selfdet. 



e:.o„g:. of us la g^ ireuiiL and jou don 
have to do what I do and vice versa. 1 do this and you do that, ther 
is plenty of room. 
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STRATEGIES OF REPRESENTATION 

■ •••■•< I race, gender ami ,c*ualit> Such di>cus.ions arc 

ine.Hicahls linked l.> critical dehalcs ami analssi. within hl.uk 
cultuial politics in Hiilaii, a. well us U. the initial ciplorat s l..i 

necessity fi)i, critical hl*.k aesthetics 

N'lkr. nl :I.C .-.(.. I. n--p::silio-..l practice ol hi k k p^otogr Iph<"s 

hlack people in jii unequal n-l.il n*n^h:p ':: while society l>e 
snuggle 1" deconstruct dominant imagery .)f Mack pi.-i>pli.- is .in.l has 
heen a central urn: I'M must Muck photographers Such a practice ol 
luhvertiiig photographic urthuomes, cha 
df photographic norms and thcrchy unilt 

extends I.. exposing the way. in which photographic institutions 
petpetualc and encourage ihc production an.: reproduction ..I 
images that <1» rot conlradict the dominant inlcie.t. ..I society 
Ihesc ideological si,,nglch::lds ha.e heer sh.udy eroded through 

recent years, winch have hegun to transform the ideological ha I 

Jomniunt white photographic discourses I'be posuin.dernist laclic 

ill their mi. -v.- lays emphasis on ■difference-, on ..themes 

.r.d p. -r. 1 1 its , and rejects tin- -cg< :<h*-k ill i vi- ■ ::w ..n.i uMvris.il.'v 

wh« - .n l~c pail li IS elMloch selvcd In Sllpp'ess minimis' voices 

(-onlK.ll.ng the productK f image, of ourselves .n.l ..u. 

communities ,s a .iridenlly sell con sc Italegy f<* many hlack 

photographers Historically, photographic .mages of hlack people ill 

have .n turn shaped the nature ..I enc< ers between 

while populace ofthc metropolis 

Systems ,.l represemalion have .pawned ideological construct. 



nity - often reflecting the dor 



:titly defined hkk'k people 



refore by implic; 
ntroliing the pol 



women photographers are 


concerned with both representation an 


self-representation - a proc 


ess which also guides the formation an 


construction ofidenlilies ai 


ound gender, race, culture, sexuality an 


class, it is in represent 


ing elements of the 'self, which aj 




nant systems of representation that an a. 


of reclamation, empowerm 


ent and self-definition occurs. 


Avoiding Essentialism 




l,sucs .-I idenlit> are often 


e.po.ed in, rew.irkcd ;n the process ■ 


inakirg phmogruphic in 


.ages Ire s.k.i,iI and psych. .logic 


Li<r.sliuc1i..ii of identities 


i, an ongoing process which defies ail 


niitiiHi of essential or ,rulic 


delcrininanis Identities arc never lue 


hul coruplei, dilfercntialc 


Hid ue c. instantly repositioned 1. 


migrant and black people 


who have been disen franc hised and di 


outs.de the dominant m.nl 


,. . 1 r,| -,-.,■:'- . ii ;,r. ."..I .lei.' '\ 




in articulate a collective idcnliiy aroun 


lice and culture even thin 


igh j. individuals we inhabit i range . 


positions w.thm ...ir hisL.ri. 


;s an.: inside our diver, c idennlies ll h. 


r.i be .tressed thai while- 


man> photographer, ire concerned wii 




gender ar.d scxnalilv Ihey often approuc 




is i. nor merely a .iccsnor ..f strategy hi 


much in. ue a rcllccnori ol 


holh the plurality of re.ponses lo the. 


differences, and Ihc divcrg 


onl engagements with the polilical natu. 




"f pholo^ruphv. 

I >ppOSLtk:]Ull pholi'LTLI^lllL 

photographers to articulate 
problem remains 
images produce! 



of « 



of 



: photographer 



confining and limiting in 
ways in which they predefine the nature of images and themes 
t black photographers should/can engage with, often stultifying 
ative explorations into uncharted territories. 
[•he struggle over definitions of racial identities periodically rears 



racial ci.riiriiuiniics l„ form alliances and 
politic! -Irugslc items In be foregrounded i 
area to- contestation hn some iif us Ihcre 
• igilancc against the ensnarcmcnt ol crypto 
which rely ..r hiol.igislic dcfir.nh.ns of race, 

•™" £ increasing!* imp. .nam I.- re.lali 

principles' whiLh have provided Ihe mndui ..,. 



■:■. 



II the- unifying 



gih ..I ■hlaelm-W n .: slung 

gumsing category purely ..Id nationalist 

le influence they hue i.ver both the 
in ..I particular cultural "bjccls and 



of 



nationalism appear I.) have waftul through some of the rn 
sophisticated discourses ,.l black cultural politics, indeed there is 
es,eiinahs1 slant rot onh in .orue ol the *ork produced by hi 




woman photo grapnel 



of E 



.uid :.Live heeii -c li I c li j"li] ]\ - and s"oi,,!l' lI i s |-- 1 lil -tl : llijough migr.ilio::. 
tlavery, indentured labour and as political refugees and exiles. The 
concept of diaspora, which embraces the plurality of these different 
listories and cultural forms, allows access to the diversity of 
articulations around identity and cultural expression. It also offers a 
*ay out of the essentialism of certain notions of blackness which 
■efase to acknowledge or understand the transitory nature of 
listorical and political moments. 

Stuart Hall has been much quoted on his assertion about black 



.lavecome out of the age of inn licence ... which says thai it's good if 
there. Provided some image of black people which they can 
ignise is available, it's all right. The next phase is when we actually 
.n lo recognise I he e\U".i::i"L : :::.!:• cojupexilv of elh::^' difference and 





*M HEiiaSi 


-'i a. 


ftpW 


IP" " f *»_. 

K ■ i ' fl 

BSR v i mm f^l 

Trg/Jy\*X r 1 H 


^jH 



fragments. This 



Finding a Visual 'Voice' 

Ap.irl :h:m n lev >'ken :cpi^en:,.; :r::s. I::e ::mj.::,lv f.l:ii.gr.ui: aiu : 
hk.'.k vv;:men i^lioif.giapheis :emain ;:n ;::e peripherv of holh 
ii^er::irive aiu : jiiiiinstre.im p:: '■;::;::■. ip::io ■_! lso,:li:s^s. T::e f.ppi'i"- 
lunilies :u:- milium .i::i : hkiok womer. pboti'^juphers lo procuce 



iiutly male black photographic 



J hkick women photo giaphei 



enging the stereotypes, disrupting assumptions and 
ack subject are guiding strategies for many migrant 
;n photographers. While the common experiences of 

homogeneity that emerges. 

ng factors behind many of the women's photographic 

rn/ and record the lives of black people, in particular 
eatures strongly. The recording of history as it is lived 
i now', from a non-dominant perspective, represents 



.:: 




:i is important that we have records of how it was and how it is. It is 
mportant that we have a record that does not distort the truths ... That 
«hen our children check our slorv hook? thev have access to a detailed 
iccountofhowitwasfor us: not just [he perpetuated lies that are formed 



:"■ h i ■ : i graphei"'. As Mu:".:Ui/ \a:imjre ■■■ e l> v. uen: A' p 

Tiled 

oi ttruggi g 



the face of invisibility, marginalisation an 
;rant and black women have created spaces 
I exhibition of the i r work. For example, t h e pi 



le there has been only one publicatior 
mrse around black women and ph olograph' 

ration by community workers with pholographi 
n women whose purpose was 'to create "nana cha 



ationin 1937 of 

attempting to 
:en silenced by 
photography 
ited'.' 

to developing 



i by c 



.■ay t 



Migrant/Immigrant and Black women at Camerawork) came 01 
workshops organised by Maria Luiza de Melo Carvalho. Her 
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include images which tar reflect our failures, as j resull i.l :..i 
self-expression'.' Th.' c*hihi1ii.u ilself consists , I ihe wi.it :.l nine 

women & the wortshi.p. tar & a rich anil leilured portfolio of 

thematically and cultural!) diverse c.neerns 

These women explore Iheir peisoiial histories ihimi^h symbols, 
objects ai Ij-.iIm ipes t-ii sijyut> iheir si; ins as nn^r :nls. i.u:Iim»' 

work ofMar.acia/ia Pet warn 

Lit Ihe same lime I" wipe mv cull",:.:]] ii:e::tit\ uwav in order to fit in and 
nol to Ihreaten Ihe British way of life. Suiting irom my own experience 
as an immigrant and a lesbian I am trying to develop a visual and textual 
language that reflects my existence in this society. 1 

Ih.s need I:, reject classification "four suhjcclmlies as uiifTJ-l and 
blact women int.: polanlies is ev.deni i- Ihe »:.m .1 M ira 

construction ..I difterenef thri.u&h iuaseuhnii>/feiiiininil> and 
»hile/Mack. focusing on ambivalence and contradictions around 

sex.ialm and racism Her work .s corcplc*. s ulalmj; ami 

,: a ,i.i'.."f le. : = .i.e .1 lefcsc. .iiuply binary divisions a-, is 

ol idenlity 

explore Ihe idea oflhe non-fixation of meaning or identity ... My \uirk is 
geared towards prohleir.alising Ihe fixation of definitions. 



Representing Complexity 



instructing and recoding. This is by no means a linear journey or 
matter of 'stages of development' but should be seen as a 



Identity 
the specificities of response that blac 



photographic imagery and practices is underway. But we need 
discern between those photographic projects and images concerr 
with notions of contesting racist stereotypes of black people - th 
subject matter being dependent on and defined by domin 
representations, and those photographic images which, wr 
concerned with Ibe politiLS of racism, are equally keen to interrog 
the politics of representation itself. The latter strategy allows grej 
creative diversity because it is free from the constraints i 
pressures of substituting 'positive images' for 'negative imag. 
moving us away from simplistic notions of stereotypes. Finally i 
important that the development of an organic engagement with 
political nature ofimagery and photographic practices continues 
take place both within black photography in general and migr 
and black women's photography specifically. 



Live for Sharam and die 
for Izzat 



ZARINA BHIMJI 
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Practices of Freedom: 

'Citizenship' and the 

Politics of Identity in the 

Age of AIDS 



SIMON WATNEY 



..mv.'NI 'l.j- -he things we are experiencing are 'still' possible in the 
Walia Benjamin, rtoj.on the Philosoplr? of History. No. 8 (1940) 






The relentlessly deepening AIDS crisis raises profou 
for all nations, ranging from community needs 
health-care provision. This is especially the case in 
Kingdom, where the epidemic coincides with a maj< 
dispute about medical and welfare entitlements, and 
government critique of socialised medicine, in th 
practice. Conflict in health and welfare policy reflects a 
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parliamentary politics, a. an increasingly pluralistic model i>f Left has not begun to consider: as the American critic Douj 

huropcau politics u ret with strong government resistance in lh>- Crimp points out, the AIDS epidemic is not simply a nati 

oamc of national sovereign!) disaster, but on the contrary, it has been allowed la happen.' '. 

The publication i.f Chatter K* ha* been widely taken tn represent emergence in 1989 of two new national lesbian and gay civil rig 

a major sea charge in British polities I he Chattel drew attention to organisations in Britain suggest the emergence of a new politics 

the erosion olusil nihK i- t: , :¥.. . ;.n. .■ ? Ih;l ■; fad ■ ,i..l sexuality which is sensitive to recent debates concerning 

British heli.'l in Ihe benign natuic ol the country s institutions construction of subjectivity, and able to reach out beyond ol 

encourages a- unsystematic perception ol these grave mailers' ' It notions of the rights of supposedly distinct 'seiual minorities'. 1 1 

irgucd that the intensification ol anlhoiilaiiaii -_lc ha. only returns us to the urgent question of the role of ethics in 






:olleclive refusal ofb< 



Subjects or Citizens? 



Paine to Raymond Williams, which ha. sustained a profound anil 
couple* critpu.ee ol the meaning and ptaclice oldemoeracy as it ha* 

lhal Ihe increasingly ,;,„f,4,-„t authoritarianism ol British govern 

menl in the 1410s has only been pi.s-.ihle because ol Ire archaic democracy, for Williams this was not merely some abstract or 

nalutc of Biilain'. political insliiulii.ns am: political culture Whil.l theoretical argument', as he pointed out: 

tins repressive current has scemmgl) only reeenlly e<.me lo Ihe 

altennon ol Ihe mainslream ol British p. •hue. it -as long been The British Parliament, strictly speaking, is not an institution but an 

apparent to Ihose whom parhameiilaty democracy ha. never assembly of three bodies, of which only one is elected. ... The House of 

recognised as legitimate political ...h|es.ls or constituencies Lords, control led by heredity rathei than by election, is often seen as 

indeed a contradiction of the ideology, in terms of the actual constitution 
it may not be the House of Lords but the House of Commons that is 
anomalous. For the sovereignty of Ihe British Stale is not in the British 
People, as in most electoral democracies, hut in this special definition of 
the 'Crown in Parliament'. British adults are not citizens, but legally. 



Hall and David Held have printed oul 



Ike all the key contested |«iLncal concepts ol our time. II c 
ippiopnaied w.t-m ters dilleieui ;iohi>Cdl nsci:^-ses a-d aiiitula 
• cry d.tlcvnl primed tiosiiious as .is -ccuperal.ou hy the New 



Kithtt than attempt a hisloiical snri.es ol Ihe concept of cither ship 
hi Biinsh polincal theory and practice. I wa-t to consider is 

polenlial for lorging identities and alliances lhal aie mdepei.de I „„„,_ „, , l . J , |u . | „,_ |hi ., ;y of jts subjects> it may do s0 by seeking 

"■"'■ nal '•'■'■• olpaiH and foscininei.l allegiance I also wan lo parliament .ppioval l.:r legislation in a manner identical to Ihe 

consider citi/en.hip in relation lo * particular sue ol controversial approval t would seek I.- the power to build a new lighthouse. Once 

political activity lhal i.f lesbian and gay responses I. the AIDS passei:, i:c*is.i-s i/ten n-der the civil liberty-restraining legislation are 



Piac'icas ol rrccdcm 

s of political J ml ideological contestation lh.il have rot 
ucl directly iiniu the jousting g-:: .-I V 



yslcm Moreover, the Labour Puny -as since Us inceptioi 



British governments are thus empowered to stump on any aspect of 
civil society with complete impunity, and as Elliott points out, 

although the Labour Party has consistently attacked the Tory record m«sh,,'c- r "v.nN " ^vcsT "'cr^asTcvniL 

it has not less consistently refused to commit itself to anything like a Bill '"' l: : "' - ,,: - '"' "'I'"". ■•' ■' :■' sscss .1 liei... i.dons potential 

ufRinhls Jesis.-i-.eJ I" siikininlee civil liberties. Instead, il lakes the view '■>' enlarging the popular estimation and practice ol democracy, are 

thai the constraints in any such Bill woulJ be more trouble than they are dismissed as marginal' hy most lending figures in the ('..oservative 

worth.' am: Labour parties alike I'he labour Partys grudging, belated 

acknowledgement of feminism am: cnvironmcnlalism Ins evidently 






widely interpreted is ifiliey were the property ol (lie Right, by it 

Right, and ..I the Lett, by the Lett Roth unlet oflhe party political .. „ ,.„,.-,- eleitoril -..<„. Vet v.in-n 

divide have worked tirelessly m deny rights to those whom they overall political system which privilege. 

perceive a. their adversaries, ,.- whom they have bee able to ,,,.,.■ lnar k e , tones 1.. the virtual c>clus„.n 

rcc<:g-,se .„ *«,-"« right, 11, the lust place Ihns the fietl. ot nee „, he , „,,„„,„>. „ 



situations 111 which basically incompatible, estimations .)! civil rights 
are disputed I'hesc raise profound questions concerning the validity 



II pi-..vs 



in legal morahsm. ol which .Section 2K ol the llxx local 
(i, ,e--:ueiil llll w :. ■:..' ..:.:■, .e.'l :■< :l"| le ' 

;\. has been widely noted. I hatcherism has employed a postulalion ol 

persuasive anli statist rhetoric to buttress its dcfinilon ol individual imagined s,.„rce ..I all 

sue of political activity and Us own version of consumer 
individualism I'he I ell has thus heen largely unable I:; respond to 



a collective ann'l balcherilc agenda, even it it. various emphases 

imagine the task ol aligning or ring these di.parale site, ol 

struggle Ibis has particular implications lor the concept ol 
citizenship, which ir theory at least otters a s-roug pi.tentnl t::r .1 
reintegration of the individual in socialist politics as something 

forces Ciii/enslnp oilers a concrete, practical alternative to Maris 



larty politics at all effective levels: 

reproduce the existing definitions ol" issues and interests. When they 
extend to new issues or interests, they usually lead back into a system 
which will isolate, dilute and evenluallv con'.pie-mise them. If there is 
one thing ihal shnuld have been learned in the years since 1941, it is ilns 

tins Ihev ahsorl: and dellec; new iss.it. am: mitosis ,n their in. -re 
fundamental process „l reproducing ar.i maximising then s-art ..f the 
existing and gnvemmg .:isp..su,.,r- " 






■i 









the emergence ol l~e ivpes ol popnl:- | .iln.is rooied .n -oi.rr.s ol 
Lnnslilntmual r.gbis. uli.ih ait so dee;i!> ^ uns^utue nt rhe |<obiical 
ir.-n unions and cultural identities nf oilier Huronean nanons Hnlisli 
|«ihliLS have rarely aitemnlcd lo ackn<iwledRt Iht difficultits ,.l 
address, ug d. litre- 1 pop-lal:ou groups .11 ^n:aiii Iror a pluralist 
|erspetrise Ilns is rcf.eilnl in 'lit s'rong lesis'jnii lo ^ .rr.s'i'ul.oiio. 

rtloriu. a-, rhe way, .- whiel ■ artli. x an.: prolourdK nndeiiiocraliL 

voiing system, together will, rl.t n/ar-, assemblage »r the Mouse ol 
Commons, the non-elected House of Lords, and the monarchy, are 
widely regarded as evidence of sc 






of c 



Left has been able to learn from such obvious European examples of 
a politics ofcultural diversity as the Italian Communist Party's (PCI) 
regular l.lln.ta fesnval- that like place throughout Italy, bringing 
together luriuers and III akers, feminists and Fiat workers - as, 

ii '.id |ol,n,s ;.l :ht- lirtjr." London Council, with its serious 



pluralism Ihal rhe till' w,s abolished by the Cor 



. It v 
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ulation of greater 


ondon. Thus th 




y politics has only 
atily polities' by re 
ppended faithfully 


ducing them to 

to manifestos. 


spond 


they might pose t 

fely deflected back 


,1TS; 


fparli 



r petrille, 



party political rhetoric al 
in the 19S9 European parlia: 
,g]y obvious example of this 



it then 



European Community (EC) partners. 

We thus face an extremely difficult and paradoxical situation in 
terms ofdeveloping immediate strategies over and above the simple 
wish todislodge Thatcherism. As David Marqtiand has argued: 

As long as the Labour Party thinks of absolutist power it will not 
embrace electoral reform, and as long as it refuses to embrace electoral 
reform it will be hopelessly divided from pluralist politics ... The 
leadership is stuck in the Bourbon thinking of the early 1950s, which 
says: 'If you have a Bill of Rights yon give power to unelected judges 
land that] means the electee parliament loses power. That is intolerable 

a completely ... different view ''I piUil.cs am: cili/enship and the rights 



tial ambitions of the Labour leadersl 
t the 1989 Party conference, when moc 
establishment of a working party on e 
ningly rejected, after the party's depul 



:en:aily 



II nil. .adk ipparcnt that the Labour Party is ill-prepared I" 
consider scr.ouslv taking _p 'he larger ethical questions concerning 

Jiff Ronkcr Ml' .iii.I other, that the present electoral system 
g.iaidrrccs i :-.iil. iiii.ni..ix politics that is 'largely middle -class. 



■ "iMoiLiliL lo lake llial vie' 



Identity Practices of Freedom 

f historic folly 1 , on the curious grounds that: parliamentarians ki this n ...re or L-.i mev, table, in ..ul. a way 

llattcrslcy and nihcrs llial p. 'lineal coalitions are iulnoutiitly 

based ..n ahsoluic majorities mcsi he preserved lln. nnlv mvc, 
further I., legitimate Ihe specifically Hr.tish belief llial politicians 
should be able I.: enjoy a v.rlcally limitless ct.ic.se of power Ihe 

have been c. peeled I.- ..(.serve moral standards' ihal would have 

I dre.: year, and more Ihe surprise uonv ..flh.s abscr.i s.lualion 

is Ihal. w.thin ccr:a.n limns, it ha. heen Mis Ihaleher her. elf win: 
has refuted I.- surrender :ho.e wh.:iu .h. regards :. i-:li-.i.u- 

Unfortunately ih.n is precisely the contest in which questions of *"'' 'VI''' "' nl.si.c wneh I g ih.il -.■- ..wn vers 

electoral, .,-.1 w.dcr constitutional, reform tend to arise, as if Vicionan values encourage 

Ihalchensm were somehow responsible for the fact of an 'elective Ihe same ei agger a:e.i w,.rsl.i|. .1 p.u : clary [■■■ :. Is is:: 

dictator sh.p' on Ihe basis of a mere 42 per cent of the overall vote at penults the left either r.. her are or I., turn a Nelson lite hl.n.l eye to 

Ihe l<W7 general election. As Sheila Cunningham MP pointed ont in ihe economic and polil.eal limitation, or hr.Nsh parl.amenlary 

Ihe labour Parry conference debate: sovereignty ihal alrewly slem Irom ...ir longstanding Ir.-iry 

ohhgal.ons lo rhe luropeau Com tv rhi, leaves Ihe labour 

Parly with a regrettable iii.ib.liiy lo challenge elteclively ihe Pent 

SS federalism Ihe Delors pi.,,. which is m. no. re palalahle 1.. Ihe 

In is reluclauce or nubility to consider wider aspects of the theory policy than it is to most Conservatives his in turn explain, at least 

an.: practice .:f hrmsb democracy leaves the Labour Party almost something ol I ahocrs traditional lack ..f inleres levelopmg 

intirelv unahle I.: challenge, let alone attempt to redefine, sach gcrc.-c theorelical debate wirhin the ;-arty. and Us host. I. ry even t.. 

hasic ideological K.lding blocks in British political discourse as sympathetic contemporary socialist theorists and historians (with the 

notions of law and order', 'the national interest', or 'family values', exception ol those who can he rel.ed upon t.. denounce 

ihal hase so frequently been employed as persuasive justifications con.niul al reform]. Labours cr.pplmg inn intellectual. sin has 

for the further curtailment of civil rights. Indeed, the Labour Party h.ug deafened ■< I:: na-y :.fu. ru.:si able ;<:icnlial allies and 

lea.lersh.p us.idllv seems largely in sympathy with such broad, strategist, such as Ihe I He Raymond William, whose Ihrce 

abstract ideologic il formulations which provide the everyday minimum proposals tor Kr.raiu finally lo become a r :cr- 

scppori t;:r authoriiarian government and the political system that luropean democracy evidently tailed lo impies. either Ihe par:v 

sustains it Ihe formal and informal conventions of British leadership or the labour arisLvcracv Wilhamss agenda cons, sis of 
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Transfer Df legal sovereignty to the people or their elected government; us believe, and as Dahrendorf suggests: 

abolition at the second chamber tn™ based on heredity and patronage. 

and its replacement by a dilTerently constituted body, based on election; „<,<„„. v,i„ i. ,h,. i. t™, 

adept,.,! ..(an elector,; syste::: ul-icl- w,.ukl de;er,n,,e the M „ P , ;i ,li«:. ™ P° M ab ™' M .'"?™ ~ ' S 7'" "" 

ofanelectedparliamenunte.m „„>,„ -ubution of votes." *™ '»- ™ ' ' »S ' " "\ ;■ ' " ;;; -, J M 



ro-sum game. One side has to give way and will lose 
ide gains ... Once citizenship rights are established. 
>ut more or less of things which are in principle 



therefore at least as important to develop the cultural and investment in just such 'zero-sum' games and has proved itself 

ideological dimensions of the concept of entitlement, in the sense radically unable to respond to the needs of the changed and 

that entitlements should be regarded as 'rights which are intended emergent social identities ofrecent decades. In these circumstances 

to be removed from the caprices ol" dav-lo-dav polities'. '* As Ralf Thatcherism simply retreats into .; tanlasv ol supposedly universal 

Dahrendorf has noted, the concept ofcitizenship is inseparable from moral values, associated with an entirely ideological notion of 'the 

that of entitlement, pointing out that this involves a fundamental family', which seems to have considerable purchase on a period of 

critique of the postwar discourse of welfare' whose profound social change (often felt most keenly in the domestic 

sphere, not least in the relations between women and men, and in 

patronising connotations detract from the fact that it is about „ f „,.,,. ir mjtrM m " .„ hp :1 B , ;,;,,. ,.,,,, ;„,., ,,„„," f ,„ m „„ „„.,, 



Such an approach has the great virtue of potentially acknowledging 'unpatriotic'. Yet the practice ofcitizenship cannot be imposed fron 

the transformation ofpolitical subjectivities in the past thirty years, above, in the historical manner of postwar welfarism. It has to b. 

able to respond to the emergence of new social identities and level, for as Raymond Williams argues: 

constituencies. Citizenship thus stands to unite the overlapping 

gender, sexuality, disability, or whatever. The concept ofci 

is sensitive to the fact that our identities are multiple and mobi 



■ ... 



collective ,:.sv„i. Ihjt is reallv the mi road which socialists ill 

ingly identify ourselves with aspects oi race, class, meBe c .. .,,., hjvI . k .„ ,„ aavel The existmg dominant formula of 

exuality, and so on, in ways that are idiosyncratic and subject the tigh . ., Jrl> K ,,verr.roent which will deliver self -management, seems 

■nee -and -for -a 11 way that traditional Marxist class theory would have 

16b 167 



courts ." Rrituin fm consensual sexual 
Dinum lhat ..Mains fin heterosexuals. 

might .is well he written, punted an.l . 
the vast niHjorilv ..I ptorc.s.onal Lomir 
concerned N..I is the gas pre,*; unnu 
AIDS journalism ever acknowledged 



ii 



1. 1:1, 



. . I- 



in January 1 9S9 revealeij 
were criminalised by the 
alions above ,hc ,gc ... 

'■n n..l aware .,f glc 

..it- Hit- gav prc«, which 
ihulol on M.irs i< lar as 



publications. Ihe 



f..i everyone in Bnla.n. mil 1. 1.: ii.r giv men. slioiigly sugges 

lan prevail over the stubbornly enlrenched prejudice and I 
electoral calculali.Mis ihal result .n Hie defence .1 fundam. 



'Family Values' and Community Needs 

Ore olthe major characteristics ..I . halchciisru has heen ihe great 

postwar adminisliaiioiis have regarded m highly sensitive mil 
complex. Ol these. Ihe question ..I -eiual.lv an.l Ihe iam.lv has 
heen csptxiallv lllipi.tl jm: n.-ih ..llhe goseri.il col's popn Hill has 
tesideu in lis successful presentation ..I Ihe family as ouely 



,1 ,. 



I ■ 



i *•«■'■« v ■:.-.'- presenter ... one ..lire g-.vesi threats i.. this 

lanlasy of uniform family life In Mrs Thatcher's personal theK.rie, 

interchangeable lelllis .1. such I w IV Ih.i ag.ned challenges !» the 

limner can also he presented ... .:ce;-ls . infer, ms f,.r the laller 
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Again it comes as no surprise to learn that the Prime Minister was 
the driving force behind Clause 28 of the 1988 Local Government 
Bill which sought to prevent 'the promotion of homosexuality' by 
local authorities. The widespread acceptance of legislation against 
such imaginary offences, not least by the Labour front bench, is 
indicative of the sophistication of Thatcherism's ideological 
strategies, drawing on a real if regrettable legacy of anti-gay 
prejudice in British legal and popular culture. From the field of sex 
s sought to abolish 



fori 



iliMlc 



of the 'family values' that supposedly transcend all other estimatio 
of individual and collective rights. 

Yet AIDS confronts the government with a complex reality th 
cannot easily be disposed of in such over-simplified terms. We g 

overlapping epidermis with.n Hid between different populatii 

group., deter ed by tnc modes ol transmission of HIV in tl 

decade ..r more before it. ci.slcncc was realised. The result b 

one hand ruinisleis sect is David Mell.ir congratulate organisatio 
such asthe'lerreiice lligguis : rusi ,n Ihe voluntary sector, whilst < 



.■I tins 



....... 



Ihe government's officii mural ideology an.l Ihe need for effee 
health education, which .er...usly suggests thai recommending 

inlecli.iii It is .is -I ihe ideal sorn;li»ily and diversity ol h in 

sexuality .s .e, much .-I .. problem for Ihe government .is the 



which are pol.ccd at entirely unaccountable levels ol executive 

government An overruling comr enl to d politically expedient 

vision of laruily values' is being sustained indelmilely, at the direct 
r M .,:s, ,l,;t„r .,,- h, ■, .::. edns n .:-,tcg;e. I'm. can v ,erve 



Identity 

to guarantee the increased transmission of HIV, especially among 
heterosexuals who have been comfortably cocooned in the 

beginning of the epidemic. Given the average often years between 
HIV infection and diagnosable symptoms of AIDS, the govern- 
ment's direct legacy of preventable AIDS cases will not be fully 



appar 



1990s. 



Dl Ihe picture ..I Hrin.h m.;I life depicted by Thatcherite 

liMi.la:n«rljliim, i>i In .|uisl In- government's long-term failure 

in acknowledge the actual complex.!} ollhe population that it claims 

stein uniformly unable I.) grasp ire p. -lineal dimensions ofthe HIV 
epidemic I he I ell has i>ul> been .ivle lo register AIDS against the 
mlcna i.l pre cxisimg policies .in.l priorities. In practice, this has 

f.u.ir ee.: .1- ihr.o.i mi.,; ^L-i, ; , he entire subject. It would not 

he cditcci m conclodc thai Hie I abour NEC has simply buckled 

Us owr imagine! electoral advunragu AIDS may be privately 
identified as ar epidemic which ir almost every respect has been, 

been .,1 Ihe fnielrmii ..I atlciupi. m produce effective health 
education materials, for all sections ofthe population. Unfortunately 
this «::rk has heeu hampered holh by lack of funds, and archaic 

business sponsorship t»r pnvaic charmes has proved a disastrous 

failure, even for the govci ents iiwn National AIDS Trusl (NAT;. 

uhn'h Lis :.nnl n. r.i..e : I. in.:, i:..- City or other commercial 

source. We now face a siiuulion .- »lnch the consequences of a 

I. widespread horedi.m with ihe whole subject of AIDS, reinforced 
by Ihe go.eiiuneiils .Uieinpls M ;-c-petrate its values on the 

based on a heady brew ol sexual pur nan ism and scare-mongering. 
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.s is exemplified h\ Ihe IvpiLally individualistic approac 
ofthe Health Education Authority (HEA), whose adver 
Mioii by-line 'AIDS: You're as safe as you want to b 
ion is further complicated by the fact that the HEA il 
been under attack from the radical Eight, which wi 
nt AIDS as a form of direct retribution against tho 
>nly fail to live lives of exLlusivelv monogamous heter 



e papui. 



ofoi 



rolds 



ceptioi 



;. The 



gay 



unity 1 which adopleii Safer Sex .inly when we saw our friends 
around us. This is untrue and dangerously misleading, since 
/ery recently indeed it was statistically most unlikely that most 
en had any direct experience ofeither HIV infection or AIDS 
:ir immediate friendship circles. Yet Safer Sex was indeed 
up by most gay men in Britain in the mid-1980s, as official 
ii io logy makes perfectly plain. It is only possible to 
stand this refusal to learn from the demonstrably pi oven 
iveness of Safer Sex education amongst gay men in terms ofa 



tally c 



:ally 



£ay 



of 



living with HIV or AIDS in Britain, in order to understand the full 
significance ofthe 'moral standards' that have dominated British 

gay political activity in this period, it is hardly surprising since it has 

as regrettable. It is important to consider the full significance ofthe 

government's continuing failure to support community-based health 
education among the social groups most severely affected by HIV 
disease since 1981. We read and hear about how well 'the gay 
community' has done in cutting back the rate of new cases of 



l-.if I., in. :he ivscnee "fa nowtrful model nl civil rights politics 

in Britain 

most important .tralegv in HIV/AMIS edutati.m. Mini; n is based un 
I he development and reinfotcemenl i)f the .in.i- .-I individual and 
ciilltsctive worth mi.: responsibility HIV education aiming gay men 
I. is emph until Iht mi;-. ul.ii.it <>r S.ilti Sen lor aP un-- -.innp m 
with men, regardless of their kimwn ::i perceived annhody siatu., is 
opposed in official messages which continue to dcmonise ptuplt 
living with HIV. ' A special irony ..I iht current situation is ih.il 
Sttnon 2« ha. ':r::Lghl gay men ..ml Itshians logelhtt is ntvet 

has si laled .1 strengthening ..I gas 1 mutiny values Yel 

Pi. me Miui.ici di ihe I tailei ..I he- Majesty's Opp.is.1i.in thai 

J raws ..lit :: ihe Itageily ..fan epidemic 1h.1l his already 

affected Itns of thousand, throughout Iht UK Ihis rts. ding 

Mler.ee iltm.mslrales will. frightening clai.iy Ihe full extent .'I Ihe 
civ. net vt'iwrrn B-.ns- ;-.,i Imit tin dry p.. I. lie., mil Iht live. ..I Iht 
.111. ill .uhjeets ..f Britain 

research In Iht Unilt.l Stales there are currently Over 2' rg::iug 

Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome. In Britain there is only 

research. The Medical Research Council IMRC) has established a 

having 'the aim of developing vaccines for the prevention, and drugs 
for the treatment, of HIV infection and AIDS'. :S Yet if one turns to 
the back of the MRC's guide to its AIDS Directed Programme, one 
finds committees supervising vaccine trials and the ethical aspects of 
supervising 



oftr 



mple 



;, for 
taking place. The 
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entire bulk of more than £40 million at the MRC's disposal for 
HIV/AIDS research has been dedicated to the search for a vaccine 
for the uninfected; people living with HIV disease have been 



'Acting Up': the Cultural Politics of AIDS 



In the United States there have been more than 100,000 diagnosed 
cases of AIDS since 1981, of whom more than 60,000 are already 
dead. The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) in Atlanta, Georgia 
estimate that there are at least 1.5 million people infected by HIV in 
the USA. Moreover, both HIV and AIDS statistics faithfully 
duplicate pre-existing patterns ut' health-care provision, economic 
inequalities and prejudice. For example, only 9 per cent ofchildren 
with AIDS in New York are white. It was not until Thanksgiving, 
1987 that the then President Reagan found himself able to utter the 
word 'AIDS', at a time when 25,644 people had already died. He 
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media AC'I HP has become one ol the most rciuurkahlc 

sticial identity ofihc com ed AIDS aclm.i All III' was ahk «■ 

providing gay imii in pailiiula- w,il, del... . t <-iih-i p. i I :>\.: •■ I 



\' .:s 



..I • 



tidily .hi il «> recognised in the USA ihdl AIDS i. through .m.l 
through a pntuu-at a-.ua. and thai n.> major decision, arc made ahoui 
jny aspect "lire eridi'iDH; Ihal are n.n informed hy economic and 
ideological priorities, lalhci ihar Hit- health Hnil "clfare nr peiiplt.- 
wuh l: IV 

liiven Ihe ik.u link, K'l««- Bril.,h ami American gay culture, 

n i, surprising Ihal ,ucl Icrslandmg, have been la- In, 

developed in Ihe UK. ki clscwhcte in hurt. pi: I Ins confirms the 
p. mil Hill thioughout I-.- IC. people with HIV in counincs v-ith 
socialised medicine lend I., have a In leu cimcal jllir.uk it. their 

research will nt.i conlhcl » Hi. then own personal iiiteie-1- In .1 

I „-::p.-.ll. ..nl.>l. I".' .lei. .J" is i'IAI'1 -V !r. Il people » 'Il HIV 

should he c Ile.l ai every ,lage 111 Ihe design ..I piolocols l..i 



emergence ol Community Kes-carcl t.atives (Ckl). 
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The CRI movement insists that biomedical research should take 
place in the community, with general practitioners providing 
counselling, support and constant monitoring for those who have 
volunteered to take part in such experimental trials. This has had the 
great advantage of permitting large numbers of fast, clinical trials in 

require that many people will sicken and die in the course of 
'successful' experiments. This new focus on medical ethics on the 
part of the communities affected hy AIDS marks a profound break in 

it has been the gay community which forced such major innovations. 
Unfortunately the situation in Britain is unlikely to produce such 
dramatic and far-reaching changes in the practice of medicine, if 
only because gay men here have largely lacked the support of strong 
advocacy oigamsation. like ihe American Civil I ibeine. Union 
(All ':, ■Urieii, which have played an important lole ji ill level. 

rcsea-,- 'nii-eiiiM.ie. ihe K.n.h 1*11 whicl glit -.ive vrr- 

cnniraiy largely ignored il Sadly, w, .cltcr li.uu the l..-g legucy ol a 



„l ,. 



■:-,| 



. I 



s.iciely, h„i 10 point t.ut ihe uupt.ss.hil.iy oflrymg It. under, land ..1 
intervene in the political struggles around AIDS in das, terms 
alone Moreover. Ihe I t-ft generally chooses it. mierpret its refusal 
„i inability 10 work wilh olhei group, and lohb.es .1. evidence ol lis 
own puriiy .111. ct.rrectuess, ralhei ihan t.lihe bankruptcy ::l .Is own 

many sections ol Ihe British women', mt.veiueni. which has still 



ol Ihe Sun 01 lh, Hews •.) the Worbl as a condition ihal only affects 



limes. When Health Mi 

25 percent of gay men i 

comment was that 'peop: 

it will soon blow ove 

indifference to the 

shocking, but hardly 

of British journalism 

of the epidemic. The mass mi 

and misinformation that eithe 

simply denies any possibilty of 



r David Mellor observed that perhaps 
ndon may already be infected, his only 
ist not breathe a sigh of relief and think 

scale of suffering caused by HIV - 
prising given the generally abysmal record 
side the gay press since the very beginning 
ass media continue to pump out prejudice 



ent' people. We may fairly 
tent characteristics of such attitudes. On the one 
tation of AIDS as a 'gay plague' continues to 

I projection of an unconscious desire to kill gay 



AIDS, and the denial of HIV I 



of intrinsic safety 



n are tI itnke We shn V M 



s.v-.i.n. .I.i.v i». :r .:-in. :v I he ;-.-l.ti.i n gcnici.t :l 

Hi.n.h AIDS upidcm.c demonstrate* repeatedly hi..: it ill le 

ihjl there me many higher priorities thin e.ther preven 

medicine ..i the saving ..I lives II i- therefore eril.cdlly irnpor 
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Education Aut 



.' General Medical Oil 



lobby them effectively. If such institutions fail to respond, 
bedience may well prove necessary, and ACT UP (London), 
.s formed early in 1989, has already organised a number of 



Unfortunately, ACT UP faces formidable problems in Bi 
Firstly, there are the difficulties of 'band-waggoning' and attemj 
hijack the emergent AIDS activist movement by far-left 'inte 
tionists'. Secondly, there is no sustained tradition of 
disobedience politics in Britain, and British police definitely d 



.iit-ar.isatioii ol"'alTir,ily crimps' which has been so successful in ACT 
UP (New York) - establishing small, close networks of people who 

there is little sense in Britain ol the possible role ..fa cultural politics 
concerned with images and >•.:;,■:■■.„, ,uch is exists in the USA, 

way for a whole flood of inc. sue and siyli.h p.. lineal posters, 
T-shirts, badges, which provide AIDS icliv.sl. with a strong cultural 

identity, and which in turn haw raised vital ssues ,.l mf.>r lion .11 

the public spaces of New York : .i.tlv. the ihsence ol the .ei.se ::l 
constitutional rights that so shapes American oppos.nonal p.. I. tics 
makes demonstrators very vulnerable I., .ubiiriis .me.; and 

culture of direct political intunenlionum -n which •.. dnw This 

which works on behalf of people with AIDS, 1.. dissociate totally 
itself from ACT UP (London), on the biz.uic pr. s th 11 



esult in people with AIDS/ARC an.: people with diiahilii 



Identity 

Clearly the author of that comment could not imagine a situation in 
which people with AIDS might decide for themselves whether or 
no! thev 'van led lo [Like pan in "i gnniseL 1 oivil J iso':^ed ienoe. Nor do 
British AIDS service organisations appreciate the full extent to 
which the influence of ACT UP (New York) and other AIDS activist 
groups such as AIDS Action Now (Toronto) is already being felt in 
UK. For example, the Bristol-Myers corporation has announced 
plans to make the anti-HIV drug DDI available on the grounds of 
'compassionate usage' largely as a result of North American activist 
pressure. Bristol-Myers have also been careful to include members 
of AIDS service organisations and the gay press at planning and 
information meetings, which is unheard of in the field of British 
pharmaceutical industry behaviour. 

It is clear then that AIDS can generate political identities which 
did not precede the epidemic, and draw together groups such as 
lesbians and gay men, together with black people and the disabled 
in ways that could not have been anticipated before the AIDS oris is. 
Such identities and alliances are not natural or inevitable, but have 
to be forged in collective experience and in shared aims and 
objectives. For those like myself, who have had direct long-term 
experience of the American HIV epidemic, personal loss has been a 

clearly not the case for most lesbians and gay men in the UK, who 
are still statistically unlikely to have knowingly had much direct 
experiences of HIV disease, especially outside London. At the same 
time it is abundantly clear from the consistently low rates of new 
cases of HIV infection among gay men since 1984 that it has not 
been direct experience of AIDS that has determined the success of 
the Safer Sex revolution in our lives, or the extraordinary growth of 
non-governmental AIDS service organisations all round the country. 
On the contrary, it has been the strength of gay culture - from the 
gay press to theatre and independent film, but most of all in our 
everyday lives and friendships. 

Yet it is precisely gay culture that the present government has 
consistently largelted, and that the opposition seems unwilling or 
unable to defend. We constantly hear that straight society has 
nothing to learn from us, that we are an 'exceptional' case, that we 
only took up Safer Sex when we literally saw our friends and lovers 
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j profoundly tragic, for it strongly 

s will c 
heler.:se\.:n!s from even Irvii::: to learn ■ 
experience. This is why the question of entitlement to effect 
community-based health education and health-care provisi 
especially in the form ol oom:uu::itv mco ioi::e. is so apparent to 
many lesbians and gay men, especially since we are rarely, if e> 
identified as a community of need by the National Health Seri 



■eiiic 



.. aids. 



HIV /A IDS work, li-orn distracting fund-raising lo direct service 
provision, are often all but overwhelming (even though these are 
still the carlv vcars of the B-itis': epide-nid '"'he cxperie-ce of AIDS 

«r can ever eipcct British parliarncnlarianism lo recognis< r 

demands h.r civil rights across a wide range of institutions In. in the 
a B e iifi enl l»v I- health cure am: education al all levels, and In 

lor gay people is dismissed as an electoral liability, il is hard not lo 
conclude that we ourselves are regarded in a similar lig-l For n is 

ITiii.cly I hi- loss, I, si, torn. nm ,„e. turned i.i.i.s .1 

parliamentary procedure and tradition thai have guaranteed manv 
.speits of otherwise wholly avuidahle .uttering and .ires, for people 

'e scire" and mrccl health caie primsior, it is pain In I Iv ipp.it eiu 
t~.it we an- not regarded as g-olitic 1 1 siiTjeits w iih the same lights as 
other holdc-. of Krmsl pa. sport., even in the circumstances ,.| . 
health crisis that has affected us lar more seriously than any other 



Conclusion: Practices of Freedom 

Ihe long dom.nal.nn »r rht- United Kingdom hy hngland Jn.l 

effectively West! slcr has meant lhal we have never cslablished 

lli.> range i.f progressive. Icdcrili.cd national or .tare idcnlincs lhal 
have proved s.> imporlanl as rht- prerequisite k.i gay political ar..l 
cultural recognition in countries .uch as t'anada. Australia, ihe USA. 
hi in the Scandinavian U-.jf.K- Instead we arc truck with relatively 
conservalivc ralo.nalist movement, ami parlies lhar are generally 

mtcntilive I.. I,- s:n and sexual politics In Ihcsc circumstances 

wl- cannot rely .-n Ihc assumption lhal lesbians in.: gas men will he 

British working dem.>cracv anil democratic pluralism Al a mm 
when pluralism is iiscll such a disliuclly unfashionable LOiiccpl. 01 
Ihe ,-:: Is :l .It 'moral relalivmnV. n is w„rrh considering Jose 

:-.l.:.l.ks . I. ::••■. \ :.-::: ill 1.1 II..- !:...(. I .-:S:I„-,SI: ,. : „l .„ : „l 

specific rights, towards a far more adventurous vision of demot 

Rights. This involves a direct refusal of the status of subjecthood and 
the subjectivities it produces, -s well ?.s the entire political culture 
of parliamentary hierarchy and delerciicc :-.il leaves .it ill suhjecr r.> 

absolute power of a parliamentary majority 

Substantial numbers of British lesbians <■■■- gay men who have 
hitherto lacked much sense of,, collective idcnlii, are now waking 

up to the direct realities ofdis.r anon and culturally sunclioned 

prejudice. The deeply engrained sexual conservut.tm ol Ihe labour 
movement in Britain has erle.l.vely abardoue.l ia.ln.al sexual 
politics to the far Left and the women s inovcrucni, neither of which 

means that many lesbians and gay men lend I., istociale Ihe very 
notion of 'rights' with larger political programmes with which they 
have little sympathy. At the same lur.e, an airiculale bii' n.mei l.i \\ 
[u:v core I'lpi-i'le'sional lohbyi. - ^oi.iiulcs a politic-, <n and .noun.: 
the palace of Westminster thai has ha-dU . I. n.ged .<ik. lb. long 
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years ol lobbying that pieceded in. rolnwed :-.,- ;-..b k alum ..life 
Wolfenden keporr on homosexual law refonn in iyV7 in many 

offers lew if any real npporlunincs for ire c.lahlishmcnl ol a 



l-e 



•IT 



i-i |> ' . 



We n-genll, nee. to etlablitl. a ; i: i:...u- .-I..., a ,■• .: .. 
p.: hues ol gelid el and sexual ily. in oi.lei lo realise whal Mi 
I-o.il.i.iIi .lescnbe.l in .me ol los lm.il irieiviewt ai 'practice 



rural, inevitable unity among ga> men. or helween gas men and 
ihians, ....I. an approach grounds our experience, in all Us 

« l " •■"dure whal gas men have beer llnough in .releasing 

es a-, noi a. irrcducihlv valuable a. iho.e ,.f olher .eclions ol 
ciely. The concept and practice ofcin/cnship is one powerful 
.-.-:. t Ir ill., en:. piecisel> because ciii/cii.hip uoi m.. nn.:!..-. ,- 
tenure ::l righis. b„i alt:: ol resp„n-,ihiltnr,. W.ihoul such a 
nhle emphasis, pluralism quietly descends mi., a fee lor all 
mpeiii helween rival and conll.cling definilions oinghls nu- 
ll ob.i.i-et shared pan.--, of oppression. AMIS has demousiraled 
:-. l-.g-le-ii.g clanly lhai lesbian, and gas men ire -..I j.ti 

i a-e posiiively exclude.: Horn Ihe tr :a 



ol ,1 



l„, 



.alls accepted I.- lit r..o lo 

e consniulional serrlemenl ol l-«- A 







I: . 



West siei as ihe lineal offedeialism I: i. ihe ideological ceruenl 

lhal h<. Ids logelher rhe Irag.le .iniiy ofihe United Kingdom, bur it 
merca.iiigly vulnerable :.. Ihe critic. il-s both ol compering 
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black politics, cnviro cnlahsm an.l eay liberation Over time, recognise and identify themselves through many different aspec 

subjcclhood has also served to defend the claims and privileges ol and arenas of the social formation, whether through gende 

parl.amenrananisiu, providing a transcendent national p.. lineal nationalism, religion, health issues, regionalism, race and so on. : 

identirs. unite.: in allegiance n. the Crown ir. parliament, over and one ofhis later lectures Foucault described his aim to 

shove the divisions ..I 

difference Kurt her mure. 

i.l either parliamcnlarianism or Ihe monarch) ilself are s eh..* 






Nuhjecrhood .s thus iniimately human existence. They show the arbitrariness of in 

w.dcr patterns .if cultural and class based which space of freedom we can still enjoy and how 



..I rtriti.h pull 
society, by comparison with other Kun.pean narn.ns 

,\ whole bundle of niaji.r c.. nullum. nal reforms have recenlly 

core under discuss the waLc of Ihe publication ofCharlcr XX 

I'hese include eleeroral reform. Ireedi f infomiat legislation. 

Convention lor the IToleclii.n .1 I' an Rights and Fundamental 

I'rccdoms, a U II :.l Kighls. ire reform ..• Ihe judicary and s.. on 



This is especially obvious in his work concerning the conditions ol" 
Much of Foucault's later work was taken up with questions ofhow 
ethical implications for the constitution of the sense of self. From 
type ofhumanism 



of entitlements an.: responsibilities that presents a certain form nfethic 

al constituencies In us eurrenl freedom. I think there are more s 

lor constitutional cha-ge in Hnlain more inventions in our future than we can imagin. 

parliamentary traditions that Charier KM seems unfiling to 

ofholding on to iiue.no-s ,.f power in relation t:. identiy, which .« 

unilary. and uniformly cons.slenl entity, g sen from bin- Ihe 
political culture of subjecting! involves a clear ranking of pnonties 

political, juridical and ret;, I a..lh..nlt ir .:..r sense ..lv.1... * are the possibility of relationships because a rich relational world would b 

Citizenship, however, at least :.llers the p.nenl.al f..r serv differenr very complex to manage. We should fight against this shrinking of th 



interest in irguing r-al del. Ills precedes s.v.al a-d pi.hlii 

structures, which .re see ssork .1. a purely external way u;...i 

pre found rational human' suhjecl. which is iiicouii.al.hle »i 









consider at ..11. mat should aU;s. be cnder.iom! ;.. base precedence Tj'.e concept ofciti/enship naturally develops iroir. j'..s interest in ■ 

and priority over rhe domain of the legal and the political notion of relational rights that might supplant both the given pov 

Citizenship emerges as one strategy ir uhat boucanll describee relations of sexuality and gender relations, and the excessive clai 



Identity 

iiu.il- hy ih.' modern stale i.ver i.ur affectional lives II i^ arguincul 
lends great weight 1 1. nur tiinlerupnrary inn li. hud ways I., 
at Lr.»* ledge personal relations beyond the turrenl tullural 
.-alidation i.l marriage and Ihe laii.ily. as il these c*hau.itd ihe 
possibilities ..f lce.inmalc sotial ,nd s,»ual thoitc. 

been ui.l.'k -.I-:.': ;■. r ;.s it ei.-mf.li.inj. s.ith j. council 

housing, fret prescriptions, "i Iree sthoul rutals. thus limiting the 

cnnccpi lu IKe weak and ihe di. advantaged A^ ethically fir. ded 

pi at net i.fcili/cuship has ihe great initial advantage ol being posed 

tiudt parliamentary terms as i majority surrounded ..r all sides by 
distinct and pos.ihly threatening inm.)rilies. hut rather a, a tomplei 
unny ..I Many i.verlappmg in.: mierrelaled groups and idenlilits 
Cin/enship invites s„eh j p.ilmts that procctds from ihe recognition 

fued rigidly m mechamtal duaiislit polarities 

l.i. l.-ng years nl Ihaltherism have :r::.fihl home I., many Ihe 
lull sign i fit ante ..f K..ucaulis stark oh.trvation ihal 

The search for a form of moralicv that would he acceptable for everyone 
- in the sense that everyone would have to submit to it - strikes me as 
catastrophic H 

s.tial solidarity. Ir. this respect, ethical citizenship anticipates 
Hannah Arendts polilital vision of the republic, dedicated to the 
(iverriduifi principle of freedom, that is quite distinct from familial 
notions of popular suvercignly l-or Arendt, freedom is incompatible 
»iih Ihe dtruocralic pnlitits of majority rule, which ensure that 

western dtmntracies are ai best a 'very imperfect realisation' of the 
ideal ol Ihe Ire.- ,■. wealth, embodied readily in the 
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corresponding concept of citizenship.*' The political history of the 
AIDS epidemic strongly supports Arendt's explanation of the origins 

with the story of the pariah, and therefore with the 'exception', with the 
rather than Ihe other way round. 41 

The experience ofcountries such as France, West Germany and the 
United States demonstrates that the status of legal citizenship does 
not of itself automatically curb excessive state power or the 
oppression of minorities. But such countries do enjoy the benefits of 
the culture of citizenship that are almost entirely absent from the 
UK, where the concept of national sovereignty so frequently 

this light, citizenship emerges not simply as a political goal, but both 
as an ethical necessity, in defence of old liberties and as a means for 
the active encouragement of new practices of freedom, on which the 

currently depend. 



i .aid Rights', M,ir\h.m Tuikiy. June I9S1. 
ilaiicy'. OiluiKi- ifiullvuraiiig, 1990). 
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A Nasty Piece of Work: 
A Psychoanalytic Study 

of Sexual and Racial 
Difference in 'Mona Lisa' 



matters for us is not to collect facts and behaviour, but 
meaning. 

Frantz Fanon, Black Skin, 



-tljlii.-t-ip. hr-»t,n Black and White people are l'r eg u em I y 
allud.-.i I.. bul rarely openly discussed: even roda> the subject 
ar.-uscs hercc dehsle and controversy in both El is :n>: W-,u 
emu mum lie, li seems that inter -racial sexuality is the .in~.nli.nj 

hie ad in Hie ci.nteil of a racist society. The avoidance .ifmea gful 

discussions about such relationships generally is underlined by Ih. 
prohibitions associated with inter-racial sexuality on film II. .w 

and 'race' on film? And ifit is true, as has been argued, thai a racist 



A Nasty Piece of Work 
of psychoanalysis to describe and explaii 



describe,! as revolutionary. However, seme of the uses to which 
psychoanalysis has been put have not fulfilled its radical potential. 

-», ". ii..l' s.' !],..' ireque::tlv '^eer. .ippi""p:LLiieL: as liii iiLstrun:e".i ■ ■'' 
repression, and rehabilitation into social conformity, by the 
d'imu:aiu t"i"n:s i'i'Wes:ern ps'-ei:^t::ei"Lipeu: k 1 prLK'lioe. .iiilI dierc is 
certainly enough evidence to suggest that many institutional 
procedures have oppressed Black people in a number of way s.'" Also. 

w e:e iransf,: k'.iral. ;: b L| li <.: i v ,: s experiences. psvLh.:Li"LLVsis lias LUlen 
been criticised as a set of culturally and temporally specific 
observations and extrapolations which have acquired the status ofa 
universal theory. As a result, this has led to a tendency to dismiss 
psychoanalysis as eurocentric and ahistorical, and thus ofno use ro 
Black people. 

Yer Fanon found much that was useful, especially in the 
description ofWhite people's fantasies about Black people. His book 
Black Skin, White Masks (first published in 1952) was primarily 
concerned with the feelings of inadequacy and inferiority to which 

and psychology to describe and explain the effects of colonisation 
and oppression on the Black psyche. Fanon proposed a two-part 

stud v oo::Un::iuj h'Hh li 'ps\ ■.■::".<!] l..yIil: ir.ter^re'.a'.n'n i'l' the life 
experience of the Black man' and a 'psychoanalytic interpretation of 
the Negro myth'. 1 However, progress in understanding the deep 
structures of the mind which contribute to the perpetuation of 



w irhnut hemg made einlicit through a strong Ulack presence- one of 
I In absorbing elements nl the lilin is that although n is mihueil with 

■fact - , it com ally refuses t.i engage i* ilh the racial issues r us,-. 

M.ma I is,' is also noteworthy for its combined use ..I r.K. il. class 
ami seiual difference as sigmficrs nl threat and disorder I" study i 
specific problem that is. the conjunction "I racial ami sexual 
difference the form, content an.l style ol contemporary cultural 

The film is all the more intciesting as it »as an international an.l 
domestic success. »ui-mg .everal prestigious uwanls ami almost 

The films narrative is centreu on the rather ilensc (ieorge (Hob 

telationship with Kink piostiiuie * tie (Cathy Iv.oni <icor f ;c is 

lure, by the objectionable Morto-ell ili'icliacl Caiuci .1 lotrner 

videos an.l drive .S limine to an.l from her rich clients Initially, there 

progresses, (Ieorge becomes etn.nionally attached 1:: her ind agrees 

:.. search t::r her dreg uddictci y g friend lathy (Kate llardie>, 

also a piostiiuie (ic-orgc locales an.l then ahducts Cathy and 
subsequently llees v, ith he- an.l Nitnone ::: Brighton There he 
lear-s lint Nimonc and Cathy are lovers, he is clearly devastated by 

network for which both Simone an.l Cathy work an.l he pursues the 
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(Clarke Peters), Simone's former and Cathy's present pimp. Simone 
shoots Mortwell and Anderson and is about to shoot George when 

shows George reconciled with his estranged teenage daughter (Zoe 

N;il!:eiiHon) and his eccentric friend Thomas (Robbie Coltrane) 



Racist Mindsets 

In the USA, during the late 1960s, it was Black Power activist 

should 'stop investigating and examining people of colour, they 

Kovel took up the challenge issued by Carmichael, writing White 
Racism: A Psychohislory which was first published in 1970. In it, 

acts oat her or his supermacist beliefs with the overt intention of 

Kovel's formulation ofaversive racism echoes Fanon's description 
of Blacks as a stimulus to anxiety in White people. Most Black 
people will have observed and experienced as Fanon did. White 
peo [lie's feeling' of revulsion p rum pled hv actual or potential 
physical contact with Blacks. The aversive racist is a complex 'ideal 
type' according to Kovel and may indulge in a range of feelings and 
actions which vary in intensity and level of development. If an 
aversive racist perceives a threat from Blacks because they are 
getting too close - too many moving into a neighbourhood or 
frequent socialising with young White people - action, motivated by 
beliefin White superiority, will follow. 

principles or social conscience, the aversive racist will be found 
working to ameliorate intolerable housing conditions, drug addiction 
and so on amongst Blacks. Crucially though, the desire to improve 
the fabric of Black people's lives manifests itself through 
involvement in social reform by the most remote means available, 
avoiding actual proximity with Blacks as far as possible. 
D isconceitingly, aversive racists frequently appear 'liberal' and 
'tolerant', seemingly supporting struggles for Black liberation: yet 
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the features of aversion. 

A current example of this is that in conversations with a number of 
While*. II has become apparent that there is i.ltcn i suhlcxl I.. 

n i* cleaner .in.: les, violent there. Ihe cnldrer will get a heller 
ulucalion am: *.. or. 'I hew onsnlule ihe staled reasons fur Iht 
move Ciucially llo.ugh. Black ornm lies are virtually nor 

Mona Lisa' Ihere i* Ihe consistent a*socidtion iif Ihe presence ::f 
rtlack* with Ihe lowering of *lau.:aid*. will, garhagc an.l will, 
outbreaks of violence and illicit seiual activity Brack people' 

force ihe d.er*,vc ,,„„„:„, I ,„ rc*p'ord will, more or les* even 

espies* , -I race hatred 

Avoiding i, sue* raise, hy inler racial sei.nl relationships and 
maintaining a distance faun any activity which may he mletpreieil 
as uiler i.ic.mI .u:imicy ::n iiiv'mii; i :he- :- *.pc-lKiil level are 



hy V 



o'„.. 



lack peoples knowledge and experiences, despite pi. .testations I.) 

hsence <.l significanl Black characters in contemporary setting* and 

Iheir ignotance. While wrilers and ditectots with seemingly 
npeccdhlc liberal credential* still seem enable lo grasp Ihe 

iversiiv „four experience*. Ihe practice ol aversive raci*m may he 
:eu <* a significant fcdliiic ol British mamsiream and an' cinema 

lapidlion- Ihis dislancing ,* illustrated u, Mona I isa in 
ilerview* gnen hy Ned Jordan and l>avul I eland (who wroic ibe 
:reenplay , ["alhy l'y*on Ihe Black ante*, who played Ihe femdle 
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icxuully alliaciivc As Neil J.>r.iaii stale,, H s an anti-erotic movie ... 

angular and strung Mies a!s„ ralhct beantiful but you don't 
necessarily Hunk other scxincs, ■* It .s i comment that indicates the 
adoption .ild sliaicgy iif rcmolenen au.l distancing from the Black 
lemdle snbj.K.1 and hoi sexuality which is a necessary corollary ot the 

KlaLti ire c.mslanils enii.lilulud I", While, as 'the fantasy of a 

(Ihd- is. mil the pantheon <.f anal negative eg*, traits which are the 
'«"«« *".™m "1 the rHiurgems order] :..t -ather warm, dirty, 

have I.. construe! i n.ition ::l uiai alily. ititurdei and uncivilised 

hehavi.iui which i. then nnp..sed .in the nhject of their stimulus to 

l.nul sexual ahaud.inmeiil whilst living ler . y.ike i.f sexual 

Ihi.iugh Siin.ines use „f stockings, corset, and »"ips »nd s.i ..n 
whilit hemg designated the migm ..I perverse I. inns .•• sexual 
behaviour Sitni.ne .s wide eyed in her ft a/es at Cicoige. at lines 

child like Hlack. at the same lime as being sexually knowing and 

indeed the pure child is .eiual nhjecl. the child free from the curse 
object.' 
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Mima I i.j. (ie.irgt ask. his Iriend I'homas, after he has been 

referring I.) the Klatk people who have just witnessed one .>rhis 

(ie.irgt !■. where ha. *i<- tome Horn' He has been in prison f..r 

seven yean mi v. he reluins h e eipetting a hero'* welcome and 

f.ii thing, in ht |t.: a. they were before he was sent d<ivn His i»n 
feelings iif inadequacy jn.i g^ili are pi. netted onto ihe Hindu who 
are instantly designated as other , ciitroathnig on 'his' territory 

Will he eulluidl framework »h.th sustains this construtrioii of 

wit '" rtgarding themselves as members otethnit groups <:r as 

having in ethnit uleDliiy htyond that of being superior in relation to 
other erhi.it group. While is the norm against wh'ih evervrhmj; 
L'lse is measured, and it has n<: need of self-definition. Part of the 

lii.i at all " 

The Discourse of 'Race' 

The subordination of Black people is frequently based on 
commonsense notions of 'race' informed by supposed psythologienl, 

spurious notions of scientific and an thro no I epical research, such as 



species rather than varieties of the same species. This was a crucial 
distinction: as if a racial grouping was designated as belonging to a 
separate species, then it would be assumed that sexual union 
between the 'races' would be highly undesirable and result in 
infertile offspring. Theories of natural selection were misappro- 

race' could be transformed to its detriment, by mixing with other 
'inferior races'. The allegedly uninhibited physical nature of Black 
people combined with fears about the mixing of 'races' and served to 



ation of animal imagery with Black people, which is a 
i recurring feature of eighteenth-century pseudo-scien- 
ilso echoes in 'Mona Lisa': Simone, the 'tall thin Black 
;s her former pimp, a Black man named Anderson, as 
orn in a butcher's shop'. The association in White 
ination between Black people and gorillas is invoked in 
as George and his friend Thomas watch a video of 

lages of the two Bkk'ks in ;::e :'ilm ai'.iA sexual deviancy 

i, cannibalistic Black woman. During the playing of the 
is remarks 'you used to tell ajoke about a randy gorilla'. 
have come to rely on the phenotypical, differential 
s of skin colour, hair type and so forth, as constituting 
racial classification, so the conflation of Black skins with 
y of 'Blackness' has become absolute. Extrapolating 

ated group/individual; they relate their expectations to 
ious psychic needs. The resulting systemic racism is a 



rly i.lancv and Us place ,r 
ingm psych. .analytic ihciiry, i 
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which is there to satisfy those needs. Once it becomes aware 
difference between itself and the world around it, the 

over the fulfilling of its needs and desires. From the momei 
infant learns to differentiate between itself and the rest of the ■ 
the notion of what constitutes difference - of 'me-ness' and 
'them-ness' -is crucially important to the evnlvinfi human psyche 

The anxiety arising f- .. ihi ksl" ci>nln>l .s itprtssrd iv rem ills 
• pi. ■.■...•_■ L:e • :.!'. ■ i "i - - :-|le and nhjeLts <-h» 

good' and 'bad'. Th.- y.,», ■' «■'" » a * orifciDally in c..nlr..l 
everything and thus free ii»iii an.ielv. Ihe bad' -.11 has no c.:n 
over Ihe infant's environment and is pro", I" sulfei 

the 'good' and 'bad' facets .-f Ihe ..II art- painful and difficult hi . 
with: therefore. 



The relationship between the construction ofdifference and genet 
stereotyping is particularly potent when applied to notions of raci 

difference predicated on skin colour. 

In 'seeing' (construct i ng a representational system for) Ihe Other, v 

color. The Other'* phvsk'al features, from skin colour to sexu 

structures such as the shape oflhe sretiitalia. are always the antithesis 
the idealised self's." 

Those who belong to a 'different' people - a people of colour 



A Nasly Piece of Work 



unthinkable. .ih|'.mUvIi- mi A. !he 
,lt with, II.:- implied dar Sl i has I., ho 
;opingme<l.,nis,v I hus. in Mona l.isa', 
encounter between Cie..r B es fantasies ..f 
did materiality nl Sun. .lie's lifestyle is 



Fears and Loathings 



people i.l Mucin descent All rel u.-.i language i. problematic 
■mulatto, hall mlr\ mm: raue. int.i racial' and so on 

Thecharacler of (iei.rgo in 'Monti I isa initially displays a ph.ihic 

explain [lie psychic processes which foster White experience of 
Black people as phobogenic, arousing fear and revulsion. Believing 
that 'anxiety derives from a subjective insecurity linked to the 
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absence of the mother', Fanon points to the enc 

to stimulate (sexual) anxiety. During the openingcred 
George crosses the Thames 

He's '^eeii .1] :"■ ri m -n :'::r .eve:: vears. Lrje-'CL.Ie i:iiir.i£:aliL'ii linni the 
■'. ,.i.l"^cLiii pie-dale^ 1 :he peri"J i-f his imp:.si':::nen; I"" s.:me liv^n^ 

unlikely that George would be seeing Black people for the first time, 
hut the irsunllv .denlil.ahlc -ipritur ..f d.fference skin c.L.ur is 
mobilised to indicate the lineal anil disimlcr It. cmc a. i'khjy rt 

enact, Ihc sh.>ck ..I l.umpL-ans- first enc lots v,,t- Afrit ins 

I- ciiininun with "thcr lilms in »hich Klacks an.: Whites ippcar. 

i.bvu.us Ire poleut.al dargct invnlved in a seiual union ,ki.a s 
tacul lines is averted hy characterising SiriK.ne ds a lesbian S.in..i.e 
i. circlully constructed a. a n..n se.ually threatening character in 
terms of her relationship 1.. Clc.rgo Her fertility »r,c- t ni.tc. 

Met Ic.hianism and pr.),l,l U IK.n mem thai her hody ll gh .isciblc 

c>mri....:ilic.i the- s. v...i ilv mil us c r I vv M.uiuell i 

White man recalls the brutal c»pl<. nation dI Black »<.mcns h.-lics 

young While gills ih.it i. :n.-sl ..Her represented l-.s .i-. .ei.se 

within contemporary .upremac.st ideology *hich claims that c:;t 
in a 1>,i.I.. B ilhI sense is not important but that c. ill. lies ate d.ltcrciil 
A. ethnic' groups have different, mc.mpal.hle value system, an.i 

Snnone. rclal.onsh.p w.lh hct cultural hackgr. d is concealed 

jnd hct chatactei ha. no corleil in anv sense she i. vet anolhet 
Klack character *ho is deracinated an. deprived ..I her history 
illhungh there are J lev. men nf her being Mack, jnd ..I 
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enigmaliL M.iih I isa n, ihe ml.' sung S h> \ai King („le ■ The 

her as a i. hi I.I Perhaps this lack of ei.nleilualisalK.n a bet luse she is 

assumed m hve me kind i.l eullural Inn':., due m hei 

m,*ed idee' herit UB e '" liei ..nly relalionship I.. ..thei Hlack, ,r Ihe 
film is hrulal anil eonmniL In particular, wirh Anders. .n »hn used 
m he he- pimp, heal hei and appeared wilh hei in p..rniigraphit 

seiudl iilliucrmn, it invoked b.il m.l realised Ihe danger signify! 
I>S all .exnahsed worn. - is hy;-assed ni'l .irlv by rei "olheiness - , hul 
also by the purl rival '■! ill Ihe wumen as emhi Herein -no- ::peia:ive 

Ph. .invi.'K si. run. lied .:. Ire" ■:. women's s. *-alilv i es'-eliallv 
aeule when considered in lenns ..I Black ind While social lelaln.ns 
lor il is here Ihu Ihe ihreul ::l •:> imonli.dlahility hy Whiles ,nd us 

symbolic reprcsenlalK I Kh.k aspiraln.ns h.r liheralion hum 

.-pieisi,.- ,s |it.i:i'.1 Klaiknes. n. uselr ...-n.^es dillerence when 

Ihe suhjes.1 i. lis., a *..man, Ihe difference is reinforced S ne 

;e'l..rrns i -ai.fie olMevnri sen »hcn wilh WjlL nei. bul ha. n. > 
L.mgres, »;ih i.lhei Blacks, n.. visihle Hlack c mumy will, wh.nn 



L.melali<:n belwccr puh..|..gV. seiuahly and 'lace" 

Ihul finally 



ility'. 

The apparent 'motivation' for Simone's and Cathy's lesbian 
relationship is the brutality they suffer at the hands of the men who 
regulate their lives. The possibility that the women might have 

is not allowed, as th.s would , :.-_pi |-c relative normality ol 
'White-on-White' hftriiiwin.il i«ljn..n.r .ps l heir d,ltr-r-cr -i 

e.^Lm.uion for their ',1.v,,,,cc- 

The narrative serves I rl,::l,. r ,s, Snmme in l.iur arras ,s , 

Black, as a lesbian, as apr.islilulr and as a woman The ci.iiflali.in of 
these four elements is ;-,..s.n ,' k:nii« ill are c.iisinicte.] through i 

White male fantasy which see. letnalr genital s evidence of an 

anomalous sexuality an :■■ ,,k ',.: . I, s. v...i n\ ... . sexual and social 
threat to be subjected t.. ri.nli.il I he Black woman is not only the 
object of sexual pervers.lv. si.,' s is,. ,i. s..u-cc Alongside that, the 

belief that female prosl: ■- i. somehow .. n.il.n.il consequence of 

excessive female sem.i ilv s:,l -.1. c.inciii y ,11 film narratives 
virtually any active female .eiualily 1. likely In he conflated, at least 

bring about her own de.lruclion In Mona I is,-, the youth of the 
prostitutes he sees allows (ieiirge 1,. r*penrnee guilt-free concern 
over the sexual matui -.: ::n ::l his ,1 lughler, rvrn Ihough he left his 
family to look after fbemselvrs for thr yrar* lir « is imprisoned. In 
the scenes where he gors ::: pick up Ins trriiaue daughler I'rom 
school, he 'kerb-crawls' along thr r.iutr she lakes home and invites 
her into the car: these scenes parallrl thr way ,1. which the girls 

development for the kindle child, an,: give themselves permission 

other men. The pimps have a dual role though, because at the same 

time as beating the girls, they are there to 'protect' them: and 

George is there to save them and make 'honest' women out of them. 

The function of the portrayal of male violence - particularly, but 



A Nasty Piece ol Work 

not exclusively exemplified by the Bin* pimp Anderson is In i 
these men as examples of otherness' I -in :hi- ihiraclcr ::l<ic::r 

from being judged as an instigator i.f nnjuslifuii 'had' ads. 
outbursts of violence, il" wmelinu-s cic.ssive .iu- runelhcl 



even laudable. The moment she turn, un tic.irgu, any sympuihy *::r 
her is negated by the threat she pnm in (leorgc. Ihc pi»nl .il 
identification. Being able to label her mud. had and HI.k« induces a 
feeling of security in racists -both doininunve and uversivc as they 
are confirmed in their knowledge ofnghi and »-r..i, s . gnni ■•■■: I: id 
and 'them' and 'not-them'. They are ublc n. ic.illim then sense ..I 



The 'Bad' Self 

relationships (by textual I mean cmeinalic and tele, 
literary) within most texts While .s ontluntly ral 



tivated, unpremedilaied manner: lliey icprceul ihe 
of White peoples cnnir.il and ralmndlily IK.- pi::<.c.s 
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he infant makes between its 'good' and 'bad' self as it be 
iware of objects and people outside of itself, Oilman notes: 

The 'bad 1 self, with its repressed sadistic impulses, becomes th 

antithesis to'.he Hot ed image ol" the sell! the sellout of control. Tl 
Other becomes the negative stereotype, the 'good' Other becon 
positive stereotype. The former is what we fear to become: th. 



Ihe rcsi of us world, il is .is if Br is an imperial power -had to 

discover lh.il :is source .>! comfort, secrity and warmth did not 
iiiine from ilself hut Ir.in elsewheie Similarly, it was and still is a 

dnii iDikpcnik'iil bin j<.l< lahle n. ::i-ers and interdependent. 

Hiilam »m. unable I., diiTorentiaic nscll from the rest of its world 
:-,mikIi js lis colonics were pill .-I us sense of self, literally and 

needs bet iiiiies linked l« Iru, nation, loss ind anger. The squalor of 
Ihe i. nee greui capnal city i.Mhe empire, i- associated with a crisis in 

implicitls located in the chaos and disease with which Blacks have 

l^arls in Men i I i.a' prior to his arrival at his wife's house, we see 
Clenige sillmj; ir j park, enjoying a hazy, sunny day: it appears 
ulsllicdlls beautiful, ilmost a country scene. However, the harsh 

popular belief, returns with a resounding blow. The street where his 
* ': I . aughter live, having been 'colonised' by Blacks is 

punclualed by overflowing rubbish bins and sacks, and signs of 
decay. Significantly, George's family house is neat with well-slocked 
hanging hjskets, whilst Ihe houses of the Black neighbours are 
flanked by vags of garbage. 

Il is s;t-ificant that several newspaper reviews of the film praised 
Us depiction ofLondon's squalor; 22 the 'deterioration' in the quality 
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of London life is reflected through George's eyes. Even the lush 

taking place behind closed doors and the presence of the mainly 
'foreign' visitors. London is represented by a world where a sordid, 

'foreigners', is 'in control': a Black pimp ensures the loyalty ofhis 
Fifteen -year -old prostitutes by beating them and supplying them 
»iil. -,.i.1 drugs. Ire people who May at the K ■■/ and use Ihe ,crviccs 
lhal M.kiwl-II runs are Japanese and Arabs. 

londons depielii.n in Ihis lilrn has been described a. i 

leei.nslrucled Kin ft Cr<.,s »:lh Iheir grotesque populalo.n. swirling 
in, Is jnd tor.slaiii hres are clearly im k i"i to siginlv some kind ot 
-ell A popular perce;-r;::n i, '" it London * descenr in':: s:,n ilo- 

L.nnoidcd wilh the mflui of settlers li the fanhbean, Africa and 

Asia Wilhm the films fanlasy inaelslroin of violence, pain. 
c. irruption, disorder and uu,pcuk,ihlc desire, (icorge is a 

contemporary evocation ::l .1 representative of the comriK .111, 

s^ioLiiiif. .in innocent, shghllv be 111 -sod Wr::c LuvI.mnI Iriuu . 

CinerualK narratives -end I., rolled the narratives i.f the wider 

world we can I..,.. 10 M I.i.a' ro tell us Jl I some of the 

perception, ..Irac^l an.l ,c>.i.,l interaction in contemporary Britain 

'. he film depict r< ' ir ships formed i- ignorance im. lei' by rhe 

^..i,ses whit- male up r-e nude'v.or Id, depcnde-l lor ris c*i,ieiice 
.111 the cicrcineniul elerueni. »f • oudor h.w 1,1c h I,.,. ■:,-.■: ,..! 
:-al the people in the him were cjiamplcs ::l the soaii y ,idc ol 
I ondon, b.nh Mack and White There car be ro equivalence, 

.voided hi While Mil maker, Ihe pa.r jnd present experiences ..r 



notions .1 racial dillerence. the division ol peoples into racial 
gr<.upings his a tenacious c.irrcucv which h.i, prove! ,1.;;.i..i '.; 



ipn.ilions Hindi/White, tainted/pure, dirty/clean, alien/ 

digcnnus unJ s.> i.n, fii.in which II is difficult to extricate ourselves. 

lationship between the difference* .s one of domination and 

single fuel.. i such ... capitalism. colonialism or just aberrant, 
ejudiccd uidiv.duuls. It i. a construct woven from all these factors 



it is always multi-faceted. The issue of individual racial prejudice has 
to be understood as a crucial part of the history of racism, and 
economic explanations alone are insufficient in this context. 
Marxism, for instance, has not found an adequate model within 
which to locate and combat racism: this particular form of oppression 

understanding of racism, and even to deal with its pervasiveness in 
the (White) women's movement. In fact, one of the problems 
associated with psychoanalytic theory for Black feminists is that its 
appropriation by White feminists meant that while insights into 
palnarchal systems were developed, the potential for examining 



as race ... however ... it is clear that Afro-American women ha 
historically formulated identity and polilical allegiance in terms of ra 
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ascribed 10 il hy [he cultural conle-M into which thai child is born. 
The process of human development is not in itself an inherently 

existing, inequitable system of social relations that is at fault. 



n, (28 August 1936). [I is interesting 

K..'.d. .,'..''.. pW5. 
Siiiu:i;i- GilniLin. I: ;jh ■.'■■.■;, ,:■:.; fn.'tt.'Sii';,' i.v .'■;■<■.' .lyv.v ■■:!" Si-nn.-iily. Ku-.-t ,:::,: 

und useful introduction to this nrea of study. 

■ Culman. »/>.<■«.. p!7. 

Stimuli'/ l')7'. n-55-7ll. 
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September 1986). 
'£ Oilman, op-cil., f. 
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Interview with Homi Bhabha 



University. Kin writing on colonialism, race, identity and oiiTeier.oe 
have been an important influence on debates in cultural politics. His 
own essays will be collected into a single volume. The Location of 
Culture, Lind he is editor of another collection of essays, Notion and 
Narration (both published by Routledge). 



Rushdie's The Satanic Verses. His statement, which emerged from 
the group 'Black Voices', in New Statesman & Society (3 March 

liberal response. In the statement he poses the question: 'So where 



Homi Bhabha: The attempt to conceive of cultural differenc 
opposed to cultural diversity O'mes lYom Lin awareness that i 
through the liberal ;jadj|j"i:. p.irlioularlv u: philosophical relati" 

that in some sense the diversity of cultures is a good and pos 
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:hi- £ in.: ought I., he encouraged, his been known for a long time. 
II is j commonplace ..I plural, democrdlic societies to say that they 

In lac: Ihc sign of the cultured ..r I lie civilised attitude is the 

though one .hould he able lo collect ■net upprecidtc them. Western 
connoi».cur,hip is the capacity i.. underhand anil Create cultures in 

au.l social omens only eventually to liar. lend :hem and render 
ihcm transparent 

hollow.ng iron. rhis. you hc K in to ,ee Ihe way in which the 

endorscrne fcclrcral diversity becomes .1 bedrock of multicul- 

inral education policy 111 this c. Iiy I here ire two problems with 

it one ii the very i.hnnn one, that dlthough there is always an 

alwdys al^o d correspond mg containment of it. A transparent norm is 
constituted. .1 10 Tin given by ihe hi. si .o.iety or dominant culture, 
whiih vi» :-.H these .-the- . 11 lire, ire >:ne, but we must be able to 

of cultural diversity .111.: a i^uiwm ofculiural difference. 

Ihe second problem is, ,,s we know very well, ihal in societies 

Ihe chdn S m K naiL.e o. whu we understand as the 'national 

ool e I ee - I - The v. hole nature of 

polil. . « ■ . h is h li se^.1 'in unequal, uneven. i::u lliple .ji. :■■ ■'■:■.■,'■:, 
<.im p . : I . : i ._" . ^ I i.lr-nl.lies This :!iii'l :].■; -^e .'.n fused v. .ih S"i".e 

fonn of autonomous, individualist pluralism (and the corresponding 
notion or cultural diversity); what is at issue is a historical moment in 

ways, either positively or negatively, either in progressive or regress- 
some flowering of individual talents and capacities. Muhicuhuralism 
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cultural diversity .. r,, ,ckm.*lodgc that this kind ..I liberal relativist 

per.pcclivc is mudc-quali tsclf and ducsn t generally recKgm.c 

ll. t universalis! and normative stance fn.m u, h ic h il cnii.trocts Us 

L.ll.ir I p::l :'.. ll |lldf.-|l .■" ••. Wit" Ihe . ::n. . -< ..I dlllclCIICC. 

»:„: has os theoretical hi, lory in p.. si structuralist thinking, 
psvchoJiulv-is >heie difference i. urv rcsi.rjut;, pint Allhusser 
■an Mjhivh. ji„I I lie c\ernplury v,,.r« uf linou. »ha: I *js 
allenipling I.. (!•■ v,a. h> begin In see how Ihe notion ..f the Wesi 
osell. .>! Western eulluro. Us lihcralisin and iela1ivi.ru ihose very 
p.. tent mythologies .>! progress al.K contain a Milling edge, j 
hrnil Will. Ihe notion lit cultural difference, I Iry I.) place myself in 

construction iif culture is difference, in ihe spirit of alterilv or 

ihe difference ..f culiures cannot he v.rneihing that cjii he 

accommodated within < versali.i frame*.. rk. Il.fferenl culture,. 

ihe difference hetv-ecr cultural practices, the difference in Ihe 

i.'iuii.ic;.. * m lire. « -in diltereiit groups, verv oiler set up 

.iiii.iii); and between themselves jn ini-i>iamrntuiiihitil\ However 

ideology, not ju.: a way ..f heing sensible), it is actually very difficult, 
even imp.. ss, hie and counterproductive. I.- trv and lit together 
dillereiit form- ..I culture am: t.. pretenu 1 that they can easily coexist 

whether it be 'human being', 'class' or 'race', can be both very 
dangerous and very limiting in trying to understand the ways in 

social organisation. 

Relativism and universalis™ both have their radical forms, which 

process. At this point I'd like to introduce the notion of 'cultural 

observations of Walter Benjamin on the task of translation and on 
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some way related to each other, because culture is a signifying or 
symbolic activity. The articulation of cultures is possible not because 
of the familiarity or similarity of contents, but because all cultures 

in- symbol !..rr g jii.I suhjia.1 consuming, inter pellalivc 

pi act ices 

We a-.- very reliant m thinking -..vs ihe act i.f s.gnificalion, Ihe 
hlI of pr*«duc<ug the tons and symbols, Ihe mylhs and metaphors 
inri.iiv'i -Almli rtr in- en lime, ims; i.wa.s hv virtue .*! Ihe lac' 
lhal Ihcy «,v lorn.. ..frcprcscnlulion have vsiihin iheiu i kind ,.| 
.elf alienating I urn Mednnig is constructed .cross Ihe bar ::l 
difference ur.d separation helsveen ire significr and Ihe s.gnified S.. 

n follow lhal no euliurc is ;..ll <■ itself, no culture is plainly 

[sleniludmous. noi <.nly because Ihere are olhei cultures which 

contradict .is a-ihoruy. bnl also because lis ..v.- symbol Ion g 

aclivuy. us o» erpcllulion in ihe process ol representation. 

language, siginhcution and meaning making, alssays underscores Ihe 
claim id an onginary. holistic, organic ulenliiy. Ky irarslaiiou I firsi 
of all mean a process hi which, in order 10 objectify cultural 
meaning, ihere always has lo he a pi.*.cs. ol alienation and ol 
secondarincss in reVmun u. ,l>elf. In lhal sense ihere is uo in itself 
au.: for ilsell within cnllu-es because ihey are dsvuys subject I.' 
intrinsic lorns of irauslalion his ihe. -v ol^hnr, ,. ..... i. ■ 

Iheoiy .:! language, .u part ..I a prucess ..I lianslanons using lhal 

bonk liansluled from Kreucr, inlo hnglish\ hui as a ;n.:lil or tr..j-c as 

hng.nsnc sign. 

"i schcvious. displacing se-se :miliiing an original in such a 

complete in Uself Ihe ongmary is always ..pen I.- Irar.slalion s„ 
lhal II can never he said 10 have a tolahsed prior inoiuenl of being .., 
ir.canng an essence Wh.,1 Ihis rcalk i„ rJ -, i. lhal culinres „e 
urly constituted in relalion lo lhal oiheruess iricruul I:: she.r ::v.n 

symbol Ion g aclivity sihich makes them decenlied slruclures 

i-rongh ih.il . ispl.n. mcul ..r dm . ;ius .,;■ 1 1., : -,.,s ■:. ..•■, .r 



Now Ihe notion of hybridity comes from the 
descriptions I've given ofthe genealogy afdit'lerence and 
translation, because if, as I was saying, the act ofcuttura 
(both as representation and as reproduction) denies the . 
of a prior given original or originary cultur 
forms of culture are continually in a process of hybridity. But for 
Ihe importance of hybridity is not to 



ich en.;Mc- 



inadequately u 
Jonathan: I car 



Homi Bhabha: No, 



hybric 



about hybridity thro 



e form ofhybridity that The Sah 
y a number of controversies aro 



t The Salam. Verse-, I 



in the Ki.idn, 









I hr Sauna.- Vnirs is. in llns >ens«. si 

.-I MllgKlllcy I'llC llll|-..ll.,l„,- ,if id 

me^hnr Ic.K us back ... ihc fi.eal * 
»a» ,1 his been ,«„i iml interpreted. I 
to the authority ot Islam), but also permits us 
form of the novel has been profoundly misi 
proved to be politically explosive - precisely t 



nm K , in The Salara. 
thai form uf cultural 
cal. ..cial, cultural) 

received culture m 

lidl the very language 
pen in meanings thai 

raditmns .>! thought 



Jonathan: Befor. 
Could you expam 



1 The Satanic Vei 
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class. Through the class matrix, other forms of cultural difference 
have been normalised and homogenised. As we know, class-based 

credentials, has disavowed to a large extent questions and priorities 
based on race and gender. The fragmentation of identity is often 
celebrated as a kind of pure anarchic liberalism or voluntarism, but I 
prefer to see it as a recognition of the importance of the alienation of 
the self in the construction of forms of solidarity. 

freedom of a politics that is open to the non-ass imilationist claims of 
cultural difference. The crucial feature of this new awareness is that 

cultural practice. That is the real issue. 

consciousness, and when that happens then you lose that 



Homi llhabha: As fu is the Rushdie eiise e::>s, yimVr t|uili- rieln r;> 

of fixity of differc-c- being established Hut you sec. js.sr at « 
practical level, thals not .--i.rt-K s.- At .. siulacc level there is for 
instance the libera i.<-«p...-i uh.ih pn-:-i..r, th>- r fl.t I., unit-. ihe 

society. There has been the firm assertion of those fun.iainer.rals , 
but in all quarter, which in. tier there ha* also been a slow. 
modification of that position 'I his in.nl ifitdlion his hien to dilute it 
with comments on the unrcadabilil> of the hook I lliinL all this is 
very interesting: of course we have the nghl t<. write, h„t thai 



i iiiieiiijhslj there arc j number ..f i.rhcr pn.ilmns \..w il -s 

true rhal ihnsu putiimns arc mil dominant ul the moment hill il has 
lliwd and this is w"crc I lh.nl i W..J.I se I ..:..:.. ., |.-,sl .., 

keep ::i. asserting Ihe |urir> ..I yi-r own doctrines n has raised 

secular law, .,-,1 r-c i-rcscr-.cc ..I i kind <.f conflictual cnuns uin. 
moment ::r cnunciutivu aperture thmugh which, whether you like it 
or mil, ynur lundurucnlalisr iktu is going Ii: have to pass So .is 

actually raised a lot ..f qui-flmns jb..„l 1 1,,' Cspous.il ,il;. I: p. - ;-s 

luiidamciiUl holiel and the world in which fundamentalism has In 

has rccciiily argued in Ihe Ijnenrr ;2?> Jar.nry 1190) llm the 

juridical opinion known is /«'<. which is devoid of Ihc ethical 

leachmgs iif Ihe Koran and many ..I Ihc laws derived IV. i drc 

irrelevant for modern M«sdm societies 

None iilllns has direcllv allele, ihe material siluali..n, hut if we 

i lew years and Ihen h..:k hack, we'll see how rh.il even w.rhiu Ihe 
ipparcntly intractable fundamentalist position, a number ..I 

interpretation, h.n .,: ihe level ..f effeclivny how Ibesc ideas <.an 
elTecte.1 upon J s.cial content and what ihe social contest of these 

been ... easily relegated 1.. some archaic pa.r. we now begin 1.) see 



Juiuuluin: V.. u are a,gu,r.g then Ihat the problem of nioJerimv has 
been its inability to deal with archaic cultural forms that it sees as 
being opposed to itself. What concerns me about all forms of 
essentialism, and its more conservative cousin - fundamentalism - is 

that they der.y difference anii erase their practices ofdiscnmination 

me, the Rushdie affair has brought this up most of all, but so also has 
the rise ofChristiar, fundamentalism. 



almos 



. It 



'":tie pei'ple. hut !l:e point is '.h.Lit the JeniLindH over '111': '•\'r:^i, ,, i 
V'iVM'.v Lire '^eiug made fji'it 1 , out of a particukiT political s;.;le tin. I is 
functioning very much in oar time, if not in an immediately 
recognisable intellectual space. Besides this, many ofthe Muslims 
making the demands are not a million miles away, they are not part 
of another kind of social and cultural world, another society - they 
happen to live in Bradford. I think that we wilfully misunderstand 
the issue by relegating them to some distant past from which their 



Jonathan: In that case, the question of modernity raises a re; 
of progress, linked to thai tradition of Western philosophic: 



Homi Bhabha: Exactly, 



espousal of forms of :: 



Jonathan: But the espousal of essentialism, the insist 
possesses the truth, demands the fixity of cultural ider 
your notions of hybrid ity and inference cope with ma 
with constituencies whose values are, for want of a 



Hoini Bhabha: I think very easily, hci uuse Hie notion f hybrid ily 

referred earlier) is about the fact ih.,1 ,n my pamcular political 
struggle, new sites are always being opened up. ii"- ■! you keep 
referring those new sites Hi ..I.I ptiiiciplcs. then you ire not actually 
j|>lc I:: ;-.iftn ipa:e hi (hem fully a-.l pn*..<K lively im. ereatiselv As 
Nelson Mandela said only the other day, even if there is .1 « 11 nn 
you must negotiate negonalion is what politic, is ill about And we 
(<<■ negotiate even when we dun 1 know we ire ueg. -Haling we ire 
always negotiating 111 any situation of p.. lineal opposition or 

"Dtag sn Subversion is negotiation, transgression is negotiation, 

negonalion is noi jest some kind of compromise or selling out 

whi.: ;eo|.|e too eisdv cndcrsiard it to he S lark we need :.i 

■efo-n..l.ile what we rue in by reformism : all fomis of political 

1. .us in. refor rations With some hislotical I Isigln we ma* 

call 11 revolur those critical in enls. but what is actually 

■eli.-m.lat S:: I llnrk that political negotiation ,s a very 

new situation ew alliance formulates itself, it may demand that 

you should translate y..nr principles, rethink them, cilend them li- 
the left there's 1,.., much ..fa Inn id traditionalism alwavs irvrg to 
■eid .1 new situation in terms of some pre giver model or paradigm. 
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red/green alliance. It seems to me that t 
within the contemporary explosion of 
represents a search for fundamental value 
- the sanctity of mother earth, the turn a 
as the font of knowledge. 

Honii Bhabha: Now in terras of somet! 



which was riven an eerie prophetic prefiguring in Chernobyl. I 
think we have not fully assessed the psychological and indeed 
political effects of something like Chernobyl. With an earthquake 

Chernobyl it's entirely culture, entirely science, entirely of our 
planning and our making. (Not that the disaster is of our planning. 
but in terms of general perspectives.) The fact that both Chernobyl 

accideir.s. make' the Green .irgnaieiit even n"."i"e compelLng. v. e 



tory 



■ ■;■ 



whole notion of an Arcadian past. You have it in literature with F 
Leavis; you even have it crawling round the edges ofE.P. Thompi 
sometimes; and you certainly have it in Enoch Powell, where 

Empire, an idea of organic community and so on. It's a very gt 
antidote, because Green politics takes the language of that kind 

st Green Party would naturally provide a critique ofth 



ofm 



>uld a 



modernity. I'd like lo refer to your comment that the found 
moment nfmodernity was the moment of colonialism. In a Maix 

West"'. Can you elaborate on this remark? 



Krlighlcnmour ol Western society md ihe critical rationality ol 
Western personhood Ihe lime it «h.c- these things were 
happening was the same tunc Ji which the West w i. producing 

,i. i despotic power, ai the im moincnl ..f the hirth ol democracy 
md modernity, has n.)l heen adequately written in .1 contradictor) 
and couliupunlul discourse of Uudilion llnahle 10 resolve that 
l :m 11 Klit 'ion ;-er-.ips, I he hi si its ::l 'he Ac>: .^ .1 des;-odc pi: wet, 1 
(iiiim^I power, li is no: her:. ade:|iia:e,\ * '.((en sii.e hv side w i'Ii .'* 

repressed hisi::rs is inscribed 111 the return ol post colonial peoples 

the metropolis, it- cultural ideologies and Us intellectual traditions. 

cultural cipcncnce displace some ol Ihe great 11 eir..;ol,i.,i, 
narratives ofptogre,, an.: law and order, and question i-e authority 
ind ai.theiilicily ::l Ihu.e narratives he other point I'm trying lo 
kc is not only that Ihe history ol colonialism is the history ol the 

the roiiii.inse, tram il hisiory of ihe West 
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estioned on the basis of tl 



In other words, the postcotonial per spec live forces us to rethink 
the profound limitations of a consensual and collusive liberal' sense 
of community. It insists - through the migrant metaphor - that 
cultural and political identity is constructed through a process of 



oser to home' would be the 
quality and self effected by 

perceded all this, maintaining that the perceived cultural values of 
ndamentalism' form part of a past history which is understood, 
own and located through the aegis and frameworks of Western 
ionalism and historicism. But the critique mounted by Green 
litics, and the challenge of radical Islam, flatly contradict that 
dm - albeit in very different ways. 

'Fundamentalist' demands may sound archaic but they are put 
lay as part of a cull lira] and political svslem that is fully 
ntemporary. One has lo lake i^pan'ihi]n\ lor precisely that type 



Horai Bhabha: Well. Ihal comment was made in a piece where 1 was 
trying to say that committed intellectuals have a dual responsibility. 
They have a responsibility to intervene in particular struggles, in 
particular situations of political negotiation, but that is not to say that 

there is a way of intervening by actually changing the 'object' of 
knowledge itself, by reformulating the concept of society within 

111 



eh certain .Iciiidmis arc made, ami I *ai -.cggc-tine. that 
c iheicf..re two potsihle Innns ..I activity I was alsi. all it 



hec.l.lse vcl\ I'Ufli people \^\ ttc", hurt :.oc'i th.i cash uuf Y...I 
111 IC ■■ la'.' .1 paitlCUldr theoretic 1 1 pi'ilNi'fl, I"!' ~e»l .l.ll'st vl i.l In- 

y..u c\pla.n dg.tal.or ..n l.onil..n I ransporr.'- N..» I il..nl hclievc 
that ihis thi.ul.l be i test of the political relevance >■! J ihe..rcticdl 
posilion, becautc il may he pcilecrly p<.s-..Me 1.1 tuggcr 1*1. 



Ji.nulhan: I'h.s it an inlcrvenlion in that lh.nl span: . 

Il.imi Bbabba: Yes, if. lis., an inter ve n Ihal llnr.1 tpace I 

mean, l..i inslance, il y... jusi hcg.n 1.) tec whafs happc g in 

kiitlern kiir.ipc Imlay ihals 1 very goivl c<diu;lc people an' 
having I" rcilcfinc mil only elements of "...ciahsl policy, hul dls.. 
wuler qucslions ah<iul Ihe whole nalurc nl tin. Miieit which is in d 
procot -I transition fnitii a eoiinnunisi Man-. scc..ii.l wotlil, 

in in curtain frame .)f being S-.mIl hull, the Kail am! the West 

is having I., tome I., remit w ilh Ihe lacl ihal people canm.l miw '.e 
a.l.lretsdl a. c..l..tsdl, undifferentiated c.lleclmlic.. i.f class, race, 
gender in n.il".- Ihe concept ..f a people is nut given', ds an 
Bsscnlial, class determined, unitary, hi. in. .gene. .us pdrl ofs,.ciely 
pnur lu ■• politu>. ihe people' aie there a. d process ..I p..lilicdl 
articulation ar.l p. .lineal neg..liatmii acrost a wh..le range nl 

form i.l..lent.ficati.)n. waning In he created ar.l constructed 

disjunctive, .liflerentidl s..cial p. .-..nuns, ili.et not produce that kiml 
..f vanguai.li-.! lea.: from Ihe Inml atlnuile. II you have this nolion 
..I Ihe people' as being conslruclcil (lhi..ugh cultural difference ami 
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what is acumlly happening in (lie world. IfinsleuJ ymi have a model 

understands political subjectivity as a multi-dimensional, conflL'tual 
form of identification, then Thatcherism is the name for a number of 

formations right up to the 

will', this consensual bloc could be disarticulated. ' 
not only political rationality at work, but the 'politic 

the symbolic representation of a Great Britain whit 
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A new cinema of [he Caribbean is emersing, joining the company o 
the other Third Cinemas'. It is related lo, but different from th. 
vibrant film and other forms of visual representation of th. 
A fro -Caribbean (and Asian) 'blacks' of the diasporas of the West 
the new post-colonial subjects. All these cultural practices and form 
of representation have the black subject at their centre, putting th. 

subject of the cinema? From where does he/she speak? Practices o 

enunciation suggest is that, though we speak, so to say 'in our owi 
name', of ourselves and from our own experience, nevertheless win 
speaks, and the subject who is spoken of, are never identical, neve 
exactly in the same place. Identity is not as transparent o 
unproblematic as we think. Perhaps inslead o I" 111 inking of identity a 
an already accomplished fact, which the new cultural practices the] 
represent, we shoiilii think, instead, ol idenlily as a 'production' 
which is never complele. always in process, and always constitutes 

very authority and authenticity lo which the term, 'cultural identity' 
lays claim. 

ofcultural identity and representation. Of course, the 'I' who write 
here must also be thought of as, itself, 'enunciated'. We all write am 

• pcL.k f:'::m li pl.:::lli Inr p. ace .au : :.r:.e. I'r- -m a hi'turv ar.d .1 Li:l",".:rt 
which is specific. What we sav is always 'in context', positioned. 
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was horn u:l" and 'pent mv dnklho"ii and aii'iiescer.oe in a lowei- 
jiiiLxKe-tkis.' :V.i::lv .I.iiiui.l'i.. I have lived all i::\ llJ,: ll life m 

discourse is 'placed 1 , and [he heart has its reasons. 

There are at least two different ways of thinking about 'cultural 

nuuiv "Ihci. i:"."ie s'.ipeiTiLi.il 'ii .utii'iLi.dlv imposed ''elve''. ^^ h i^- h 
people 'villi 11 sh.ired h i s L i -:\" and aneeslrv hniii in imiimcii. Within 
the terras of this definition, our cultural identities reflect the common 
historical experiences and shared cultural codes which provide us, as 
'one people', with stable, unchanging and continuous frames of 

more superficial differences, is the truth, the essence, of 'Caribbean- 
black diaspora must discover, excavate, bring to light and express 
through cinematic representation. 

Such a conception of cultural identity played a critical role in all the 
post-colonial struggles which have so profoundly reshaped our world. 
It lay at the centre of the vision of the poets of 'Negritude', like Aimee 
Ceasire and Leopold Senghor, and of the Pan-African political pro- 

Ihis identity is often the object of what Frantz Fanon once called a 
beyond the misery "1' loduv. hevond seil-. L "nlempt. resignation and 



Colonisation is mil saii-lled merely with holding a people in its grip and 
emptying the native's brain of all form and content. By a kind of 
perverted logic, it turns to the past of oppressed people, and distorts, 
disfigures and destroys it. 

of this 'profound research' which drives the new forms of visual and 

cinematic rcpre.cuia " Is i ■•iiK a ni<:i<-r ■ I ■::'■> ", ': ai 

which the colonial experience buried and overlaid, bringing id lighl 
the hidden continuities II suppressed'.' Or is a u,uilu different 
practice entailed u.>1 the rediscovery ~nl the pmdurtwn ol 

tneihng ..I the past" 

We should i.:,i. f..r ,i moment, underestimate ..i reelect the 

conception .<! a rediscovered, e.seulial identity emails Hidden 

rim, i impirriant social movements of our tune feminist, 

anil colonial and aim racist The ph. nr. graphic work .)f a generation 
.)f Jamaican and kastalarian artisl., ,.r ..1 r iis^al a-nsi like Armel 
l-rn. .. .a . iir.i.irn b.nii ph::i..giaphcr who Iras lived m Britain 

since the age ol eight) is a testimony Ir. the onnn g creative 

power of mis conception of ruerrlilv with in the emerging practices of 

Triangle, taken in Africa, the Canhhejr. the ISA in. i-r IIK. 

attempt to reconstruct in visual t.rir.s Hi. d. ■ v;-g iir.lv ..I i-r 

black people whom colonisation nn: slavery di.rribuled across the 

coherence on the experience ofcispersil and fragmentation, which 

»r tigering' Alric i as the m..ther ..I these diffcrenr civilisations I Ins 
I'ria-gle .s, alter ill. cerilied- ii. Alr«.a Africa ;s the name of the 
in.smg term, the g-cal aporia. wr.ch lies it the cerrre of our 

lacked No ::ne who looks .,1 rhesc teilural images now, in the hghl 

22- 
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I'herc is. however. J second, rt-l irt-> h„t different view olcullurul 
identity I hi, second position recognises that, as «■ « 1 1 is the man* 

significant <Ufferr-nie which constitute what we really ire - , or rather 
since history III, intervened - whal we have become - We cannot 
speak f.>t very lure. with any exactness, about one experience, one 
identity - , without acknowledging its other side Ihe ruptures and 
discontinuities which constitute, precisely. Ihe ("anhheans unique 
lie.." Cultural identity, in this second sen.e. is .1 i„i:in ol 

place, time, history ar.d culture Cultural identities come from 
somewhere, have histories But. like everything which is histnrical, 
they undergo constant narsfinii a-i.iu I ,ir m-ii. vei-p el. ■-: ill. 
fixed in some essenlialised pist. Ihe> ate suhject m the continuous 

'play' of history, culture .1: d ;owcr I ar from vein,' ei :ed in 1 

mere 'recovery' of the past, which is wailing to l>e found, and which, 
when found, will scire .-.r sens, of ourselves into eternity, 

past. 

understand the Iraum itic character of the colonial experience - I he 
ways in which black people. Mack experiences, were posit, one.! and 

subject-ed in the d. rant regimes of representation were the 

effects of a critic il ciero.c of cultural power anc normalisation Nol 
only, in Said's 'tJricntalisi - sense, were we constructed as differenl 
and other within the categories ol kni.wle.lge ol Ihe West bv il.:s, 

ourselves as 'Other - Hvery regime ol representation 1. .1 regime of 
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power formed, as Foucault reminds lis, by the ;. '. ..;.|>e'. 
'power/knowledge'. But [his kind of knowledge is internal. -"I 

them to that 'knowledge', not only as a matter of imposed will und 
domination, by the power of inner compulsion ar.i .uhjcclive 

of Fanon's insight into the colonising experience in Kln.k Skin. 
White Masts. 

This inner expropriation of cultural identity cripples jn.l deforms 

'individuals without an anchor, without horizon, lolourlc.s. 
stateless, rootless - a race of angels'. 2 Nevertheless, lhi> idea »f 
otherness as an inner compulsion changes our conception ::l cultural 

at all, lying unchanged outside history and culture, [i .s n.)l mini: 

made no fundamental mark. It is not once-and-for-all. Ii is n.-t i Inc. 
origin to which we can make some final and absolute Kelurn 1)1 

rel-iln*n to ;t, like ihe ih i!i. 'i iei.it ion to 'In m r I In i. .-* .i.w.iys .In-. .:\ 
after the hreal' ll is ilways coust»L*.ted through ir.einoiy. lani.uv, 

narrative und myth r,iliir,l ide es m- Ih, p ..- 

identification, the unstable points nl identification m suture, which 
urc made, wilhui the discourses of history ind culture. Not an 
L -,,cncc but ., (mmiaiiim Heme. Ihere i. ilways .1 politics of 

unprobleinatic. transcendental law ot origin 

Itiis .e.on.l view ol cultural identity is ch le.s lamiliar. and 

!on„.,i,or- We ii.iit-l lliinL ::lb;.Kk Caribbean ider.iines as 'trained 

Caiibhean identities always have to be thouR-t .-I in terms ol the 
22S 
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dialogic relationship between these two axes. The one gives us son 
grounding in, some continuity with, the past. The second reminds i 
that what we share is precisely the experience of a profour 
discontinuity: the peoples dragged into slavery, transportatioi 

colonisation, mi gran on. Lame preJamin.Lr.tlv :iom Africa - and whe 
that supply ended, il was temporanlv refreshed by indenture 
labour from the Asian subcontinent. (This neglected fact explaii 
why, when you visit Guyana or Trinidad, you see, symbolical 



African religion, which has been so profoundly formative in 
Caribbean spiritual life, is precisely different from Christian 
monotheism in believing that God is so powerful that he can only be 
known through a proliferation of spiritual manifestations, present 

underground existence, in the hybridised religious universe of 
Haitian voodoo, pocomania. Native pentacostalism, Black baptism, 

symbolic economy) of the Western world that 'unified' these peoples 
ncrnss their differences in the same moment a°L it rut them off frr.ni 
direct access to their past 

return I., the t'jnhhejn after any long absence is to experience agjir. 
the shock ..I the douhlcncss- .>! similarly and dilfcrcr,cc. Visiiing 
rhe Krench ('anhhear, t::r the tusr lime. I lis.. s„» ar i.ncc how 

difference of 1<.p..graphy or limine Ir is a ;r.|. ■,.!.: ,1 l:.'i.i.,e ..| 
culture and history Arc the difference muter.' !r pos;N,.rs 

M.in juams and Jamaicans us l.rlh the sume und dilferenl 

Moreover, rhe boundaries i.f dilference are couiinually repositioned 
in relaiioii I., citlercnr p. -mis ol reference V,. » -„ the developed 
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'difference', whether we like it or not, is already inscribed in our 
cultural identities. In turn, it is this negotiation of identity which 

history, different - Caribbeans, les Anriliiennes ('islanders' to their 
mainland i And yet. « .s i-vis one another, Jamaican, Haitian, Cuban, 
Guadcluupcan. Barbadian, etc ... 

How, then. Hi describe this play of 'difference' within identity? 
The common his:::r.. transportation, slavery, colonisation -has 

been profoundly lormaiive. For all these societies, unifying us across 

of djllcreiice is also specific and critical. I use the word 'play' because 
ihe double meaning iif the mclaphnr is importanl. It suggests, or the 
one hind. I In inslahilily. the permanent un sell lenient, Ihe lack of 
dii> hull resolution. On the other hand, n reminds us ih.il ihe place 

within Ihe varieties of Car ihhean musics Ihis cultural play could 
ii Lit there lure be represented, cinematic illy, as .1 simple, h.n.irv 
::p;-os.i>>m pjst/;-resenf, 'theit/^s Ms eintpicuty exceeds th.s 

hecomc. n..t „rly »hat they hive, al times, cenaiuly been 

.Jilferential p. .int. along a sliding scale 

l-rcnch . It is. ..I course, ,i dffinrimtM ::l 1'r.ince. and |-.< s 

rellecied s -i.iud ird an. s:y,c ::! lire. I . -r r de .'r.n.ce is .1 much 

richer, more fashionable' place Ihjn Kingston which is not only 

Ijshiur in an Anglo African and AH.. Amem in way Fur Ihose wh<. 
can atfl.nl to be in any sort ..f fashion al all Yel. what is disiincnvcly 

22- 
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which, because it is black, is always 
transgressive. 

To capture this sense of difference which is not pure ■otherness', 
we need to deploy the play on words of a theorist like Jacques 
Derrida. Derrida uses the anomalous 'a' in his way of writing 
'difference' - diffeyanee - as a marker which sets up a disturbance in 
our settled understanding or translation ofthe word/concept. It sets 
the word in motion to new meanings without erasing the Imcc of its 
other meanings. His sense of differance, as Christopher Norris puts 
it, thus 

remains suspended between the two French verbs 'to differ' and 'to 
defer' (postpone), both of which contribute to its textual force but 
neither of which car. luliv capture .:s me.."..iiL r . l.,i::^iKiL T e depends on 
difference, as Saussure' showed ... the structure of distinctive 
propositions which make up its basic economy. Where Derrida breaks 
new ground ... is in the extent to which 'differ' shades into 'defer' ... the 
idea Ihal meanir.ii is ..livavs deferred. pe:hap' I" mis point of an endless 
stnpleiuenuiily. by Ihe pl.-y ol'sk-nillcation. 5 



insights to be reappropriated by his dis 
of formal 'playfulness', which evacuates - 
waning. For if signification depends upon 
g of its differential terms, meaning, in 



infinite postponement 
ay towards it. This is 



Identity 
does not detract from the original insight. It only th 



position j. siralcgu 


and aihuraiy, r i-e sense that ther 


permanent ll)U ivale 


ice hciwicn Ihe particular sentence w 


and it, Hue fiieanmj 


! ■ ■ " Me ng . ontinues to unfol. 


speak, hey i the n 


hmaiy closure which makes it, at any n 






extes. ..- asupplcme 


in. here is iRuy. something 'left over'. 


i! ,s ni .s„blc. b.,1 


h this conception ..f difference', to rett 


pi'sini.ning, md re; 


■osiiioiimgs „l fanhhean cultural idem 


t .can ... 


lee presences-, lo borrow Aimee Cesai 


I.ci<p..ld Senghor's 


metaphor: Presence Africaine, 1 



complex.!.. ..f Caribbean identity (Indian, Chinese. Lebanese etc). I 

:-,■ North whose 'rim' we occupy, but in the second, broader sense: 
America, Ihe 'New World 1 , Terra Incognita. 

Presence Africaine is the site of the repressed. Apparently silenced 

'^evr-nJ me:iii':\ hv :he pp'.vei" "I [he experience H' skiver v. Africa was. 
i:: fact present evervwheie: n: [he evervd.tv hie .ini : customs "fthe 
slave 4 u aiteis, in the Ian-liases and patois of the plantations, in names 
and words, often disconnected from their taxonomies, in the secret 

Ihe stories and tales told lo children, in religious practices and beliefs. 
in the spiritual life, the arts, crafts, musics and rhythms of slave and 

represented directly in slavery, remained and remains the unspoken, 

every verbal inflection, every narrative twist of Caribbean cultural 
life. It is the secret code with which every Western text was 're-read'. 
It is the ground-bass of every rhythm and bodily movement. This was 
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When I was growing iip in [he 1940s and 1950s as a child in 

Africa of the diaspora, which only existed as a result of a long and 
discontinuous series of transformations. But, although almost 
everyone around me was some shade of brown or black (Africa 



This proft 
through the imp; 



Ne« w ■■:■■■:. 



naican-nts' I hcsc signified ., i,™ Afrk.« ..I Ih. 
.nded in an '<il*l AlTica a spiritual inumcy <■ 

Africa, as wr im^i shv. inuv^fik 'deterrei:' i' 
1 and political metaphor 



I •* 



■ '. i . 



...,;■■ 



inj;c.i hy f.iui 



,cnso, .!. ung.n .)f ..ui 
year, .-I displacement, 
t, riiiiinpiirturiiin, n> which we c.uld in any final m 
ur-. s IP ore :p. ■- M,l:-.hi I he :l.f :.,.l Vi„. - i. ; 
!(■■> hjs been lr,insl<,niicd History is. 111 that sense, 
e must i.;:i collude * ilh Ihe Weil which, precisely, 
appr.ipnalcs Afrta hy Irce/ing il into some timeless 
rimitive, unchanging past. Africa must at last be 

evocably, for us. to whi.it Edward Said once called ai'. 
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imaginative ■■• figurative value we ci ....,■ and [eel" ' Our 

heb.nginguess n. II c Iilutcs «■ I. ir Henclicl Anderson calls an 

imagined l mini ty' 1 : » iht* Africa', which is .1 ncces.aiy pail nf 

llic ("anhhcan imaginary, »e canl liicially go home again 

au.l cunplcmly comes aci.ns vividly, 1- .1 vanety .1* leurs lony 
Sewells documentary archival phol.igraph., (iarvcy s Children ihc 
Legacy . I Marcus Harvey, loll* Ihc .lory »r a rcrurn' to an African 

an.l Ihc I'riic.l Nlalcs ll cuds, mil in l.lhn.pia bul with liarvcy', 
,latue in from of the .St Ann Parish Library in Jamaica: nut wnh a 
trailirninal Irihal chanl hut with Ihc music .if Burning Spear an>l huh 
Mai ley's Kedernpliiiu S.i-,; Ihis is nur long journey hmne llcrck 

il:nv ••- 1 he- jniriicy ul ,i nh-u phi»(<»g'a;-- cr <»:. r-e ir.nl ul n.e 

the place in hrhuipia In which many Jamaican people have liiuiul 
rheir way hi, their icarch fin rhe l'n>:nise.l Land, and t la very, hcl 11 
ends id Pinnacle. Jamaica, where the rim Kasiafanan serrlcmenls 
*a. established, ami 'hcynn.l' arming Ihe dn.p.me.seil ::f 

Illlh cenrury King, run ami Ihc streets nf llandsw.irrh. where 
Bishnins voyage nf disciivery Its; began hesc symbolic jiiurnie, 

in rhe New World, whal we hive made »f Africa Africa' is we 
re rell 11 rhniugh niiliiio, rnerimry ami ilesire. 

Whal .if rhe setun.l. Irouhlmg, rer Ihe idcnnry ciiuar rhe 

Kuiiipean presence" l^nr many of 115. this is a matter nnt of too little 
f-i.it .-I run much Where Africa was a case ..I rhe unsp.iken. I urope 

wh.ile discourse .if difference' in Ihe Caribbean by inlr.iduciug [he 

i.nc.ii. 'power I un.pe bclo-g. in. ii'i.rik I:: ihe ;lay' of 

p.-we-. hi ihe lines nf furcc and co-seiii. i.. Ihe in le nflhe iuminaM, 
in Caribbean cullure In lerms nf c. I.. malum, underdevelopment, 

2? 2 
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which, in visual representation, has positioned the blacl 
within its dominant regimes of representation: the 

languages of tourism, travel brochure and Hollywood 

violent, pornographic languages of ganja and urban violence 

Because Presence Enropeeime is about exclusion, impos 

external to us - an extrinsic force, whose influence can be tl 
like the serpent sheds its skin. What Frantz Fanon rernin 
Black Skin, White Masks, is how this power has b. 



indignant; 1 demanded ,.n e\pki::a;,"ii. N"lh in ? happened, 1 burst apart. 
N"vv l::e Ihi^menl. luive hee:: p.l ^"^clhci .viiv.i hv .i::olhey self. 

This look', from - so to speak - the place of the Other, fixes us, not 

dominating European presence as the site or 'scene' of integration 
where those other presences which it had actively disaggregated 
were recomposed - re-framed, put together in a new way; but as the 

called 'the ambivalent identifications of the racist world ... the 

identity ■ 

with and again. i Vrrsrmr huinprenne is aim. .si .is cninpki «. Hie 
dialogue' u. irh Arrta In term, i.f popular cultural lift-. II is ni. where 

creoli.ed in -i I... i hey..nd the Middle Pjs.aer. hui ever present 

from the hann.mics in ..ur .ils to Hie gr.) I buss iif Africa. 

traversing and intersecting "ur live, al every pinnl II."* can we 



. finally, we can pi*. 
mn forever plater hi i 



mint cumplei i<f cultural siralesics Think. :::r ciample. ::l lh, 

: lal.ipill' I'l rl<:f> I'.ir :!■■:>■. Ill ll 1.1 .1- »l:k'l. .nn- v/.iy .11 

another, with Ihe dominant cinemas anil l.tt rHt.irt nllhc Wcsl II., 
cninplci lelani.nship "I vot-iift hlact Knli.h filmmakers wilh ihe 

describe Ihis lense in. I..nurcu dialogue i s I'uneii) tip' 

I hi Ihinl. Men W„il,r prcence. is ".■; ... :nuch pniver. as 
ground, place, li'iiil.nt I: is Ihe ;n-i:ure p.. ml -here Ihe ui.niy 

collided Nune i<l ihe pe.iple -hi. now occupy Ihe islands black. 

Ir.liar. Chinese. Portugese. Jew, Dutch originally T>eh:r fill 
Ihcrc It i- Ihe space where Ihe crenli.aln.ns am: as,imilalmns aril 
.yncretisms were negotiated Ihe New World is Ihe third lerm Hie 

piimal nine -here Ihe latcfUl/fatal enci. el was .lagcd between 

Africa am: Ihe We.l ll als.. has 1.. he understood as the place ..I 

displaici. Ii.mi I heir Inrmc lands mil i:ccima:ei:. ul uihei pennies 
displaced in d liferent ways Iroin Alma. Asia am: I. c rope, the 

em: less w ivs m winch l L a;r:bia- ;-cople h ivt been des::uei. i.i 

mid i chirr as tale, is .lest m v. i'l lh. A~ti"'tan ,ls 'lie- pniloly;-e .ilthe 

mud cm :n prs:i:..p.l. rn N. r v. World n.iui.i.l. n*nt alls iiM-^n^ 

l.lweer. emu- m.l periphery '. Ins p-ence-palmr *i:: in.mcmcnl 



ssn.ns I'etei llulme. in Ins essay on Islands ol hnchant 
! reminds a. that Ihe won: Jamaica is the Hispanic form nf 
digenous Arawak name land nf wood ,m sealer -rich 
'bass ,e nai g (Santiago never tcplaced Ihe Atawak 
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usable pasl. Ilulmc notes thai II is n..l leptcscnled in the emblem 
i.flhc Jamaican National Heritage Ir.ist, I,.r ciainplc. which chose 
instead Ihc figure of lliego I'liinenla. an Altican who fought for his 
Spanish maslcts ,g,i„si i-,- Inglish invasion ..fihe island ,- : MV 
i deferred, inclonyiinc. sly ami sliding iepreseulali..n of Jamaican 
idenlity if ever Ihcrc was one! Me recounts Ihc sK.ry of how Prune 
Mr.si,- l.dw.r.l Sc.,m n. c.l r.p i i-c .11: i...n ..; j::iv. 

pineapples, .urinouuled hs an alligal..! Tan Ihc crushed an.l 
cinncl Arawak. rcprcsenl Ihe daunllcss character "I Jamaicans'.' 
I).,cs ihe low .lung, neai c.nncl crocdile, a M.I.I hli« H k-ii icplilc, 

Ncaga asked rheloncally " Ihcrc can he lew p.ihlical slalcmcnls 
which 911 eloquently Icslify In Ihc ctiipleiilics emailed 111 Ihc 
priiccs, of irying id represent a 1I1 verse people »ilh a diverse hislory 
through a single, hegemonic identity fortunately. K< Scagas 

s..riiclhiugcl,c. gi.l the comeuppance il so richls ilescrvc<l 

Ihc New World' presence America. Trrtu Intngmia is 

ihcief.ire itself Ihc heg ng of dia-pora. of diversity. ..Ihyhndily 

am difference, what makes Afro t'anbheaii people already people nl 
.1 diaspi.ra I u.c llns lemi here mciaphorically. mil lilerally: 

can only he secure.! 111 rclal 1.. some sacred hnmclanil 10 which 

ml. 1 Ihe sea 'Ihis 1. Ihe ..kl. ihe iinpcrialisiug. Ihe hegemonmng, 
lorn, of'cihnicity We have seen ihe Hie ..I Ihe people i.f Palestine 
ul Ihe hands of ihis backward looking concepnon .d diaspora an.l 
Ihe coinphciiy ol ihe Wesi with 11 Ihc diasp.ira etpenence us I 

rec. ignition .if a necessary heterogeneity mil diversity, hy a 
conception iif idcriirv' which lies in;- hi..- ih-.:.gh, -..I despite, 
diffctciice, hy h\br,J,iy lliaipora i.leiililies are -hose wh.ch ire 
constantly producing and reproducing themselves anew. ihr..ugh 
Iran sfnrm ul ion and difference One car only think here of whal is 

235 



■'as ■■'■:,':>■■ 

■ngroenialinn, physn.gni c up''. 'I"' blends' "I tastes rhai is 

"arihhean l'ui.ide, the »eslhe1ies of Ihe crossovers, ol cul ;nd 

mil soul .1 black sic Young black cullural practitioners ami 

.nlics in Britain are increasingly c. g I. acknowledge anil 



hyhndi.ing !en:encv is ™:ist a;i;i:re-: a' (he leiel ot language itsell 
where Creoles, palms ar.d M:ck 1-nghsh i.ei'eiiire. desl»hib.c anil 
LdmubM' Ire hiig^stie dentinal on ol "Hnghslr 'he iid'inii larguagc nl 

other perlomialivc mo.es in semantic, ssulast.c and lesical cedes " 

II is because llns New Wi.rlil s constituted t:,r us ,s place, a 

int. i.s-. Ii. be nnc igain wirh lh.' mother. In p. bact In Ihe 

"«&" K *'"■» can '"'i forget. *hen mice seen ns:rg up i.ui of 

lhal blue greer. Caribbean, those '.lanrs of enchantment Win: ha. 

I"'K'" K' "■ l^e ihe imaginary in I. .can II can neither be hilfille.: 

-.r required, .nil hence is Ihe becalming ..r rhe .s-b:.hc. :.l 

Jifferenl sense of our relati unship I,. Ihe pasl. .nil rhus a different 

points .1 recognition in Ihe disci.ui.es of the emerging Caribbean 
cinema anil hlaek Hnlisl, cinemas We have bee- Hying 10 theorise 
idem. is as constituted, nol outside b.il within representation, anil 

whal .Ireaiiy ..isis. but as that fi.nn of representation which is able 
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We must not therefore be cor 
in order to find coherent ele 
attempts :c- IllI'IIV anil harm . 

sphere of thought to descrit 
which thai people has created 


tent with delving in 
roents which will ct 
. A national culture 

le body of efforts ma 
ie, justify and prais 


:o the past of a people 
■unteracl colonialism's 
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create a new "mai<>nty of minorities' and on the mure recent clash of 
values and beliefs over I hi- Satanic \Wses, these pieces explore both the 
opportunities and problems presented by the gn >« ing diversity of 
communities, cultures and identities in contemporary society. 
Dealing with subjects .is diverse ihemsdra as consumerism and the 
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